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Mr. Garthwait, 


NEED not tell you with- what ſucceſs” 7 
you publiſhed the Excellent - Freatiſe,” | 


THE WHOLE DUTT OF MAN: 


It is your Felicity to be again inſtrumental | 
to the profit of this Church and: Nation, | 
by your Edition of theſe Religious and Pru- | 
dent Inſtruftions. And although the Addreſs ' 


be not ſo Univerſal in this, as inthe 'former 3 


yet this will have a large influence upon' other - 
Conditions beſides Gentlemen: Their Comverſe, | 


if reformed, will be exemplary, and operative 
upon others. A Gentry that would afford an obe- 
dient Ear totheſe Admonitions, and a Clergy that 


would to Piety and Learning, joyn Humility, Mo» 
deſty and Sobriety, will be the beſt Humane means 


to recover this ſinful Nation, and oppreſled 
Church, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, 
under which we now groan. So that the Argw- 


went is well choſen, andit is ſo managed, that -} 
know not what a Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe | 
can deſire, which isnot here. The Author keeps. 


cloſe to his intended Province and Deſign, his 
Reaſons are linewy and convincing, his Reproofs 
are- ſeycre and grave, yet pleaſing; and they 

A 3 whom 


| 
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whom he chides, muſt needs love him. There 
1s nothing in his Periods redundant or defeCtive 3 
he hath a Native Elegancy that invites his Rea- 
der ; Pariety of Learning couched, not vaunted 3 
and a Perſpicuity ſuch, as will make his Reaſon- 
' ings apear to a weak Eye: A Mammal which is 
enriched with all theſe Graces, ſhall (I truſt ) not 
| only be frequently and attentively peruſed, but 
thatit will lively affect, and fit cloſe to the Reins, 
| andpenetrate the Heart of the Reader, eſpecially 
| that Reader for whom it is deſigned 3 and for this 
{ Blefling on the Gertry, it is our Duty to lolicite 
| the DivineGoodneſs. 


S AR DO M, 
27. 0Fob. 1659. 


Your aſſured Friend, 
Hum. H. 
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PREFACE 


L. T HE Awthority of Cuſtom hath ſo much | 


a more general prevalency than that of . 
Truth ; that he that ſhall adventure ts 
aſſault that with this, may be thought not to have 
well digeſted the prudent Caution of our $ aviour, 
Luke 14. 31. Tofit downand conſider whe- 
ther he be able with ten thouſand to meet . 
him that cometh againſt him with twenty 
thouſand ; for doubrlef ſuch, and much preater is 
the odds berween theſe two Litigants. And to the 
imputation of this unwarinef I cannot but foreſee the 
preſent Deſign very liable. 
2. GENTILITY has long ſince confuted 
Job's Aphoriſm,- Man1s born to labour, and in- 
ſtead thereof, has pronounced i its Cliems the Rich 
man's Requiem, Soul take thine eaſe, eat, drink 
A 4 ; 7.» 


| paſtime therem, 
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and be merry. A Gentleman is now ſuppoſed to 
be only a thing of pleaſure, a creiture ſent into the 
World, as fs, 44.976 into the deep, to take his 
and the better to compleat the 
Parallel, to devour his underlings too ) and then 'twill 
be no wonder if it be adjudged a ridiculous Soleciſm 
t0 attempt to define. his Calling, whoſe tery Eſſence 
is thought to conſiſt in having none. Nay, perhaps 
it will be deemed-not- only abſurd but malicious, a 
Lerelling projef, of robbing him of his Birth-right, 
of degrading him from thoſe ns. which be- 
lng to his quality, and of moulding him again into that 
xs 2 Maſs, from which divine Providence and 
humane Laws hare diſtinguiſhed him. But from 
this jealoufie I dare truſt the enſuing Leaves to be their 
own Vinaicators. 
 3-I HAVE been no unconcerned ( much Ie 
inſulting ) Spefator of the Depreſsions the Gentry 
bave fallen under in theſe latter years, but have pay'd 
them my juſt tribute of compaſsion : yet I confeſs, 1 
think thoſe ſcarce worthy a regret, in compariſon with 
thoſe volantary deſcents, too many of them have made 
rom true worth and virtue. 'Tu ſure a far lefs de- 
Plorable ſpeRacle to ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled of his + 
Fortune L his Conſcience, than his Luxury, and to 


behold him under the ſtroke of the Headſman, than 


under 
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under thoſe more inſamous Executioners, his Luſt, oy 
Intemperance. . I er fear if the Martyrology even of 
theſe ſuffering Times were ſcanmed, Venus and - 
Bacchus would be found to have had many more | +. 


Fs 


Martyrs, than God and Loyalty. 

4. BUT I confeſs it an impertinence thus to 
balance the twa miſchiefs of doing and ſuffering ill, 
ſince 'tis certain the latter is to be reſolved into the for- 
mer, and has no exiſtence of it ſelf, but what it de- 
rives from that. Puniſhments are but the reſults of 
fins : and therefore whatever Malignity is. in the 
Effet, becomes intirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, 
and we are to look upon our Vice not þ as our great- 
eſt, but our only unhappineſs .This Conſideration ſhews 
us the ſource of all our Sufferings, aud is it ſelf ny 
leſs obvious, than thoſe ; though one would think it 
a concealed as the head of Nitus, that ſhould only 
obſerve how many other Originals of our Calamities are 


afsigned, whileſt this is ſcarce dreamt of. This Jo- 


nah is ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely in the Ship, while © 


her more innocent Fraught is calt over-board, Jo- 
nah 1. 5. Every the leaſt ſparkle from without is 


charged as an Incendiary, when alas, like Etna, our 
own bowels ſend out that fire, which has ſo near re- 


duced us to aſhes. But as in Diſeaſes we account 


the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the firſt and moſl neceſſary 
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Niep to the Cure ;, ſo certainly is it here, the conviflion 
of our guilt is a moſt indiſpenſable Preparative to- | 
wards the eaſe of our Preſſures, and we muſt be hea- 
vy laden inthe Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth. 11. 28. 
before we ſhall ceaſe tobe ſo in the Civil, 

5. BU T I fear menproceed in this affair rather 
like Mountebanks than gud Phyſicians, uſe ſome pal- 
kating Medicines to allay the Effefls, or perhabs Ano. 
dynes to ſlupifie the Patient, and wholly negle4 the 
Root of the Malady, Nor do I appropriate this Er- 
ror tothe Gentry, 'tis too viſible that all ſorts and 
qualities have too juſt a claim it, to let any onego | 
away with the Incloſure. But becauſe the preſent | 
Deſign makes them my peculiar Province, I ſhall, | 
waving all others, addreſs my ſelf at this time to them 
only, with this moſt paſsionate Requeſt that they 
would not uſe that cruelty 1 themſelves, for which 
Amalek flands branded towards Iſrael, Deut.2 5. | 
18. By their perſevering Impieties ſmite and deſtroy © | 
thoſe feeble and faint Remains of their former Felici- | © 
ties, but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly advert | 
to this their ſo great and important concerament, and | 

itch upon the true Achan, that has thus long trou- | 
| 
| 


led their Iſrael. And that being done, that ſlory | 
diref1s the next ſtep of the Proceſs, even the bringing | 
him to execution, cutting that off, which will elſe in- | + 


fallibly | 


1- 
'J 
8 
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fallibly bring down a Fatal Exciſion upon themſelves. 


' Nor is thu to be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe is come 


to too great a height, too dangerous a Crilis, to admit 
any delay of the Remeay. 

6. W HEN Egypt had ſmarted under a ſuc- 
ceſsion of miraculous P agues for detaining the lfra- 
elites, the Servants of Pharaoh importune him to 
releaſe them, and conclude their advice with this P a- 
thetique enforcement, Knowelt thou not yet that 
Egyptis deſtroyed ? And God knmws I may but too 
properly give the ſame edge to mine ; For alas, 
Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates waſted, your Pri- 
viledges violated, you $ plendors eclipſed, your Per- 
ſons reſtrained, your Families broken and ſhattered, 
your Dignities trampled upon by the meaneſt of the 
Pulgar, and finally your [tres quite tranſpoſed in your 
flation, now made the Tail who were once the 
Head, Deut. 28.4 4. And uu it not yet time to aiſ- 
miſs thoſe Sins which are the Authors of all this ? If 
you are ſill of Pharaoh's mind, and reſolve to re- 
tain them, you are certainly no leſs obſlinate than he, 
but much more irrational. He had ſomewhat of Vi- 
ſible advantage to tempt him to detain the 1{raelites, 
they were his Slaves, wrought hard at his work, built 
him Cities. But how far is that from the Caſe here | 


. | *They are not your Slaves, but your Task-maſlers, 
ty 


which 


01 of remembring our happier eſtate. And how {atl;how | 
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which you are ſo unwilling to part with, thoſe that ſet 
you tothe vileſt and moſt ſervile Drudgeries, and are 
fo far from bringing you in profit, that. | may boldly 
make the Apoſiles challenge, Rom. 6. 21. What? 
fruit have you had of thoſe things ? And doubr | 
not the only account you can bring in of your Harveſt, | 
muſt be the Inventory of your Miſeries We are witneſſes | 
of many Houſes, many Cities they have demoliſh'd and | 
laid waſie, but we have no ſirufure of theirs to ſhew, ; 
but a Babel of Confuſion. | 
7. BUT alas, theſe your ſecular Ruines are | 


4 
: 


but their modeſt and petty out-rages. Take another | 
wiew of them, and it will like Ezekiel's Viſlon;Exzek. 
6. 8. preſent you with more and greater abomainas- | 
tions than theſe, even the abomination of deſo- ! 
lation in the holy place. Tour ſins have not only | 
deſolated your own houſes, but Gods. That Beauty | 
of his Ornament which he ſet in Majeity, Ezek, 
7-20. hath by theſe your deteſtable things beenexpo- 
'y to ſpoil aud pollution. We are not yet grown fo 


old in our miſeries as to have out-worn the aggravati- | 


wounding 4 contemplation is it to compare the paſt ani 
preſent condition of T his Church ? Phen the 
'T emple was rebuilding, the joy of that reſtauration } 
could not Juppreſs the grief of thofe who remembred” 


the 
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the ſo much more. Glorious Fabrick of the firſt, bus 
they laid the foundation in their tears, the Text ſays, 
T hey wept witha loud voice, Nehem, 3. 12. 


| But what tears, what ejulations can be bitter or loud 
| enough for us, who are to lament not partial and im- 
| perſet repairs, but total ruines and waſlations, that 
| ſee the materials of our Sion now reduced to duſt and 


rubbiſh, who once ſaw them happily compaRed, built 
together as a City at unity 1n 1t ſelf ! | 
3. AND while we thus remember Sion, 
and are our ſelves by the waters of Babylon, 'tis 
ſure but proper we {it down and WCEeP, bid, as 
thoſe Captives, Pſal. 137. a ſolems Adieu to all enter- 
tainments of joy and e316 And would God we all, 
particularly you to whom I now ſpeak, did as exaAly 
parallel them in this ſad and pious reſentment, as we 
do in the motives of it, that ſo your quarrel to ſm 
might be accended 10 its full height, as that which 
robs you not only of your ſpiritual, but ( that which 
many of you have more guſt of ) your carnal joys alſo. 
'Tis your ſins, I would I could ſay. yours alone, which 
have been the perſecuting Sauls, that have thus 
made havock of the Chu rch.- The Securities, 
Profaneneſs, and Licenciouſnels of your proſpe- 
rous days made the firſt breaches in her walls : and 
now the Impenitence and incorrigibleneſs of your 


cala- . : 
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calamitous, like the Edomites, cry down with! 


her, down with her even to the ground, 
"Twas amongſt the Jews a Capital Guilt to curſe a 
Parent, and ſhall it now paſs for aneaſie, or no crime, 
not only to curſe, but deſiroy our common Mother, ty 


abet and maintain thoſe T roops which thus defie, yea 


invade her ? O why ſhould you not at laſt recall your 
exiled Piety, and aſſume a holy and becoming indig- 
nation again theſe her cruel, her implacable Ene- 
mries 2 

0. BU T yhis you cannot be ſuppoſed ts do, 
whileſt Tou arraign only other mens ſins, and leave 
your own out of the Indilment. I doubt not many 
of you do with diſpleaſure, perhaps more than enough, 
charge her ruine upon the immediate Inſtruments, ac- 
cuſe the bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of has 
wing deprated her Doctrine; Ambition and Envy 


of impatient Iaferiours,of ſubverting ber Diſcipline ; | 


the Pride and Fafion of buſie Spirits, of diſturbing 
her Peace; the greedy Avarice of S acrilegious per- 
ſons, of devouring her Patrimony. And theſe I 
ſhall not deny to have been the pot aver that thus 
have mortally wounded her. But let it be remem- 


bred, that theſe were wielded and whated by the 


more general impieties, from whence they borrowed | 


their deſlruflive power. And therefore to transfer 


the | 
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the tile here, is but the artifice of ſlaying Uriah 


with the Sword of the Children of Ammon, 
which you know acquitted not David from being a 
Murderer. No, God knows, here lies a Carkals of 
a poor bleeding Church, but which of you our Elders 
are qualified for the purgation the Law aſsigns in that 
caſe, Deut. 21.8. which of you can ſay, our 
hands have not ſhed this bloud, neither have 
our eyes ſeen it ? 

to. YE T the leſs capable you are of thur 
waſhing your hands in innocence, the greater 
need you have to waſh them in Penitence, and 
therefore ſince as you are Sons to this Mother, the 
Office of Avenger of bloud devolves mm you; O 
bring forth fruits of Repentance, by diſcharg- 
ing = part faithfully; drag ont theſe Criminal 
which have taken SanQtuary in your breaſts, and 
there dwell ſecurely, as in a City of Refuge, and 
hew themin pieces, as Samuel did Agag be- 
fore the Lord, And as your incentives to xo are 
infinitely greater and more preſfing, than in other 
murders, ſo will the efefls alſo vaſtly tranſcend 
thoſe of common Juſtice. That only revenges ; but this 
may repair the miſchief, recal the vital ſpirits, and 
reunite the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body. Such 


; an Onmipotency is there in ſincere Repentance, that 


if 


— 


THE PREFACE. 


it is able even to effet a-Reſurrefim., O that you | 


would be ambitious of working this Miracle, and by 
this pious Prodigy beget your Mother, thas you 
would weep ſo long over her aſhes, till that moiſture 
had rendred them prolifical, and you ſee her ſpring 


out of her Urn. 


11. THIS, thisis your only way of reverſing 


that extirpating Decree, which theſe Hamans, _ 


( your ſins ) have procured, And if you negle this, 
Mordecai's menace to Helter will be too applicable 
fo you: if God in his unfathomable mercy ſhould 
cauſe deliverance and enlargement to ariſe from 
ſome other place to this poor deſolate Church, yet 


your ſelves can expe nothing but Deſirufion, If you 


have no ſenſe of the deſolations of Sion, no pity to 
ſee her in the Duſt, bur ſtill chuſe to cheriſh thoſe 
; Impieties which have brought her thither , yet even 
they will, at the laſt, avenge her quarrel, bring Tou 
thoſe miſeries, the ſenſe whereef it will be impoſsil 
for you to avoid, or extinguiſh. 

12. FOR alas, to repreſent your ſms to you as 
the Originals meerly of Temporal, whether Private or 
Publick Runes, 15 to give you too fair and flattering 
4 pourtraiflure of them : theſe are but the light prelu- 
fory skirmiſhes to a more diſmal ſlaughter, the Pre- 
logue to the Fatal Tragedy, Take their full charaBier 


from 
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from the. —_ Rom. 6. 21.'The end of thoſe 
things is death, even death eternal, It is our uſual 
comfort againſt the perſecutions of men, that they can 

urſue us no farther than to the grave ; there, as 
Tob ſpeaks, the weary be at reſt. But this Ty- 
rant 11 0ur Own breaſis has no ſuch limits to its mas- 


lice, but then eſpecially begins, when all other cruel- 


- bies ceaſe, tortures infinitely by the gnawings of that 


worm which never dies, and the ſcorchings of that 
fire which never /ball be quenched. 

13. AND now whocan ſufficiently wonder at 
the infatuation, that Tou ſhould demur upon the dif- 
miſcing of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, that Tou ſhould 
cheriſh this Viper in your boſoms, which Tou already 
feel eating your Bowels, devouring all your temporal 
felicities, and yet takes thoſe but in the way to your 
Heart, your more precious and eternal part ? Tis the 
common Maxime even of thoſe that receive advantage 
by the perfidiouſnefs of others, to love the Treaſon, but 
bate the Traitor : but here 1s that Rule quite inver- 
ted; Tou hate the Treaſon, are impatient of the affli- 
fling conſequences of your ſin, yet love the Traitor, 
bug that in your cloſeſt Embraces, The Apoſile in- 
deed forewarns us of the Deceitfulneſs of ſin, Heb. 
3+ 13. but ſure this is a pitch beyond that ; this is not 
Aeceit, but inchantment, ſome powerful Philtrum it 
| a muſt 
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muſt needs be, that can thus. make men in love not on- 
ly with deformity, but diſeaſe. 

14. BUT all the Magicians of Egypt 
are not able to ſtand before Moles, this Magick 
45 not ſo re ſiſlible, but that Reaſon and Religion will 
yield Tou countercharms, able 9 diſ-inchant I. oh if 
Tou will but ſuffer them to come in to your aid. Do 
but once ſlep out of the Devils Circle, the aAual ver- 
riginous purſuit of your ſinful appetites, and give your 
Faculties ſome intermiſsion, ſo much breath from that 
hot chaſe as may qualifie them for a calm conſiderate 
view of other thin 75, and then 'tis certain you will diſ- 
cern, that "AL, 63 a much more raviſhing appear- 
ance, infinitely more delectable and enamouring, than 
all the Devils Opticks could put upm your higheſt 
and moſt guſiful ſenſualities, Do you only beſlow 
ſome attentive looks upon her , let her once in at your 
eyes, and then leave her to make her own way to your 
heart. And this is ſure a very moderate requeſt;that 
Tou will but pouchſafe to look upon what is thus ami- 
able. And with what pretence can you deny it ? Tou 
who, to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties which are 
only your ſnares, ſlick at no dificulty, will be content 
to come ( thoſe of Tou that have no other motives ) 
even td Church upon that errand : O do not here put 
#ff your curioſity, where alone it may avail you, but 
Ke rather 
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rather take this opportunity of hallowing that ( hi- 
therto prophane ) part of your temper. 
15. I T has beennone of the Devils meaneſi or 


. unluckieſt Arts to infuſe prejudices into mens minds 


againſi Chriſtian Practice, by repreſenting it in the 
moſt averting forms. He changes ſhapes with it, 
and as he transforms himſelf into an Angel of 
light, ſo he does this into one of Darkneſs, makes it 
appear a State of the moſt diſrnal ſadneſs and hor- 
ror, a region AR t all Foy and chear- 
fulnef. And how much more ready men are to take 
the Devil at his word than Chriſt at his, who pro- 
feſſes his Yoke calte and his Burden light, ap- 
pears too viſible in the general averſeneſs thoſe have to 
Piety, who never ſo much as tried it, but take up im- 
plicite confuſed pronenn againſt it,and retain thoſe 
as faſt, as if they were the produfls of many years 
coſtly experiences. And ty to be feared, theſe have 
taken the deepeſt root in the richeſt Soil, they ſeeming 
no where more to flouriſh, than among Tou of the 
hi heſl Nuality. Tet ſure, of all others, Tou are moſt 
oliged to eradicate them, they implying ſuch a groſs 

injuſtice, as any ingenuous mind muſt ve aſham'd of. 
16. YOU will your ſelves readily pronounce 
that Judge no? omly corrupt, but impudent, that con-. 
demns a perſon whoſe cauſe he never heard: yet if [ - 
a4 3 Wil; 
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will but refle, you will find your own verdift re- 
bound ups yo-r ſelves, with a Tu es homo; for 
"tis evidently y-ur caſe here, It is time for you there- 
foreto be ſo juſt, if not to Pertue, yet 10 your own Fe- 
putations, as to retra# that condemnatory ſentence, you 
have paſt upon her, and put on ſo much at leaſt of the 
form of Juſtice, as to give her a fair Trial. But 
this you cannut do by mm the tongues of men and 
Angels plead for her, none but her ſelf can manage her 
cauſe, you muſt admit her into your ſeciety F Cons 
verſe, take her into ſuch a familiarity, as may bring 
ber within diſtance of your Obſervation, before you 
pronounce of her. In ſhort, if you will indeed render 
your ſelves competent Judges whether a Virtuous 
lite be a pleaſant or a diſmal thing, enter upon it, and 
let your own experiences be your informers. 

179. I CANNOT ſuſpe the ageſo de- 
generous, as.n0t to believe there are divers particular 
perſons among you; who have made the experiment, 
and to their Teſtimony I dare appeal, and doubt not 
they will from Judges turn Advocates, and recom- 
mend it to you, and ſure you will have no cauſe in this 
inſtance to ware your wonted Priviledge of being tri- 
ed by your Peers, to except againſt their Judgment 
in the caſe, who being placed in equal circumſtances 
with you, muſt be ſuppoſed to underſiand your utmoſt 

Tempta- 
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Temptations to Vice, from whence alone all the ſeem- 
ing difficulties and —_— of Virtue doarife. 
13.1 T werethe work of many Volumes to de- 
ſcribe the ſeveral diſtin Advantages towards a plea- 
ſant Being, which are wrapt up in this one compre- 
henſive Felicity. I ſhall inſtance only in that, to 
which the enſuing T ract particularly relates, and 
that is that it furniſhes you with a ſucceſsion of very 
Agreeable and Chearful Imployments. Pertue u of 
a buſie and aftize Nature, and as in its ſeveral Ope- 
rations it has an oppoſition to all the ſeyeral ſorts of 
Fice, ſo in its very Conſlitution and Principle it bears 
an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sins, Idlenels ; and ſure the reſcuing you 
from that is no contemptible Benefir. For though 
you ſeem to challenge it as a conſiderable part of your 
Inheritance, that you may live and do Nothing, and 
are very tenacious of that Claim; yet, tis moſt evi- 
dent, that what you contend for, as your Priviledge, 
your ſelves eſteem your burden, yea ſo much ſo, tha 
to be rid of it you caſt away Eſtate, Health, Soul and 
all for company, imploy your ſelves the moſt ruinouf- 
ly, rather than endure to be Idle ; nay, quite confute 
your own Pretenſioms to eaſe, by thoſe [aderions and 
goilſome Vices, which you are fain to call Pleaſures, 
to render them tolerable, but have certainly no pre- 
ns - 1 rence 
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tence to that Title on any other ſcore, but that they keep 
you doing, 

19. A ND. now what more grateful Office can 
poſsibly be done for men in this Condition, than to ſhew 
them how they may free themſelves of this load without 
contrafling a worſe ;, I mean the guilt of thoſe things 
which like Rehoboam converts Whips into Scor- 
pions, yet are now faintobe reſorted to, as the onl 
inſtruments of their relief. And this a Chriſtian 
Life will be ſure to do for you ; It will conſtantly pro- 
vide you with innocent divertiſements, nay much more, 
it will give you buſmeſs, ſo excellent, and worthy the 
dignity of your Natures, ſo Noble and anſwerable to 
the S plendor of your Qualities, ſo eVery way agree- 
able tothe aims of Rational Men, that you will have 
cauſe to acknowledge with Our Church, that Gods 
Service is perfect Freedom. 

20. I SHALL »* undertake to give you 4 
particular view of all the Severals of thoſe Employ- 
ments ; Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which aſsign 

| "your Tacks, do ſufficiently inform you of the Nature 
F'-... and Excellency of them; my whole Scheme is com- 
priſed in that One, which direfls an Attendance on 
that Calling wherein God hath placed men, and 
therefore I am to treat only of thoſe particular Duties, 


which are incumbent 1 you as Gentlemen, and 
therein 
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therein ſhew you that conſidered as ſuch, you have a 
Calling, and ſo free you of thai reproach and miſery 
of being unprofitable burdens of the Earth, and 
then evince to you alſo that that C alling is ſo far from 
implying any thing of real toil or uneaſineſs, that it is 
only an Art of refining and ſublimating your Plea- 
ſures, rendring them more guſiful aud exquiſite, and 
ſo will ( if attended to ) make good to you in earneſt 
your miſtaken pretence to a Lite of ſenſuality and de- 
tight. 
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GENTLEMANS CALLING. 


SECT: I. 
Of Buſineſs and Callings in general. 


E that by /feth and improvidence 
diſipates and conſumes that Stock 
which 1s properly his own,falls juſt- 
ly under the blunt Cenſare of Folly, andufually 
under the ſharper and more ſmarting Penance of 
Poverty and Want : But he thatis a but a depu- 

ted Manager, if he negleft his Depoſitume, is l1- 

able to a heavier weight both of Obloquy and Dil- 


cipline. The weakneſs of the one may poſſibly. 
meet with ſomewhat of pity3 but the falſene 

and treachery of the otheris the obje& of anuni- 
verſal deteſtation, and is oftentimes very ſevere- 
ly ſentenced by thoſe, who, if they would im- 
partially reflet, would find themſelves deeply 
myolved in the ſame guilt. 
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2. GOD has placed A/ar in the World, not | 
as a Proprietary, buta Steward 3 he hath put ma- | 
ny exccllent things into his polleſſiion, but theſe 
in truſt, to be not only kept, but negotiated 
with, and by traftick improved to the ule of the 
true owner : Yet herein dealing as a moſt boun- 
titul Maſter, by not only promiſing tranicendent 
Rewards in the future to his fidelity, but even 
annexing at the preſent ( as to the Heiſer that * 
treadeth out the Corn ) a molt liberal ſubſiſtence, : 
iaterweaving his Intereſt ſo with his Duty, that 
the diſcharge of 1t Is his only means of being hap- 
py evenin this world. 

3. THIS certainly is the ſtate of mankind ' 
in general ; every ( 7 mean Rational )perion ha- ' 
ving ſomething of this kind intruſted to him, No 
man that hath underſtanding, be that of a higher 
or lower f1ze, but hath variety of abilities of one 
ſort or other, and withal that aftuating power, 
which ſhould ſet them on work. And then ſurely 
he that hath not been excluded from the receits, 
muſt not pretend an exemption from the dif- 
burſements, the tasks, but is under a ſtri& obli- 
en of improving what he hath thus received,of 

ringing 1n fruit tothe Granary, as well in order 
to his own account and joy in the auditing ofthe | 
Harveſt, as to the glory of God from whom 
alone he derives (and mult impure) both the ſeed, 
and irrigation, and the very increaſe. And he | 
that on theſe grounds and according totheſe mea- | 
fares decently adminiſters his Province, ſedu- | 
loufly attends his duty in this matter, will find 
himſelf 
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himſelf placed in ſuchan active ſtate of buſineſs, 
that he ſhall have little cauſe to ſuſpeCt himſelf 
neglected, or forgotten by God and Nature, or 
placed in the world without a Caſing. 

4. FROM what is thus indiſpenſably re- 
quired of a// men, no one razk or mdividual of 
that ſpecies can plead an immunity. And there- 
fore till thoſe whom Birth, Education atid Wealth, 
and the common diale&t of the world hath' made 
known by the ſtyle of Gentlemen, (hall think fit 
to expunge the latter part of that title and dil- 
claim the nature of wer 5 as they are, willing to 
do the duty, they mult certainly retract this er- 
ror, and acknowledge they have their ſhares in 
this common obligation. 

5. NAY, indeed if they could fo far imitate 
the Prince of the morning, as to ſucceed to that 
rank which he was willing toleave, I mean to al-. 
cend above Humanity and aſſume the nature of 
Angels, yet even thither would this purſne and 
overtake them. Among all the Ordery of that 
divine Hierarchy they would not find one Parrott 
or Preſident of Idleneſs. For as the fpitituality 
of their efſence renders them more agile atd 
attive, ſo that aCtivity is perpetually exerciſed 
in employing the divine abilities they haverecer- 
ved, to theglory of God the donor : and tharnot 
only in bearing a part in” that Celeftixf Quire 
which inceſſartly ſings his praiſes, but in. the 
more laborious and ſcrvile offices of beitte rmni- 


ftring {ptrits,yea even to thole to whott bi Mmrt- 


ſpect of nature. and innocence they are Infinitely 
B 2 fupert- 
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ſuperiour. And this they do with perfed alacri- 


ty and cheartfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt |. 


honour and dignity to be thus bulied. Their re- 
gitive Power over the world, ſaith Gerſon, is not ſo 
ſuitable a1 ingredient. for a Magnificat of their com- 
poſing, 4s thatgreater dignity of receiving and per- 
forming God s command: : An evidence how much 
the meaſures of honour differ between the Cour- 


tiers of Heaven, and Earth, the Inhabitants of | 


that refined, and this groſs Region. Thus then 
the proſpect lies before the Gentleman : if he 
chuſe either to look level on the ſame nature 
with himſelf, or direC his eyes upward on that of 
the glorious ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne, 
he will not inal] the Records of Earth or Heaven 
find ever a Patent for (loth, any Clauſe of Ex- 
emption in this univerſal Law. 

6. N AY, if this war i honoxr would bid fare- 
well to his Birth-right, and become like the beaſts 
#bat periff, Pſal. 49. 20. ifhe could be content, 
in purſuit of this one fancied priviledge of a 
Gentleman, to renounce all the real onesof a man, 
and make Nebuchadnrezzar's.puniſhment his opti- 
on : yet neither the field nor the foreſt could give 
him Sanftuary, afford him any number of aſlo- 
ciates to aid, or but countenance him in his mu- 
tiny againſt this divine decree, they would rather 
be his tutors and monitors to obey it. For what 
rank even of the moſt ſavage animals is there, 
which we can indi& of the not employing thoſe 
faculties they have received ? Are they not gene- 
rally in a perpetual andregular motion to _ 
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ends for which they were created, in continual 
exerciſe of thoſe powers with which they are en- 
dued ? Yea ſome of them with ſuch improvement 
to all their neceſlary purpoles, that it hath rai- 
ſed a doubt whether they att by inſtin& or rea- 
ſon, by fancy or judgment. Pythagoras is dil- 
cernably on their ſide : and Ariſtctle that was leſs 
kind tothem, ſeems by one ſaying to have yield- 
ed the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures which, he 
ſaith, wart reaſon, he conteſleth that fancy ſup- 
plies its place. I need not take part in this dif- 
putez whatſoever the faculties or Talents are, 
none can doubt of their uſe of them, or whether 
this their uninterrupted obedience to the Law of 
their Creation reflects the proportionable glory 
on their Creator. 

7. TO defcend one degree lower yet; The 
very inanimate creatures afford their canſort to 
this divine harmony 3 every one of them perform 
thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
(not unattive ) qualities God hath put into them. 
The $xz hath reccived a power of cheriſhing and 
enlivening terreſtrial bodies, and it folds not up 
its rays, but communicates and diſpenſeth them 
freely. The Earth has received a rower of fru- 
afying, giving ſap and verdure to that which 
grows upon it, and it withholds not that vital 
moiſture, but like a tender nurſe ſends it forth 
liberally to all that expe&t nouriſhment from her 
breaſts 3 and ſo proportionably to all other parts 
of this great body. And that all this ſerves to il- 
tuſtrate the glory of that omnipotent wiſdom * 

| B 3 which 


6 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 
which hath placed themin this ſo excellent a ſub- 
ordination, is moſt viſible withour the help of a 
perſpective, When the Queen of $heba ſaw the 
magnificence and regularity of Solomon's Court, 
ſhe brake out into an admiration of his wiſdom : 
And \urely a far greater occaſion is miniſtred to 
all thoſe who contemplate the admirable order of 
the Univerſc, with all tranſportation of ſoul to 
magnifie and adore the divine Diſpoſer of it,. as 
we ſee frequently cxemplified tous in the ſublime 
Raptures of the holy P/almiſt, whonever better 
approves his right to be called the ſweet Singer of 
Iſrael, than on this raviſhing Theme. 

8. AND now caa it be fancied a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ſtring in this 
great Inſtrument ? To diſcompoſe this divine me- 
lody, and become the only unprofitable uſcleſs 
part of the Creation? Shall thoſe. whom God 
hath made. /ittle lower than the Angels, ſubdue and 
debaſe their natures beneath the very loweſt rank 
of Creatures ? And ſhall this ( not humble bur, 
ſordid exinanition be look'd upon with reverence, 
courted asa preferment £ This certainly is ſuch 
an abſurdity, as wants nothing to its confutati- 
on, but meerly to be conſider'd : And therefore if 
Gentlexzen would but foberly refle&t, there: is 
little doubt but they would reſign at once thewr 
claim, and their value of this ſo defaming a piece 
of honour, ſo abaſing an exaltation; | 

9. W E can let down qQur thoughts butane 
ſtep lower, and that is into the bottomleſs: pit 
and from thence ſure none will. deſire ue 

preſident 
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preſident 3 yet if he did, even that black Region 
could not afford it. For though it muſt be con- 
felled, thoſe accrrſed ſpirits accord not with the 
former inſtances, in reſpect of the end of their 
actions, yet they doin the activity it lelt : theirs 
15a bulie ſtate, though to an ill purpole 3 Satar 
goes to and fro in the earth, Job. 2.2. and he walks 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 12. 
Yea he employes all his taculties too, makesdili- 
gent uſe of all that acuteneſsanddexterity;which 
either hisnature or experience have ſurmſhed him 
with, towards that end he purtuves. So that it 
were a wronging, a calumniating even of the very 
Devil, to charge him with idleneſs : which 


though it be a fin which yields him ſuch Irberal 


crops, that he may well ſeek both to plant and 
cheriſh it in humfne nature; yet he cannot effer 
ſuch violence to his own, as to become an Ex- 
ample of it. b: © DEER INNS: 

Io. W E may' hence make a meaſtre;* how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which: 
ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hel! it (elf will own, 
but is like an illegitimate birth, diſelaimed*by 
all. How unreaſonable, nay how-infamous will 
it then be, forthole to take up this expoſed brat, 
to foſter this vice in therr boſomes, who have of 
all -others the greateſt and moſt particular obli- 
gation to deteſt it, as having received the moſt of 
thoſe Talents which engaged them to ation ? 
And that ſuch is the Gentleman's condition, alight 
inſpettion will ſerve to demonſtrate, 
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Of Varieties of Callings, 


OW ſince the univerſal obligation, 
| which is incumbent upon all, - and 
Wy renders it ſtrict duty to have a Cal- | 
ling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, That aft | 
men have received ſrom God ſome abilitics to atu- | 
e&te, ſome Talents to improve 3 it follows by all 
Laws of inference, that thoſe whq have received 
the molt of theſe, can of all others the leaſt rea- 
ſongbly pretend to an Exemption, but muſt on 
the contrary be acknowledged under the con- 
ſtraint of the ſtronger and more numerous ties, 
the general duty which herein lies upon all, ex- 
tending and ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral Bran- 
cher, according to the quality and proportion of 
mens recelts. 

2. HENCE it comes to paſs, that mens 
Calings and employments become ſo various, not 
only by the free choices of the ſeveral men, but | 
even fy the direftion and affignation of God and 
Nature, becauſe one man is furniſhed with an 
ability, which qualifies him for one ſort of cal- 
ling, another is þy his diſtin propriety markt 
out for another, And hence alſo it is, that thoſe 
callings, which are diſtin in ſeveral perſons, 

| may 
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may come to be united in one man, becauſe the 
ſeveral abilities, which conſtitute thole Callings, 
concurring in him, the duties muſt by nnavoid- 
able conſequence do loallo. This is in ſome de- 
gree obſervable in moſt men, who beſides the ge- 
neral powers common to mankind, do receive 
ſome peculiar in order to lome ſpecial end, and ſo 
are obliged not only to thole Exerciſes which be- 
long indifferently to their whole ſpecies, but to 
thole alſo ſor which they are individually qualifi- 
ed. Thus thoſe whom God hath called to Chri- 
ſtianity, are by that impowred for thole perfor- 
mances which that holy profeſſion exatts, and fo 
have the calling of Chriſtians ſuperadded to the 
other, which either natural. or civil obligation 
had laid upon them 3 ſo that the fame man may 
have various callings, in relation to his differing 
capacities, unleſs as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls 
into the vegetative, the animal, and the ratio- 
nal, which in ſtricter ſpeaking may be ſaid to be 
only divers operations of the ſame foul; foin 
truth what we term ſeveral callings, be but the 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it ſelf into 
the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. 

3. I NEED not attempt to evince the im- 
propriety of the phraſe, "twill ſerve my end as 
well that they paſs for ſeveral, and the applicati- 
on I ſhall make of it, is to ſhew thoſe who are un- 
willing to hear of any Calling at all, that they 
have obligat indiſpenſable to more than one. 
They have whatever can belong to them as men, 


. they have ale what beloogs tothem as Chriſtians 3 


and 


— 


ing to them as Gentlemen, that 1s by interpreta” 
tion, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed from the vul- 
gar, not only by empty names and airy titles, 
but by real donatives, diſtributed to them by 
God, as ſo many diſtinct advantages, fertile and 
prolifical abilities, towards the bing him 1n 
his expected harveſt of honour and glory. 
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4. TI T is too much to be doubted, many of + 


them may need admonition concerning the two | 


former of theſe callings 3 the duties even of men, 


much more of Chriſtians being ſo far worn out of | 


practice, that they feem to be out of memory 


F 
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to03 or if they be at all refle&ted on, 'tis with | 


the ſame ſcorn that the antiquated habits of our 


forefathers are, as things fit only to dreſs a man | 


up an object of laughter and derifion. But this 
would be too vaſt a Theme, and befides is ſuper- 
{eded by the many pious labours of others. My 
purpoſe therefore is not to treat at all of them, 
otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be linked and 
interwoven, as in many particulars they are,with 
the third, that of the Gentleman. 

5. A ND here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 
require them to become either Husbandmen or 


Mechanicks : my whole Defign is founded in | 
their diſtinQion from theſe, namely, m thoſe | 


things, wherein either in kind or degree they ex- 
cel them. That many ſuch things there are, 
they willneedno Monitor at another time, when 
the Queſtion is only of the Reverence and ar 
pe 


uke © 


__———— 


Varieties of Callings. IT 


ſpe&tdue from ſuch their Interiors: In ſuch caſes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
( written, like Ezekzels Roll, within and with- 
out ) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
ſtretch them to the exacting the very laſt mite of 
Tribute they can poſibly pretend to. But let 
them remember, that God is as jealous of his 
Honour, as they can be of their own : and there- 
fore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtru- 
ments of attracting Glory from thoſe below 
them, ſo they mult alſo of reverberating and re- 
turning it home tothat divine Power aboyethem, 
who beſtowed them to that end, and will not fi- 
nally be deluded 3 but if they will difappoint his 
primary intention, that, of having his Grace glo- 
rified intheir faithful managery of thoſe Talents, 
they ſhall not be able to defeat hisſecondary;that 
of having his J«ſtice magnified in the fatal doom 
of ſuch /othſul ſervants ;, 1f they will: envy him 
the more agreeable ſatisfaction ot beſtowing Re- 
wards, they cannot defraud'him of that (though 
inferior ) of executing vengeance. 
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SECT. ITT. 


The Particulars of the Gentleman's Advantages 
above others. ; 


J. U T todwell no longer on Generals, l | 
ſhall deſcend to particularize thoſe 
Adventages, by which they are ſevered | 

and diſcriminated from the vulgar, and which 


conſequently by being peculiar to them, devolve ' 
on them an obligation of a diſtin# Duty. And | 
here I ſhall be careful to prevent diſpute, and'' 
therefore take in none but what are ſo obvious,as 
to be univerſally acknowledged ; and then having 
my premiſles granted, I ſhall hepe they will not 
_ themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as to reſiſt | 
or diiclaim the Concluſion, 

2. I BEGIN with that Advertage which 
they are carlieſt poſleſt of, that of an ingenuous 
and refined Education 5 of which,I hope none that | 
hath hadit, will ſo far confute the Efficacy, as | 
to deſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoſtle | 


urges in a higher Argument, Rome. 9. may be aps | 


pliable here. Mens minds are naturally of the | 
ſame Clay 3 Education is the Potters hand and 
wheel that forms them into Veſſels of bonoxr or 
diſhonoxwr. And though experience ſhews us, it 
15 too poſlible for Men ta deface thoſe nobler Im- 


preſſions | 
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! preſſionswhich they have thus received, = that 


makes it not ceaſe to be in it ſelf a moſt eſtimable 
Bleſſing, any more than that excellency of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be defa- 
ced by his Fall. It is certain, there is no Hu- 
mane means more effettual towards the refining 
and ſharpening Mens intelleQts, giving them an 
edge and quickneſs; and that the more, becauſe 
ittakesthem in that age whereia their faculties 
are, as their joynts, pliant and traftable, and fo 
capable of being by exerciſe improvd into great 
degrees, both of ſtrength and a@tivity. This Ad- 
vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the ex- 
pen'etulne!s of fuch a breeding ſets it beyond 
their reach: The indigence of whoſe condition, 
doth on the contrary determine their purſuits to 
that only, which may bring them ina {abſiſtence, | 
faſtens them to the Shop or Plough,and ſo leaves 
their minds uncnltivated and unapt for thoſe 


; more excellent productions which the happier 
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Inſtitution of Gentlemen enable them for 3 as we 
ſee it obſerved by the Wiſe man, Feclws. 38. 25; 
tothe end of that Chapter. 

3- ASECOND Advantage is that of 
Wealth, which to Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it 
were, rained down fromthe Clouds, both in re- 
ſpe@ of the plenty and the eaſineſs of its acquili- 
tion.Fair Patrimonies, large Inhetirances deicend 
on them without one drop of their ſwear, one mi» 
nutes toil or ſolicitude, as if they were the un- 
doubted Heirs of the 7/7aelites Bleflings, Succel- 
(ors in their Cenee”, who were to poſſef w_ 
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full of all good things which they filled not,and Wells 
digged which they digged not, Vineyards and Olive- 
trees which they planted not, as it 1s, Dent. 6. 11, 
The Poet hath placed it in the front of his Inven- 
tory, the prime ingredient in the completeſt fe- 
licity of this life, Res zorparta labore ſed relifa : 
whereas on the other fide the lower rank of Men 
fetch their meer neceſlaries out of the Earth, 
which being, as it were, hardned and petrified 
by Adam's lin, muſt be mollifted and fuppled 
with their ſweat, before it will become pene- 
trable, will not yield them food, but gives them 
alſo a portion of ſorrow with it. They muſt firſt 
be torn with thoſe Thorns and Briars which cover 
her ſurface, before they can fetch nouriſhment 
out of her Bowelsz they muſt buy their Bread 
with theirſweat, asif they had ingroſled the pe- 
nalty of their firſt Fathers (in, whilſt Gentlemen 
ſweat only the engagement of their ſports, or 
by thedire&ion of the Phyſtciar, to digeſt their 
fulneſs of Bread. Which every one muſt con- 
fels a ſufficient inequality. 

4. A THIR D is that of Tize. This de- 
pends by way of conſequence on the former. For 
God having made ſuch liberal provifions for them, 
thus prevented them with the Bleflings of his 
Goodneſs, they can have noneed toemploy their 
time to gain that, wherewith they already 
abound 3 and ſo being exempted from that one 
devouring expenſe of it, have a great ſtock to be- 
{tow on other more excellent purpoſes » whereas 


the poor Man hath ſcarce any vacant minute, of 


fuck 
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ſuch as he can call his own. They are all fore- 
ſtalled by thoſe preſſing neceſfities which lie un- 
removable upon him. His day-hours are chal- 
lenged by his labour, his nights by his reſt; and 
the ſatisfying of theſe Claims ſo neceflary, that 
his own ſupport, perhaps that alſo of a numerous 
family depends upon it 3 and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So that if Tize be 
to be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly it 1s, 
here 1s a ſecond ſort of Poverty to which he is ex- 
poſed as a reſult of the former 3 and another ma- 
nifelt inequality between him and the Gertle- 
man. 

5s. AFOURTH is that of Authority, by 
which I mean not that which belongs ro thole 
which are advanced to Publick Office; for. that 
being peculiar to ſome few only, will not bear 2 
diſtinct part in my preſent con(ideration : bunt E 
underſtand by it that more private influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that are 
their Dependents. And this alſo may be reckon- 
ed an effect of the former, their Wealth : For in 
proportion to that, the tiumber of Servants, Te- 
nants, and Penſioners, ( yea, perhaps of Friends 
t00 _) 15to be meaſured. . And over all theſe they 
have ſomewhat (though not of abſolute deſport- 
cal dominion, yet ) of ſway and frevalency. On 
the other fide, the poor Mans authority is bound- 
ed withinthe narrow circuit of his little cottage, 
being in effect no other than the propagation of 
that Power Nature hath given him over his own 
body, to thoſe Branches which ſpring from it, 


his 
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his Children 5 aud to that Cien which is itgrafted 
into it, his Wife. And if he ſhall but peep out 
of this little Principality, attempr to inlarge his 
Territories, and preſcribe to any Foreigner, he 
will ſoon be taught how little his power 1s ac- 
knowledged, and confequently how great a di- 
ſtance he ſtands in this particular alio from the 
Gentleman. 

6. THE fifth is that of Reputation and 
Eſfteerr;, which as the World goes, 15 a thadow 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealth 
and Honour are the things that render any perſon 
conſiderable ameng(t Men, prepare them with 
an aptnefs to embrace his Didtates, to conſider 
his Counſels, to tran'cribe his Copies. And 
though now it often falls out to be an unjuſt mea- 
ſure, 


thereforeif it bepaid themupon this ſuppoſition, 
tis they only that are guilty of the injuſtice, by 
defeating the ground of it. But by what tenour 
ſoever they hold it, 'tis ſure 5 it may be made an 
apt Inftrument to many good purpoſes, and 
therefore well deſerves to be accounted into the 
number cf their advantages. But now if you 


look on the poor Man, you ſhall ſee him loaded ' 
with Contempts, from which, noinward Excel- | 


lencies he poſſeſſes can reſcue him. It is the ob- 
ſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that the poor mans 
wiſdom is deſpiſed, Eocleſe 9: 16; So hated ant 


{corned 
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et perhaps it may have no unju(t Original. | 
For if fact perfons did make ulc of tho'e advanta- | 
ges they have, to make their Minds as rich as | 
their Fortunes, this were but their due. And | 
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{corned a thing 15 Poverty, that it ſeems the Fate 
of it is infeCtious, and calts reproach upon the 
moſt eſtimable things that cohabit withir. The 
world is ſo full of inſtances of this truth, that we 
need go no higher than our own times. But if 
we ſhould look back, we may find one as ancient 
as Job who in his own perſon experimented theſe 
diſtant effects of Proſperity and Adverlity. 
Whule he was ina flouriſhing condition Mer gave 
ear to him, and waited and kept ſilence at his coun- 
ſel. After his words, they ſpake not again, and his 
ſpeech dropped on them, Job 29.21,22. But 1n 
the next Chapter we find the Scene quite caang- 
ed, and this reverenced and adored perlon 1s be- 
come a ſong and t by-word to the baſeſt of men. 1 
ſhall readily acknowledge this injurious treating 
of the poor to be a great Barbariſm. But though 
there can nothing be inferred from 1t as de jure, 
yet its being ſo de fado, proves all I am about to 
aſſert, viz. The great unevennels that is ( in this 
inſtance, as well as the former ) between Gentle- 
ten and their Inferiors. 

7. HAVING given this Schedule of unde- 
niable Priviledges they enjoy,l ſhall, before I pro- 
ceed farther, beleech them here to make a ſtand, 
and {oberly to conſider whether it be imaginable, 
that God hath put ſo many excellent Inſtruments 
of Action into their hands, only to make them 
lels ative. That were to accuſe the Divine 
Wiſdom of fuch an unskilful kind of managery, 
as the (halloweſt Humane Providence falls not 
under. Wall any of them be at the care and ex- 

C penle 
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penſe to furniſh a Servant with all Materials and 
Utenſils for work, with no other Deſign, but 


that he may ſpend his time either in ſleep or riot ? | 


If they will not,I ſhall ask how they would like a 
Servant that ſhould ſo abſlurdly pervert their in- 
tentions? Andaccording to the anſwer they give 
to that, leave them to conclude of their own ac- 
ceptableneſs with their great Maſter 3 who not 
only in a (ſingle inſrance, but in an habitual- 
courle behave themliclves as prepoſteroutly. I 
cannot ſee how {uch a reflection,if made with any 
ſeriouſneſs, can mils of being attended with a ſe- 
vere {elf-condemnation. And then that being fo 
proper a ba/rs and ground-work, ſhould methinks 
by a kind, even of natural energy,invite them to 
ſuperſtruct on it more Noble and Chriſtian pur- 


poſes 3 that they who are lo apt to expe& Ado- | 


ration from others, ſo willing to be Idoliz'd, may 
not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Idols 
C have mouths and ſpeak not, Ec. Pſal. 135.as ma- 


- — 
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ny unactive powers, as thoſe have Organs ,) but | 


may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſemblance 
to that Divine Ellence, whole operations are as 
Inceſſant as Excellent, and by an unintermitted 
Induſtry in employing thoſe advantages God 
hath put into their hands, anſwer his defign in 


beſtowing them. 


SECT. 
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SSUT. 1V; 


The Branches of his Calling founded in the jirſt Ad- 


vantage , that of Education, 


I. PRESUME it 1s by this time rendred 

tafficiently evident, that a Gentleman hath 

a Calling; it 1snow lealonable to advance, 
and thew what thet is. And of this the ground 
hath already been Jaid i the Jalt Seo by the 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he pol- 
ſeties 3 which being thoſe Talents committed. to 
his matiagery, his Calling will be the moſt exact- 
ly anatomized and diftributed into its parts, by 
untolding thole ſeveral Branches of his Receits, 
and examining what improvements cach of them 
is capable of, which as ſo many diſtin&t Limbs 
_ upthe entite Body of his Calling. 

THIS I ſhall do, not only in the groſs, 
but ſev erally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall take the liberty of doing it with the addition! 
of a double reflection 3 the one on the contrary 
prafice, the other on he pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
that will infallibly attend the diſcharge of this 
Duty. 

3. I BEGIN with that of their Fducation 5' 
the former part w hereof commonly commences 
as timely as the firſt Excrciles of their Reaſon. 


C2 IK 


20 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. © 


It is ſocreditable a thing ta have Children pur 1n- 
to an early nurture, that there are few Parenrs (0 
careleſs of their own reputation, as to neylect it, 
but do either by themſelves, or ſome others. to 
whom they aſlign the charge, put them under 
ſach a Di/cipline as may break their natural rude- 
neſs and ſtubbornneſs, mould thcm into ſome 
form of Civility, and teach them that firſt Fun- 
damental Leflon of Obedience, on which all fu- 
ture inſtructions muſt be buile. And this is an 
huge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceed- 
ing parts of Education, but towards the regulari- 
ty of the whole Jife. For by having their Infant- 
paſſions thus checked and bridled, they become 
more tame and governable ever after. The next 
part of Education, is Erxdition and Inſtruction, 
and under a Succelſion of this they are for many 
years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gertle- 
man, but will commit his Son to the care of ſome 
Tutor, either at home or abroad, who at farſt in- 
ſtils thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer 
years, and as Age matures their parts, ſo advan- 
ces his Lectures, till he have let them in to thoſe 
ſpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them both Exerciſe and Delight. This 1s that 
Tree of Knowledge, upon which their lies no 1nter- 
gdict : which inſtructs nor, as that in Eder did by 
{ad and coſtly experience, but by fair and ſafe in- 
tuitions, and may well be looked on as a principal 
plant in that Paradiſe wherein God hath placed 

this rank of Men, 
4. THESE two parts of Education united, 
qualife 
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qualifie a man for many excellent purpoies. It 
will be impoſſible to enumerate all, becauſe a | 
mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, muſt yet owe 
the opportunities of many actions to outward 
circumſtances and occalions,which being various 
and accidental, ean with no certainty be brought 
into the account. But abſtracting from theſe, 
there are divers more intrinlick benefits, which 
nothing but a Mans ſelf can fruſtrate 3 and thoſe 
alone I ſhall infiſt on. 

5. FIRST, a Man thus Educated is better 
prepared to reliſt all Errors that may invade his 
Underſtanding: his diſcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a Pro- 
polition, and diſcover the infirm and feeble 
parts 3 and ſo isnot tobe impoſed upon by ſuch 
{|I;ght Sophiſms, as captivate whole herds of the 
vulgar. This Advantage, it 1s apparent he hath, 
and it is his duty to make uſe of it , to examine 
cautiouſly the grounds of an Opinion, before he 
give up his aſſent to it, an not to betray his Rea- 
lon, either to his Sloth, by neglecting togive it 
a competent diſeuſſion 5 or to his Intereſt, by 
electing Tenents rather by their profitableneſs 
than their truth. This certainly is the leaſt that 
is ſuppoſable to be required of them in this parti- 
cular, and ſure it is ſo moderate an injunttion, 
as the moſt mutinous humour can have 1 temp- 
tation to quarrel at. For who could think lim « 
ſevere impoſer, who having fiirniſhed a man w' 

a light to dire him through ſome dark vaf? 
Would only require him not to blow it out ? 
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6. AND as he hath this Advantage in reſpe& 
of his Uzderſtznding, fo hath he, in the ſecond 
place, tn relation to his #311 : which though 1t be 
a free faculty, and conſequently cannot be forci- 
bly determined to any thing, yet it 1s capable of 
perſwaſions and inducements, and 1s uſually 
bended and inclined by them. It muſt therefore 
be a fair ſtep towards the rectifying of the W1ll, 
when the intellect 1s ſtored with Arguments and 
Incentives to goodneſs. And this Learning mult 
be ſuppoled to provide for, unleſs we will ex- 
clude out of the Scheme, both Morality and Di- 
vinity 3 for each of thole will yield variety of luch 
Arguments. MAvrality will preſent Virtue as pcr- 
fectly annable in it ſelf, and fo fit to be embraced 
for its own ſake : and not only ſo, but allo as 
highly profitable and advantageous to us, as be- 
ing that which gives the ſublimeſt pertection to 
our Natures, the ſweeteſt reſt and tranquillity to 
our Minds; and in a word, a full fatistaction to 
all our Rational Appetites. Divinity confirms 
all this, and ſuperad{s what infinitely tranſcends 
It, the a{lurance of thoſe cternal and glorious re- 
wards in another world. And theſe ſurely are 
ſuch rempring alleZ;ves, as are very proper toat- 
tractthe Will to chuſe what appears thus excel- 
lent, thus defirable, provided they be juſtly re- 
preſented toit. And the doing that, the preſl- 
ſing thele motives home upon the Will, and that 
in refutation of all the cantrary deceivable pre- 
rten{tons of vice, 1s the firſt part of their obliga- 
tion. But then t1ere 1s allo a ſecond, and that 


s 
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is, that they permit themſelves to be perſwaded 
by ſuch efficacious arguments, and aCtually con- 
form their wills to theſe dictates of their under- 
ſtanding, that 1s, that they really and effettively 
be ſuch men, as their education dire&s and re- 
quires them tobe: Which being the work of their 
Wills, *twill beablurd to plcad impoſtibility or 
infirmity, ſince 'tis manifett they may if they 
will ; which is ſuch a degree of liberty, as ſerves 
in all other inſtances to denominate a man a free 
agent, and ſuch asall puniſhments and rewards 
both divine and humane are founded on. 

7. A THIRD advantage is in relation to 
his AﬀeTions 5 which being the inferior and more 
brutilh part of the man, are yet ſo impetuous and 
alluming, that they are very apt to uſurp the do- 
minion over the nobter facultics ; and where they 
gain it, the event 1s an'werable to what we ſee 1n 
States, where the common people have wreſted 
the Scepter, all is put into contuſion. Now that 
which may prevent theſe civil broils in the foul, 
and ſecure the government to the proper Sove- 
reign, may well be reputed an advantage. And 
to this, nothing meerly humane 1s more condu- 
cing than Fdwcation. For firſt, that early diſct- 
plme which we preſumed, one part of it puts a 
bridle in the mouths of theſe head-ſtrong paſh- 
ons, which by many repeated as of reſtraint at 
laſt forget their native ferity, and become more 
calm and tractable. But then Erudition com- 
pleats this conqueſt, backs rhis unruly beaſt, and 
by adextrans managery not only reſtrains, but 
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guides him, and makes him ſerve to many ulctul 
purpoles, renders theſe mutinous Rebe!s not on- 
ly captivated (laves, but good Subjects, obedi- 
ent to the lawsof Reaſon. All this Education 1s 
of it felt aptiy dilpoſed todo,it men will not take 
the Beaſts part againſt it, encourage him ta 
plungetill he have thrown the Rider. And all 
that 1sin this particular required of them, is but 
to hold faſt tho'e reins that are thus put 1nto 
their hands,to keep their Aﬀections in ſuch a jult 
jubjection, that they may receive, not give laws. 
Thus we ſee the influence which Education hath 
oO! all the eljential parts of a mans mind. And 
were it here ſo immured and cloſed up, that it 
could make no fallies at all thence; did the {oul, 
like Gideor's fleece, ingrols all this precious dew; 
yet whileſt that received ſuch Jhberal tatulions, it 
would irretragably evince this to be no mean in- 
confiderable advantage. But its indeed impol- 
ſible it ſhould be ſo confin'd ; for if it be permit- 
ted to make the'e imprefſions within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the circum- 
terence 3 fo certainly will it extend and manifeſt 
it ſelf in the more vilible effe&s3 all the pro- 
ducts and emanations of a mind thus regulated 
will own thetr original 3 bear the Image of their 
Parent. 

8. AND firſt his Behaviour will be affable 
and civil, not infolent and imperious3 as one 
that knows Humanity and gentleneſs 1s a com- 
mon debt to mankind, and therefore will not 
thins fit to contract or dam up his civility into ſo 
AD | + narrow 
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narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſwel into com- 
plement, and mean flattery towards thoſe above, 
an4 not ſuffer one drop to deſcend on thote be- 
neath him but diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, that all 
channels may be filled with ww. *Tis true, the 
depth of ſome will require a greater proportion to 
that filling than others 3 and there 'tis not to be 
doubted but he may be more liberal 3 only inthe 
mean time the ſhallower are not to remain dry. 
Let the incquality be ſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subjects, not from the par- 
tiality of the Agent, and he prevaricates no part 
of his duty in this matter. 

9. SECONDLY, his Words will be tem- 
perate and decent, the product of judgment, not 
of rage. For he that hath calmed his paſſions 
hath nothing to betray him to raſh, angry, or 
rude language : this 1s a foam whichis caſt up on- 
ly by the billows of a turbulent tempeſtuous 
mind 3 and can never be thz illues of ,a ſerene 
compoſed temper. To this it 1s but proportion- 
able, that they be allo weighty and material. 4 
wiſe mans words, lanth the Son of Sirach, are 
weighed inthe ballance, and therefore hethat hath 
improved his Education to that pitch of profici- 
ency, will ſurcly look his diſcourſe be ſuch, as 
may anſwer that character, which muſt at the 
leaſt ſuppoſe it to have lomething of lolidity, no 
man ever attempting to put troth and bubbles in- 
to the Scales, And not only fo; but it muſt al- 
lo preſume it to have ſomething of uſe and value : 
for, who ever take: pains to weigh what for its 
Boe uſcleſneſs 
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uſcleineſs and meanne(s he intends to caſt out as 
refuſe? And both thele qualifications are very 
ellential parts of a' Gertlemarn's dialet, the one 
oppoled to light and fooliſh, the other to unſca- 
ſonable diſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing 
of weight (unleſs it be that of a burden to the 
hearers ) ſothe other can have nothing of uſe,nor 
conſequently of worth, that being to be meaſured 
by the aptneſs of it to the perſons to whom it is 
addreticd. It ſhould be the endeavour of thoſe 
whom God hath endued with knowledge, to con- 
vey as much of benefit and inſtruction to others 
as they can: in order, whereunto 'tis neceſlary 
they adapt their ſpeech to the capacities of thoſe 
they treat with, otherwiſe letthem diſcourſe ne- 
ver ſo elaborately,they will rather confound than 
cdihe, and appear to affect more to boaſt, than 
communicate their knowledge. 


10. LASTLY, his Employments will be 


worthy and ingenuous. A Man that hath this 5»- | 
ward Nobility of Mind ſuperadded to that of his | 
Birth, will abhor to buſte himſelf viciouſly or im- 


pertinently 3 he hath thoſe qualifications, which 
render him uſetul,and he muſt give himſelf thoſe 
Exerciſes, whereby he may become the moſt emi- 
nently ſo. If by juſt authority he be afligned to 
any publick charge, he is to embrace it cheertul- 
Iy3 notasa prize cither to Ambition or Cove- 
touſneſs, but as an opportunity of Virtuez a 
ſphere wherein he may move the moſt vigorouſly 
in the ſerviceof God and his Countrey. But this 
happening but to few, it 1s neceſſary he have 

ſome 


my gs pÞyY gee & Aw_( 6s 


I -s ws 7 


— — --- 


Advantage ; f Education. 27 


— 
——— 


— —  - - — —  - 


Fs HO—— 


ſame other reſerve of ation. And ſuch ſurcly, 
he that indultrioully deſigns 4t, cannot waar : 
wherein though perhaps his influence will not be 
ſo general as in that, yetitmay fall very au pict- 
outly on many. And when all thoſe occalions 
are exhauſted roo, when all direct operationsare 
at a ſtand, he may yet betake himto the retlcx'd, 
cmploy his activity upon himſelf, which will al- 
ways remain a proper object of his Induſtry, he 
being though a rich, yer ſtill ſuch an improve- 
able ſoil, as will incourage and reward his HuC 
bandry, though never fo often repeated. And 
now I ſhall preſume it apparent, That Education 
is a moſt eftimable Treature, a precious Minc 
that contains ſo many rich veins. O, why ſhould 
any that pollels it, fifter themliclves to be Poor, 
meerly for want of diligence in digging out the 
ore ! 

11. AND would to God that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, fach as none were concerned 
in. But they thatlook on the Manners of mi- 
ny that have had this happy inſtitution, will 
find too great cauſe to wonder and bewail, that 
ſo hopeful a Sceds-tme ſhould produce to (len- 
der, nay fo degenerate a Crop: As if Job's curſe 
were here exemplified, Job 31. 40. Thiſtles to 
grow in ſtcas of Wheat,and Cockles in ſtead of Barly. 
Plutarch tells us of a voice frozen in the midſt of 4 
River, that became audible by the thaw, and ap- 
pliesit to Moral Precepts taught in youth, but 
actuated by age. Fhe Sjmile fpeaks him to 
have liycd m better times ; for in theſe, the voice 

| diffolves 
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diflolves with the Ice, leaves not ſo much as an 
Eccho behind it. Men now make it the bufine!s 
of their riper years, tounravel not the follies,but 
the learning of their youth - no ſooner are they 
got fromunder the Diſcipline of others, but the 
firſt at of it they exercile, is upon thole notions 
which have been inſtilled into them. And here 
they are {uch ſevere Li&ors, that the mildeſt in- 
fliction 1s to gag and bind them, deprive them 
both of voice and motion. Nor are they ordina- 
rily ſatisfied with this, but as if they feared they 
would, like impatient Captives, watch ſome ad- 
vantage to break looſe again, their final doomis 
Oſtraciſm,they and their Linage 3 all ſober Coun- 
ſcisderived fromthem are utterly expulſt, ſo to- 
tally raled out of their minds, that not the leaſt 
footiteps of them remain. And all this under the 
name of Pe4azxtry, a title, which it is probable 
their great averineſs to their Teachers ſuggeſts to 
them, as the molt pathetick reproach as if they 


meant now to be reyenged on Learning and Tu- | 


cor together, for attempting to make them wiſe 
againlt their wills. 

12. AND now when the root 1s thus ſtockt 
up, there 1s little expectation of Fruit. And 
therefore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fore- 
mentioned etiefts of Education, will be more diſ- 
appointed,than Chriſt ſeemed to be by the Fig-tree 3 
that, though fraitlef, yet afforded leaves. But 
here we are not tohofe for ſo much, no ſign that 
ever there was ſuch a plant in the ſoil. Letus 
briefiy review thoſe ſeverals, and ſee what ofthem 
15 ordinarily tobe met with. 13.AND 
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13. AND firſtfor thereſiſting of Errors,we 
uſually find Gentlemer no Heroes 1n this point : 
their VUnderſtandings are as pliant, as ſeducible,as 
thoſe who never had their means of fortifying 
them. And if they do indeed reject Errors, it 
is commonly by the ſame Engine, wherewith 
they caſt off Truth, viz. their inconſ1deration or 
both, as not being able to endure lo much leri- 
oulneſs and intention of mind, as may ſerve to er- 
ter them of any opinicn. They have tranſplant- 
ed their diſcerning faculty from their intelleCt to 
their Sexſes, and find it there (o tull, ſo inceflant 
imployment, that it can never be at leiſure to re- 
vert to Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can diſ- 
cern exactly the moſt minute error 1n their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the 
Laws of the Afode, are moſt exquilite Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and can they 
ever think fit to trouble their heads (whoſe leaſt 
Lock mult not for a world be diſturbed) with ab- 
ſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found out fomuch 
a more eaſte exerciſe of their faculties ? If any 
ſhall think this character partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhall befcech him to compare it with the true 
ſtate of our young Galartr ain this point,and then 
upon the ſame account that cold and ſcanty 
praiſes go for detraQtion, I ſhall expe& this ve- 
ry imperfect and partial accufation may pals for a 
Panegyrick. 

14. NEXT forthe regulation of their Fil, 
that advantage depends ſo much on the former, 
that of their Underſtandings, that what evacuates 

that, 
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that, muſt neceſlarily be ſuppoſed to do the ſame 
for this alſo. It 1s not imaginable that he who 
hath defaced all his principles, whether moral or 
divine,,or at leaſt never revolves or conſiders 
them, ſhould reccive any influence from them, 
ſince they operate not but by a diſtinct applica- 
tion. And here ſhould I ask many Gertlezrcn, 


when they ever ſo much asattemptcd any thing of 


this ſort, I fear they would be forced to quarrel 
at the 1incivility of the queſtion, tocvade the ne- 
ceſiity of anſwering it. But God knows their 
actions ſpeak too loud, that their buſineſs 1s to 
obey, not to preſcribe 3 to fulfil, not regulate 
their Wis. Nay indec( 'tis too frequent, that 
inſtead of conforming their wills to their princi- 
ples, they model and transform their principles 
to their wills, herein veritying Ariſtotle's obſerva- 
tion, that Pleaſures are corrnptives of Principles. 
And (o by this one art of inverlion, the face of 
things is quite changed 3 Virtue which their 
books repreſented to them as lovely and honoura- 


ble, 1snow thought to have gained that luſtre on- | 


ly by the flattery and varniſh ofthe painters, and 
lo is decried as the moſt unamiable, deſpicable 
_ creature : and on the other ſide, all the contrary 
vices are taken from under that black veil, Phi- 
lol/ophers or Divines have putupon them,and are 
furbuſh'd and trimm'd up, ſet to open view, as 
the moſt ſplendid, glorious things, the moſt 
adorning accomplithments of a Gentleman. 

5. AND to ſecure this tranſmutation, even 


God himſelf muſt have his part in it, be con- 
eluded 


. 
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cluded to have been all this while miſrepreſent- 

ed in thoſe characters of Parity and Juſtice, his 

word has made of him, and to have laid no iuch 

ſevere reſtraints upon men, as that tells us of. 

That Temperance, Chaſtity, ſelf-denyal, Mortifi- 

cation, &c. were but the creations of ſome melan- 

choly Recluſes, who would then envioully impole 

thoſe bands upon others, wherewith they had 

fooliſhly fetter'd themſelves; that God 1s more 

indulgent to Mens appetites, which they may 1a- 

tiate here, as they pleaſe, without thoſe future 

dangers Preachers tright them with ? That this 

is the new Gentile Divinity, we need not appeal 

to Mens lives, their words openly proclaiming 

it, not without much fcorn and contempt of 
their eaſy ſimplicity, who govern themſelves by 

theother. Yet as if this would not ſufficiently 
provide for impiety, as if they were conſciousof 
that abſurdity, which indeed there is in defining. 
God an abettor and favourer of vice, many have 
advanced a ſtep higher taking a more compendi- 
ous courſe, and ſince they cannot bring God 
over to their party, make him ſuch as will ſerve 
their turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheiſts. Of this there are too too many inſtan- 
ces, and 'tis to be feared will be many more, 
whileſt to all other ſenſual allurements that opi- 
mon makes to its Proſelytes, this is added, that 
It 15 become a creditable thing, the badge and ſig- 
nature of a modern Wit, thus to be one of Da- 
vid s tools, in ſaying there is no Cod. 
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16. I'N the next place, let us deſcend to the 
AﬀeF#ions, and fee what etlects of their educa- 
tion 1s diſcernible there. And truly that ſeems 
to be no other, than what is obſervable of a dam, 
put to intercept the courle of ſome rapid ſtream, 
which {ſo ſoon as 1t is either removed or born 
down,the torrent gufhes with ſo much the greater 
violence, for having had that oppoſition : ſo here, 
when the reſtraints, which bridled their minort- 
ty, arc taken off, their paſſions fwell to a higher 
degree of impetuolity, they ccale to be boyes 
and men together, the man1s diſmounted, loo'es 
the reins, and1s dragg d whither the fury of the 
beaſt direfts. Aſad change, yet daily too vilt- 
ble in many : fer alas what 1s more ordinary than 
to lee Gentlemen, under the dominion of theie 
brutiſh appetites? Sometimes tranſported by 8 
Rage to the greateſt Undecencies, nay Dan- 
gers3 ſometimes hurried by a Luft like the poſ- 
ſeſt perſon, Mark 9. 22. through fire and water, the 
molt deiperate deſtruttive attempts, and have 
nothing but rottenneſs and diſcale as the final 
prize of all thoſe difficult adventures 5 ſome- 
times *drowned in ſwiniſh 7ntemperance and 
ſometimes again intombed in the Earth, buried 
asit were alive by ſordid covetouſnels, as if they 
meant to tranſcribe, though not the innocence, 
yet the ſufferings of the Primitive Chriſtians, 1n 
being torn in pieces by wild Beaſts. Oh, that they 
might ence be brought to relinquiſh this abfurd 
fortitude, that thoſe who laugh at the precept of 
turning the other cheek, Mat. 5. 39. would - 
cre 
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here infiuitely over-actitz3 and give up them- 
ſelves to be buffeted, yea ſlaughter'd by theſe 
their cruelleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Platonick 
lovers of Martyrdom,as to chule only this,where* 
tothere 15 no Crown annexed, but what 15 worn 
in the Kingdom of darkneſs. 

17. A ND now fince we ate thus to ſeek of 
theſe inward effefts, we can with no reaſon hope 
for any of thoſe outward, which are the reſults 
and conſequences of theſe. And then *twill be 
no wonder to obſerve Gentlemen behave them- 
ſelves diſdainfully and imperioufly, as if they 
could not ſet a juſt value on themſelves, without 
the unjuſt contempt of others. *Tis true indeed, 
this1s commonly a wind that blows but one way, 
down the hill 3 only upon thoſe below them, up- 
wards they breath gentler gaſes; it being one of 
their moſt ſtudied faculties, to perform all acts 
of the moſt ſupererrogating Civility to thoſe 
above them. But when that Civility 1s through- 
ly ſcanned, it will prove a greater injury than 
the contrary Rudenels; 'tis made up of ſuch hol- 
low profeſſions, ſuch groſs flatteries, as are 
much worſe than reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to 
be actually ſeconded with them 3 there being no- 
thing more uſua], than to revile and deride thoſe 
at a diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore. And theſe now become ſuch eflential 
indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that the 
want of either inevitably betrays 4 man to the 
title of a filly Ruſtick; Flatteries and Deſpiſings 


being the two contrary elements, whereof he, 
whom 
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whom they call a Fine Gentleman, is to be com- 
ounded. 

18. T HIS givesanaccountalſo of ſome part 
of his DialeF, which thus far anſwers little to 
thoſe requilite qualifications, Weight and Ute- 
fulneſs; there being nothing more trivial or uſe- 
leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 
'twere well ifno worſe epithets belonged to them. 
But if we look allo into the reſt, they will ordi- 
narily appear to carry proportion with thele : 
"Tis every mans obſervation, that mo ſpring wif 
riſe higher than its firſt head 5 and then words be- 
ing but the iſſues of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions, *tis no 
wonder if the diſcourſe be light and ny. 


eaſie toexemplifte in the ſeveral ſorts of it adapt- | 


ed to the ſeveral humours of men; but 'tis alſo ſo 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact by 
tranſcribing the impertinence too. But what ſuch 
frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt ſerious 
may become by accident : And thus we ſee itthe 
infirmity of ſome, whoſo far retain their Edu- 
cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed 
to vent their plenty ſo unſeaſonably or affefted- 
ly, that it produces nothing of benefit to the hear- 
ers, but rebounds injuriouſly with the aſperſion 
of vanity upon themſelves. 

19. BUT ſuch is the miſery of this Age, that 
it were a fair compolition, if Gentlewer could be 
perlwaded to reduce their D3ſcowrſe only to a 
privative ſort of Illneſs ; *twere ſomewhat tolera- 
ble, if as on the one ſide they did not miniſter 


grace, 
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grace, Eph. 4.29. {o on the other they did not 
breath infe&tion on the hearers. But alas! what 
are all thoſe profane ſcoffings at Piety, fo fre- 
quent among them, but as ſo many blaſts and 
malevolent vapours to nip and deſtroy the pra- 
fice of it? And lo we ſee it too commonly does 
among thoſe whoſe greener reſolutions ſet them 
not above their malignant influence. How does 
their immodeſt and obſcene talk diſperſe and 
ſcatter their own impure fres, to the inflaming 
of others ? And whilſt they inſcribe upon theſe 
Poylons the inviting names of Ingenuity and 
Eſprit ; they do not only tempt men greedily to 
imbibe them, but evendefame and proſtitute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs tor 
all ſavage rudeneſs to range in, and make as ma- 
ny Candicates tor that reputation, as there are 
mmpfrous and beſtial men in the world. And to 
this ſort of Wit they have found out a very pro- 
portionable Rhetorick, F mean that of their 
Oaths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, which fo 
overſpreads their language, that (like a pro- 
faſe Embroidery that even quite hides the. 
Stuffe ) it becomes the more remarkable part of 
it, *FT1s not a little ſtrange how this fouleſt de- 
formity hath gotten to pals for an embelliſhment 
and ornament of Stile 3 but that it doth fo, is. 
very viſible not only from the no pretence of 
other temptation to it, but alſo from that at- 
fected and ſtndied variety obſervable among 
them, as if they had the fame concernment for 
their Diſcourſe, which they have for them- 

D 2 ſelves, 
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ſelves, viz. that it may every Year appear in 
fome new piece of Dreſs, have ſome Oaths freſh 
minted to ſet it off. 

20. T O all thele they may add their vain 
Boaſtings and Aſlumings, which are often ſo de- 
plorably ridiculous, that 'tis doubtful whether 
more pity or contempt belongs to them. Thus 
oftentimes, he that has but croſt the Seas 
to fetch a Feather and fartaſtick Mean, brags 
more of his Travels, than it he had paſs'd the 
Line, and felt the ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. 
Andupon the ſtrength of this he takes authority 
to impoſe on others the moſt abſurd and incre- 
dible Relations 3 yet ſtill impoſing more pernici- 
ouſly on himſelf, 7.e. a belief that he appears ve- 
ry illuſtrious and glorious in all this, and on that 
confidence the ſmiles which his auditors mean in 
ſcorn, ſhall be taken in applauſe of him, and ſo 
encourage thoſe follies they deride. 

12. INDEED where this vain humour 
dwells, it will betray it ſelf in innumerable inde- 
cencies of ſpeech 3 but never does it give it ſelf a 
fuller or worſe character, than when it lets looſe 
to anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and 
fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this we 
frequently ſee overflow in all the invenomed re- 
proachful language imaginable, ſuch as one 
would woudentlinns fall from the mouth of any, 
whoſe education had not been wholly barbarous 3 
ar inverted kind of Eloquence, whereto ſome, 
who have been taught the rules of better Rheto- 
zick, have a great fluency- 
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22. I F now we ſhouldproceed to take a view 
of their Impleyments, there is little doubt but that 
Teket, Dan. 5. 27. might be a proper 1nſcription 
on them, yea a mild one too, Lightneſs and Va- 
nity being many times the moſt innocent ingredi- 
ent in them. And this 1s but a natural inference 
from the former : for ſince the Principle of Adﬀti- 
ons as well as Words 1s within, it will certainly 
operate alike in bothz as Water ſent from one 
fountain through ſeveral pipes, is the ſame, and 
hath equal vertues or faults in each. [t were too 
calie to give as particular an account of theſe as 
the former 5 but foreſceing an occaſion to do that 
in another place, I ſhall transfer it thither, as 
not deſiring to iterate the 1importunity on fo un- 
grateful a ſubject. 

23. A N D now he that ſhall conſider, that 
all this is but the partial Image and repreſentati- 
on of thoſe, who have had that Education we ſo 
much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask Ju- 
das's queſtion, Ad quid perditio hec? Why was all 
this waſte of Diſcipline and Literature 2 To what 
purpoſe was ſo coſtly a foundation laid, when the 
ſuperſtructure is in the Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3. 
12. nothing but hay and ſtzbble? And I doubt ma- 
ny defeated Parents have cauſeto make this com- 
plaint: but I fear alſo divers of them may with 
juſtice accuſe themſelves as Acceſlories to their 
own diſappointments, who by an overhaſty de- 
fire of ſeeing their Sons men, do at once antici- 
pate and fruſtrate their hopes, evacuate the be- 
nefit of many years YT by taking them 
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too ſoon from under its benigne influence, Which 
though it uſually ſpring from immoderate indul- 
gence, is yet really the greateſt ſeverity 3 for 
what can be more ſo, than to tie them to all the 
labour and toil of the Seeds-time, force their 
Childhood to that ſtudy and intenfion of which 
that giddy age 15 moſt impatient, and then ſnatch 
them away at the Harveſt; ſuffer them to con- 
verſe no more with Learning, when once they 
grow capable of receiving cither delight or profit 
by it? Thus of Jate it hath been the method of 
Breeding, to poſt them with an inconvenient 
ſpeed from one ſtage to another, many times 
bringing them too ſoon to the Univerlity, but 
much oftner taking them too early from it, be- 
fore they bave near gained what they came th1- 
ther to furniſh themſelves with. And from thence 
the next ſtep is over the Sea, which ſoon waſhes 
away thoſe Notions, which lie crude in their 
brains, but have wanted maturity of years to di- 

eſt into their manners. Indeed 'tis not imagi- 
nable how they ſhould retain them, they being at 
their coming abroad ſolemnly put in a direct 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they formerly 
- Ttearnt, their whole time being then by order to be 
taken up in other unſpeculative exerciſes, where- 
inif my do happen to attain to ſome eminency, 
yet 'tis ſure but a dry exchange for what they quit 
for it. Butthen 'tis not one in twenty that ar- 
rives to that; the negligence of Governours, or 
their own headineſs, when they find the rein 
thus flackned, often makes their progreſs little 
nm 
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in any thing they are appointed to 3 but inſtead 
of that, they run a full career in all debaucht 
pleaſures, advance there in an inſtant tothe high» 
eſt proficiency. I ſay not this to decry Travel- 
ling in general, but only the unſeaſonable time 
that is choſen for it. He that would really im- 
prove his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at 
ſuch a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
oing education his Judgment is ſetled and quali- 
ed to make uſeful obſervations,his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that fohe may be capable of 
all the good, Foreign climbes can afford, and ſe- 
cured from the infection of the ill; like a Load- 
ſtone, attra&t things of weight only, and not 
like Jet, draw nothing but chafi and ſtraws. But 
I confeſs this a digreffion, and therefore return 
to thoſe who have thus embezled this precious 
Advantage, (and who have too much of their 
own wills in it, tobe able to transfer the guilt up- 
on any error of their Parents ) beſeeching them 
ſcrioully to lay to heart this their ſo ruinous il! 
husbandry, and tolet at laſt ſome better fruits of 
that ſeed appear 3 not to ſuffer a Piece of Plate 
leſtto the School or Colledge, to be the onl 
Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and fo 
bring thoſe Societies under the reproach ofextor- 
tion, or fraud, of profeſſing learning but im- 
parting none, of having taken ſome thing from 
them without giving them any valuable confide- 
ration, making them any proportionable returns. 
But that they would at laſt take up this Talent 
thus long buried in the napkin, and yet fall atra- 
D 4 ding 
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ding with it. And though the time they have 
loſt ſhould render them deſperate of the reward 
of the Tex Cities, tis yet motive enough to indu- 
ſtry, to reſcue themlelves from the lentence of 
the Slotbful ſervant. And yetthat will not be al], 
for there being no middle ſtate between reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſelt from 
the one, puts himſelf likewiſe into a certain ca- 
pacity of the other. But beſides all he is to ex- 
pett hercafter, he is ſureat the time of a very fair 
Antepalt of pleaſure here, which he will imme- 
diately reap from it, as the firſt fruits of the fu- 
ture rich harveſt, which though the Law com- 
manded to be ſacrificed, yet ſuch is the indul- 
gence of the Goſpel, that it exadts nothing, but 
that men would themſelves enjoy them. 

24. FOR ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 
God, that he is generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only to our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral concernments for knowing the impatience 
of our nature, that we lovenot to depend wholly 
upon rTeverſions, he hath been pleaſed to put 
-fomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh upon every 
part of duty. This might be evidenced diſtinct- 
ly through the whole Codex of Chriſtian Pre- 
cepts, his Toke 3s ar eafie, nay gracious Toke 5 his 
burden a light burden, Mitt. 11.28. And from this 
general ground, I may have warrant ſufficient. to 
aftirm the like of this particular I am now upon. 
But it may be yet more clearly evinced, by re- 
flecting on the ſeyeral improvements of this Ta- 
lent, which have been mention'd, as the Duty of 


all thoſe that poſſehs it, 25.AND 
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25. AND firſt, for that of an acute and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, I need appeal no further 
than to common Vote, to have that pronounced 
a very defirable thing, it being hard topick out a 
man of ſuch an avowed brutality, that will own 
the deſpiling it. Even thoſe who will be at no 
pains to acquire, will yet profeſs to elteem it. 
And we may believe them 1n earneſt, if from no 
other argument, yet from this, that every man 
affects the reputation of being Wiſe, is pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 
ry isnot more troubled and diſcomfited at any 
thing, than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 
If any ſhall deny this, I ſhall ſuſpend his conſuta-- 
tion, till ſome body reproach him with folly, and 
then from the diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf; 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom. 
And indeed why do good men look upon a fool 
with ſo much pity, and ill men with ſo much 
ſcorn, .if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a 
Credit? Nor is this the ſentence only of the vul- 
gar, who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
which 'they ſtand at the greateſt diftance, but 
eſpecially of the more diſcerning fort of men, 
who from every taſte they have had of it, have 
had their appetites fo raiſed, that they have in- 
ſatiably thirſted after the fuller draughts. This 
made {o many of the old Phzloſophers renounce the 
enjoyment of thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that offer- 
ed themlelves, to go inqueſt afterthis one tran- 
{cendent - delightz and Solomon to prefer this in 
his election before Riches and Honour, the two 
a principal 
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principal parts of worldly ſplendor, to the recti- 
tude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtimo- 
ny. Andnow if thisbe1n it ſelf ſo valuable, fo 
raviſhing a thing, ſhall its being here connected 
with duty, prove ſuch an allay, as to deprive it 
of all the guſt ? Certainly if it do, it muſt argue 
the palate very perverſe and diſtemper'd: for to 
all other, that one conſideration would give a re- 
liſh and flavour tothe drieſt, the moſt unpleaſant 
undertaking. The conſcience that I am now em- 
ployed asI ought 1s ſuch a refreſhment as is able 
to lweeten the ſevereſt labour, yea the greateſt 
ſuffering. Shame is a thing to which ———_ 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet the 
Apoſtles made it matter of joy, when it befel them 
for Chriſis ſake, AFs 5.41. And ſhall this bleſ(- 
{ed Copy of theirs be transformed in ſtead of 
tranſcribed ? Shall thoſe who have not ſo much 
Chriſtian patience, as to bear the ſlighteſt re- 
proach for him,have yet ſo muchwachriſtian ſinpi- 
dity, as to endure the greateſt in oppoſition to 
him ? Chuſe rather to be ignorant, when tis 
both their fin and ſhame, than wiſe, when *'tis 
. their duty and reward? Invert 8. Paxls choice, 
and be fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns to be for 
him ? If there be any ſuch Antipodes inour clime, 
their unhappineſs will yet ſerve to Illuſtrate whar 
they refuſe to partake of, viz. the felicity of ha- 
ving performed this part of duty in the improve- 

ment of the underſtanding. 
26. IN the next place the regularity of the 
Will is extremely both amiable and gags —=* 
or 
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For that being an uncontroulable faculty, if it be 
wrong ſet, what torrents of miſchief and confuſj- 
on does itlet in? If in all its conceptions it per- 
mit the ſenſual appetite to lay, like Jacob, its 
illed rods before it, all its births will be ring-ſtra- 
ked, ſpeckled and ſpotted. The ruinouſneſs of a per- 
verſe will is ſo generally underſtood, that there 
1s nothing renders a man evenin common account 
more miſerable and deplored. He whoſe Will 
rans counter to his Reaſon, every man is Aſtrolo- 
ger enough to read his deſtiny, and preſage hisde- 
ſtrution. And by the undecent and pernicious 
effets of a diſordered, we may make an eſtimate 
of the beauty and advantage of a redtiftied Will. 
The former, like a vicious improvident Gover- 
nour, expoles his Territories to a deluge, firſt of 
luxury, and then of ruine : but this latter like a 
vertuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence, and felicity of his ſubje&s. Indeed 
it is this alone that really and effeCtively gives us 
the preeminence above beaſts. oY have choices 
as well as we, and they have affeGtions, but 
wanting the higher principle of reaſor, their 
choices are neceſlarily determined by their affe- 
(tions. Now it we who have both, are guided 
only by the latter, wherein does our ſtate differ 
from theirs, ſave only that our liberty makes us 
guilty, whereas their neceſlity leaves them inno- 
cent? I preſume I need fay no more, to evince 
the happineſs of a well ordered Will, fince none 
can conteſt it, but he muſt tacitly confeſs him- 
lelf weary of his humane natute, and emulous, 
; not 
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not of a greater dignity, but of a degradation to 
that of the Brutes. 

27. AND as much may be ſaid concerning 
the Aﬀedions, which if they be not curbed and 
held 1n by the underſtanding, will have as free 
and uncontrouled a ſway in men, as they have in 
meer animals, but with worſe effe&s, by how 
much we have more objects toincite them, more 
inſtruments to aCtuate them than theſe have. If 
any man can be tempted to think this no unplea- 
ſant condition, let him yet further confider, that 
this metamorphoſis is not like the fancied tranl- 
migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppoſed to 
aſlume the nature, and conſequently the paſlions 
but of one beaſt alone: no, here 1s the whole 
' Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, with all their 
contrary appetites perpetually combating one 
with another. He that hath the rapaciouſneſs of 
a Wolf, may yet have the timorouſneſs of an 
Hare, and lo 1s racked between the deſire of ha- 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the 
luſt of a Goat, may yet have the intemperance of 
a Swine, and be diſtratted to which of the appe- 
rites to give himſelf. He that hath the cruel- 

of a Tigre, may yet have the wilineſs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many irk- 
ſome delays, in attending an advantageous op- 
portunity. And ſo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uncafie, 
than to have theſe continual tumults within, to 
be ina ſtate of hoſtility, not only with other 
men, but with himſelf? Or what can there need, 
beyond 
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beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition to us? The ſubduing theſe 
brutiſh Inclinations 1s the introducing Peace into 
a Land, haraſsd and waſted with inteſtine 
War: and ſure none need be told ( at leaſt in 
this Age ) that that 1s a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. 
And I may with the fame confidence appeal to 
the verdict of any who hath tried theſe two con- 
trary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from his 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe and even 
Pcetick declamation that can be made on this 
Theme. 

28. ALL I ſhall add is, in a joynt relation 
to this and the two former, by obſerving that 11- 
luminated nnderſtandings, regulated Wills and 
AﬀeCions, make up a great part of the celeft:al 
beppineff. The Angels of light would no longer 
have right to that title, without theſe. The ſþi- 
rits of juſt men made perfeF, were improperly (o 
ſtyled, Heb. 12.23. had they not received this ac- 
compliſhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to here, ſo much the 
more ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe di- 
vine joys. And ſure thus to partake with Angels 
and Saints, 15 to be happy, and will be acknow- 
ledged ſo by all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a Ma- 
bometan Paradiſe render them not uncompetent 
to eſtimate thele purer and refined pleaſures. 

29. I F from hence we proceed to thoſe ont- 
ward effeFs, which are the reſults of theſe in- 
ward, we ſhall find they are all full of delight and 
latisfation. Courtcſic and friendlineſs: of Be- 

haviour 
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haviour does not only caſt a glorious luſtre round 
about, attra& the eyes and hearts of others, but 
it alſo refle&s with cheartul and comfortable 
gleams upon our ſelves. For, Man being de- 
ſigned by God for a ſociable creature, hath ſuch 
propenſions and inclinations put into him, as are 
proper to that end: and theſe are gratificd and 
pleaſed, when we ſo demean our ſelves, as may 
anſwer that intenfion, towards which nothing 
can be more necetlary than this debonnaire and 
gentle carriage. For that allures people to our 
converſation, whereas the contrary roughneſs 
frights and deters them, ( the churliſhnels of a 
Nabal makes men they cannot ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. 
25.17.) it gives a man part of Nebucchadnezzar's 
fate, ſeparates him from among men, by forcing 
them ro withdraw from him; and that the worſt 
part of it to03 the hairs like Eagles feathers, and 
the nails like birds claws, being much the lighter 
degree of the infliction, fit to paſs for dreſs and 
ornament, compared with that more deforming 
diſguiſe this ruggid temper puts upon a man. 
And as on the one fide, this moroſity and four- 
neſsof humour is very uneaſie, ſo on the other is 
that form of fawning and flattering compliance, 
which ſome call Civility : It obliges men in many 
circumſtances to renounce their eaſe, their 
health, yea their underſtandings too, and keeps 
them in ſuch conſtraint, that one may truly ſay, 
a leſs meaſure of ſelf-denial would ſerve to conſt 
tute a mana good Chriſtian, than an exact Cour- 
tier whereas he that keeps himfelf in a juſt 

mean 
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mean, neither drives away one ſort of company, 
nor buys the other ſo dear; He has a Standard- 
meaſure, by which todiſpenſe his Civilities, viz. 
the quality and worth of the perſons 3 and con- 
founds not himſelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
mutable rules of their expeQations. So in the 
firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſelf a Man, 
whilſt the other is in ſome reſpet a Beaſt 3 in 
the ſecond he preſerves himſelf a Freeman, whileſt 
the other 1s a Slave : And ſure I may refer it 
any mans deciſion, which is the pleaſanter 
ate. 

30. NEXT for the Words, 'tis not to be 
doubted but that calm and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that whichis paſſionate and 
ragefulz and that not only in reſpe& of decen- 
cy, but eaſe too; of which thereneeds no other 
teſtimony, than that viſible perturbation and 
uneaſineſs obſervable in all who are under ſacl 
a tranſportation. So in like manner, when the 
words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 
only more ſatisfattion to the hearer, but to the 
ſpeaker alſo : This may be judged by the contra- 
ry diſplacency men have at themſelves, where 
they are conſcious to have ſpoken impertinently 
or undecently. By fatisfaftion, IT mean not 
that vanity, which men too often affett of ſhew- 
ing their parts,but a juſt and ſober complacency, 
ariſing from the conſcience of having regulated 
their diſcourſe by the meaſures of a Wiſe man 
and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may 
be of benefit, but cannot be of miſchief to his 
Auditors. 
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Auditors. And this ſurely is a much more real 

leaſure than any can be had in the contrary 
kind of dialect. It to this 1t be objected, that 
generally none are ſo much delighted with their 
own diſcourſes, as they who talk the molt vain- 
ly and abſurdly : I aniwer, that even theſc are 
not pleaſed with the vanity and ablurdity their 
pleaſure relults from a miſtake, ſuppoling 1t to 
be the quite contrary. And this helps to evince, 
that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives fatisfacti- 
on, ſince even the ſhadow and h&tion of it can be 
made to yield 1t. 

31. LASTLY, for the Imployments, they 
\urely muſt afford moſt of contentment, when 
they are moſt noble and excellent: they do ſo at 
the time,in the direct line, they having more of 
agreeablenels to the natureand dignity of a man 3 
but they do yet more 1o in the retieftion, when a 
man1ooks back upen his day or week ſpent, and 
finds his buſineſs has been worthy of him, it ex- 
hilarates and revives him, enables him to pals 
his own approbation on himſelf, and as it were to 
anticipate the Exge he ſhall one day receive from 
his great Maſter. But he that gives himſelf 
only the idle divertiſements of a Child, or ſets 
to the baſer drudgeries of Vice, cannot refle&t 
without confuſion : which is ſo well underſtood 
by ſuch perſons, that they are fainto take ſandtu- 
ary in a total Inconſideration, never daring to ask 
themſelves, what I have done? Which bears 
full teſtimony to the excellency and felicity 
of ingenuous Imployments, fince they that de- 
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grow out of their own acquaintance and knows- 
ledge. 

22. A ND now what Objettion can there lie 
againſt this duty, which 1s in all the parts of it 
ſo advantageous and <ligible, that it becomes 
duty not only to God, but even to themſelves, 
their own preſent intereſts and ſatisfaction ? 
Shall pleaſure 1t ſelf loſe its nature, adopt :the 
properties of its direct contrary, and become irk- 
ſome and abhorred, only becauſe 'tis twiſted with 
Obedience ? Is there ſo perfect an Antipathy be- 
tween God and them, that 'tis impoſhble they 
ſhould have the ſame objccts 'of delight? Or can 
no Joys have any taſte with them, that are not 
the cauſes and fore-runners of eternal ſorrows ? 
This were ſucha degree of perverſeneſs, as com- 
mon Charity bids me not to expect; and I ſee 
not what elſe can evacuate the pleaſure that at- 
tends the improvement of this Talent of Educa- 
tion. 

23: AFTER all this, I forcſce- it not im- 
polſible that ſome may plead an Exemption from 
this Obligation, by affirming they want. the 
ground of it, that they never had this Education. 
I ans not willing to fanſite there have been ſo ma- 
hy unjuft and. unkind Parents as may qualite 
any confiderable number of Gentlemen tor this 
Plea : Butto thoſe ſew that can really make it, 
I (hall not think the foregoing Diſcourſe wholly 
impertinent 3 for, by ſhewing them the Advyan- 
tages of what they ſay they thus want, it may 1n- 
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cite them ( not to murmur at the negligence of 
their Parents, but ) to attempt the repairing of it 
by becoming their own Guardians, putting them» 
ſelves into Diſcipline, and by the ſtrict Laws of 
Reaſon governing and reſtraining thoſe Paſhions, 
which by the liberty of their Breeding have got 
head, by this means ſupplying to themſelves the 
firſt part of Education : And the like may cer- 
tainly be done for the latter alſo, if they will 
but depoſit that common error, of thinking 1t 
more manly to be ignorant than to learn, and be 
content to put themſelves in a courſe of Erudi- 
tion, which a man may do for himſelf in his Clo- 
ſet, as well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple 
in a School 3 and though he want many of thoſe 
Advantages the other hath, yet 'tis pothible they 
may be ina good degree ſupplied by that induſtry 
and deſire, which all thoſe are ſuppoſed to have, 
who are thus their own Pupils 3 and there want 
not inſtances of the ſucceſs of them who have 
thus attempted, but I confeſs there are too few 
Examples of the Attempt, men being apt to fit 
down contentedly under this want 5 whereas Jet 
the-ſame perſons have an entailed Eſtate alie- 
nated from them by any aft of their Fathers, 
they are not then ſo tame, but will ſtruggle to 
the utmoſt to recover their rights. Yet certainly 
an Ingenuous Education is as properly the Birth- 
right of a Gentleman, as any the moſt firmly ſetled 
Inheritance can be : Why ſhould they then ac- 
Ts in that ſo injurious an Alienation, and not 
eek by all endeavours oftheir own toxetrieve this 
ſo precious a Poſleſſion? SECT. 
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H E ſecond Advantage we are to con- 
ſider 1s that of Wealth, which that it 
is a blefling will I know readily be aſ- 
ſented to by all, mens delires and earneſt pur- 
ſuits after it ſufficiently evidencing the general 
eſteem is had of tt. Yet thongh the Concluſion 
be right, it is to: be doubted many infer it not 


.upon due premiſles. 'Tis'not Riches fimply 


confidered that are the felicity, much leſs thoſe 
luxuries, to which they are often made to mini- 
ſter 3 but they ate like to a fertile ground, which 
if left without cuſture,none bears ſo rank Weeds, 
but if rightly husbanded, yields abundant profitz 
and thus to manage and improve them is not only 
the Intereſt, but the Duty cf all thoſe to whom 
God hath committed them, this being the one 
deſigned Advantage, for which they were intruſt- 
ed to them. 

2. SEVERAL Improvements there are, of 
which they are capable; bur before I proceed to 
them, I muſt mention one part of Duty, as funda- 
mental to all the reſt. And that is the well huſ- 
banding of them 3 not in a figurative, but real 
fenk, the having ſuch a provident care of thoſe 
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goods and poſſeſſions, wherewith God hath bleſt 
a Man, as may ſecure them from that Conſumpri- 
on, to which carelefnes and {loth will infallibly 
betray them, This ſurely is obligatory in many 
reſpects. Firſt, in Thankfulneſs (Thad almolt 
ſaid civility) to God, who having diſpenc'd them 
as a liberality, 'tis ingratitude, yea affront to 
give them no regard. Secondly, injuſtice to a 
mans poſterity : He that has received a fair In- 
heritance from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his 
ſupine negligence to cut off the Entail, he de- 
frauds thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in 
It, and becomes that troubler of bis own houſe, to 
whom Solomon, Prov. I1. 29. alligns no other 
Inheritance but the Wind, which is indeed all ſuch 
a perſon is like to derive upon his Iflne,the com- 
mon air being oftentimes their only Patrimony. 
Thirdly, in order to all thoſe ends to which 
Wealth was deſigned by God, which depend on 
this, as Accidents on their Subjects, and ſo are 
all at once evacuated and nulled by the diſſipa- 
ting of that wherein they are founded. All which 
eonſiderations do naturally inforce upon men the 
neceſlity of a prudent managery. 

3. THIS being ſuppoſed, and the perſon 
having, as in our Law-forms is uſual, covenanted 
to ſtand ſeiſed of the Eſtate, let us now ſee what 
are the proper uſes, to whichit is to be limited. 

I N the firſt place, we may rank that of Con- 
tentedneſs in his portion 5 which though to one 
+ that is ſet to wreſtle with want it might ſeem a 


hard precept, yet to him that flows with abun- 
dance 
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dance it might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficult injunCtion, if experience did not teſtifie, 
that contentment is oftentimes as great a'ſtran- 
ger in Palaces as Cottages. | 

4. O F this excellent both virtue and'felicity, 
there are two parts, the onea chearful injoyment 
of ſo much of his Wealth, as may decently (1 
ſay not vainly ) ſupport him in that quality 
wherein he is placed : God do-s not make Rich 
men ſuch meer Conduit-pipes of Wealth, that 
they mult paſs all, without retaining any thing 
themſelves 3 but rather Itxe the Earth, which 
though ſhe conveys the ſprings through her veins, 
yet 1s allowed to ſuck in ſo much, as may give 
her a competent refre{kment 3 and he that does 
this moderatcly, and with a thankful refleftion 
on that liberal Providence, which thus gives hin 
all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. falfifies no 
part of his truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, 
this being, as it were, the allowed Fees 'of his 
Place, a Penſion allotted him by the bounty of his 
Lord. | 

5. THE other part of contentment is that, 
by which the defires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own polleſiions, and not ſuffered 
torange wildely intoother mens, like 4habs into 
Neboth's Vineyard, uſing their Wealth; as 
Anglers do their Fiſh, to bait Hooks for more, 
by- making it an Inſtrument of extorting from 
others3 which is ſo great a guilt, that it near- 
ly concerns them to ſecure themſelves againſt it, 
by a perfect fatisfaQtion in what is properly 
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their own. Nay, even in what is ſaid, there is 
caution tobe had, that there be not too eager and 
vehement endeavours of multiplying it, and that 
not only by an unlawful commixture with other 
mens, which 1s the fin either of oppreſſion or 
fraud, but even from its own ſtock, for that 
maybe covetoulnelſs, and is ſurely a direCt op- 
polition to the divine diſpenſation. For when 
God hath given a man a full fortune, and by that 
manumitted him from thoſe carkings and ſo- 
Iicitudes to which needier perſons are expoſed, 
for him to make it his grand buſineſs to pro- 
ject how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, lade bimſelſ with thick clay, 
Hab. 2.6. What 1s it but the degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God 
hath placed him, a voluntary fale of himſelt to 
the Gallies or Mines? In this reſpet therefore I 
may not unaptly apply that Exhortation which 
the Apoſtle. makes in another, Gal. 5. I. Stand 
Jaſt #n the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free. Let not him whom God hath by a gracious 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 
meaner ſervitude, and vaſſalage to the world,re- 
linquiſh that ſo valuable a priviledge, give up his 
ear to be bored by Mammon, when God pro- 
claims a Jabile.. Yet 'tis poſſible the quality of 
ſome mens Eſtates may be ſuch, that they may 
be capable of advancement by a moderate and 
ealie Induſtry, ſuch as may no way divert them 
from more excellent Imployments, but may ra- 
ther be a recreation than a toil: And in _ 
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caſe I now no obligation lies on them ſo to de- 
fe an Improvement, as not to chuſe a profitable, 
before an expenſive divertiſement, to ſpend thoſe 
vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 
overplus from more worthy deſigns and enter- 
tainments. 'But the perpetual follicitous purs 
ſuit after more wealth, 1s certainly a culpable 
inordinacy, as being inconſiſtent with that con- 
tentment and acquieſcence which is the duty of 
every man for whom God hath thus liberal- 
ly provided, and ſuch as will beſides be like- 
ly to undermine another main part of this obliga- 
tion. 

6. SUCH in the next place we are to ac- 
count the Charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, to 
ſupply the indigencies of wanting perſons; which 
ſurely is to be lookt on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of his receits. God, who is 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all men, 
is not to be imagined 1o partial, as to provide 
pomps and Juxuries for ſome, and in the mean 
time leave others deſtitute of the neceſlary ſup- 
ports of life 3 yet if we look no deeper than the 
vilible portions of Poor and Rich, there is no 
evidence of the contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditions and Proviſo's that Abun- 
dance is conveyed, we ſhall have no temprati- 
on ſo to aſperſe or charge God fooliſhly : For 
though he have not diſpenſed fo immediately to 
the Poor, yet he gives them as it were Bills of 
Aſſignment upon the plenty of the Rich, a 
right to be ſupplied by them : ſo that the dif- 
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lerence ſeems to be only that of an Elder, and 
Younger brethren; the Elder uſually carries the 
bulk of the Eſtate, but then that is charged with 
proviſions of the Younger 3 and if the quantity 
ot thoſe be not diſtin{tly expreſt, but left in- 
definitely, that At of Truſt in the Father lays 
the greater obligation on him, not to decerveit 
by too mean and ſcanty a diſtribution 3 for now 
himſelf is become a Father to them, and there- 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affectionate re- 
lation. Andthis may not improperly be deemed 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multitudes of com- 
mands of Charity in the Goſpel, there 1s yet 
none that expreſly allots the proportion of our 
Alms, that by this a&t of confidence, as it were, 
men might be obliged to the higher liberality : 
And he that ſhall make this Incentive to it, a pre- 
rence toexcule the want of it, 1s ſure a moſt cri- 
minous perverter of the divine intention, trea- 
cherouſly countermining Gods ſacred arts, as if 
'twere not enough to rebel, unleſs in a further 
contempt he aſlaulted him with his own weapons. 
Certainly God never defigned Lazarss's portion 
ſhould be made up only of the (rumbs from the 
Table : For though indeed Dives 15 taxed that he 
gave him not them, yet if he had, ſuch a dole 
would ſure never have reſcued him from the 
place of torment. He who reſts in a Rich mans 
boom in Heaven, 1s to have ſame propartiona- 
ble treatment from thoſe on Earth, ſome more 
hoſpitable receptian than a lying at the cn 
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ſome better Chirurgions than Dogs to cure his 
Sores 3 and thoſe that refuſe it him, mult be pre- 
ſumed to contemn not only the Lazerw, but 
the Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives 
him, ſince that which qualifies him for an admit- 
tancethere, is not able to recommend him totheir 
leaſt regard. 

7. I SHALL not attempt to proportion 
mens Charities, ſince God hath not; yet there 
are ſome general mealures to be made to bound 
them on the ſinking (ide, that they fall not to too 
ſcandalous a lowneſs 3 which having been done 
already by a * better Pen, I ſhall re- « p, wa. 
fer the Reader thither. But thoſe mend: Pradti- 
yet leave mens Compaſſions full << Crnockifen 
{cope to grow up to what greater height Gods 
grace and mens ex1gencies ſhall advance them : 
And ſurely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch, that 
it will become every Rich man notonly to rifle 
his Coffers, pour out whatſoever his ſuperflui- 
ties have there amaſled, but allo to defalk much 
of his own accuſtomed enjoyments,caule the Ra- 
ſor topaſs even upon his whole Equipage, to cut 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
thatſo the ſtream may run the fuller in that one 
channel which Gods providence thus cuts out for 
it. Whether this wy not be a proper ſeaſon for 
it, I leave every conſidering perſon to judge. At 
the preſent I ſhall beſeech every man to whom 
God hath given Wealth, ſadly to ponder how 
ſcandalous a thing it will be for him who has 
þecn the Objett of fo great Bounty, to decline 
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the being an Agent in any; todiſcover himſelfto 
have ſuckt in nothing of the virtue, amid(t ſuch 
an influence of the commodities 3 and to defie the 
Example of that Liberality, by whoſe effetts he 
lives. But withal let him conſider the danger of 
italſo, how dreadful a guilt (and conſequently 
vengeance ) he draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall 
defeat this{o main end of his receipts. It is in- 
deed a complication of many crimes not only 
againſt Man, but God alſo: I ſhall inſtance only 
in two, moſt generally decried,and yet moſt emi- 
nently contained in it, Unthankfulneſs, and 
Falſcneſs. 

8. GOD inhis wiſdomdiſcerning that Equa- 
lity of Conditions would breed contilicn in the 
World, has ordered ſeveral ſtates, defign'd ſome 
to Poverty, others to Riches, only annexing to 
the Rich the care of the Poor 3 yet that rather 
as an advantage, than a burden, a ſeed of more 
wealth both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this diviſion of men, thoſe on whom he hath 
cauſed the better lot to fall, can owe it to no- 
thing but his gracious diſpoſalz and therefore 
had been certainly obliged to ſubmit to any the 
moſt dificult tasks he ſhould have diſpenſed with 
it. But now that in his great indulgence he has 
ſo tempered the command, as to ——_ it not an 
allay, but an enhancement of the mercy, he that 
gives itonly a bare taſtleſs compliance, betrays 
himſelf to want a juſt ſenſe of itz but he that flat- 
ly refiſts it, is in the moſt tranſcendent degree 
barbarouſly ingrate. Nay, Ithink I might _ 
22 tad. 
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laid the charge higher, and called it malice; for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thus to re- 
fiſt his duty and intereſt together ? 

9. NOR is this all, 'tis alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiouſneſs : Every rich man is, as I laid be- 
fore, God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
to provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
ſuch are the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them deſtitute, and ſuffer either his riot or cove- 
touſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what more 
deteſtable falleneſs can be committed, not only 
in reſpe&t of them, whoſe right he thus invades, 
but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abuſes? Many 
other enormities there are in Uncharitablenels, 
which as ſo many mis[hapen limbs concur to the 
making up this deformed Monſter 3 but I ſhall 
ſuppole it ſufficient to have pointed out theſe 
two, which being the moſt profeſtly contrary to 
ingenuity, I muſt hope will carry a very averting 
appearance tothole who ſo eſpecially pretend to 
that quality. 

10. T O this poſitive part of duty, the being 
rich in goed works, wehnd the Apoſtle connetts a 
negative, I Tim. 6.17. Charge them that be rich 
in this world that they be not high-minded, nor truſt 
in uncertain riches. And we need not reſort toim- 
plicite faith inthe Author, to perſwade us of the 
great propriety and fitnels of theſe cautions; 'tis 
too evident that Pride and Confidence are diſea- 
ſes that uſually breed in full and opulent fortunes, 
and as they ſpring from the ſame root, ſodo they, 
like neighbouring branches, mutually ſhelter 
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and ſupport one another. He that is high-mind- 
ed, abhors the ſubmiſſion of any foreign depend. 
ence, and therefore gladly anchors on any thing 
he can call his ownz and thinking his wealth 
moſt properly fo, he has as great an aptneſs, as 
holy Job expreſles an averſion, to wake gold his 
hope, and to ſay to the fine gold, thou art my confi- 
dence, Job 31. 24. On the other fide, he that 
truſts in his Wealth, is by that fortified in his 
pride. It is Ariſtotle's obſervation, that wealth 
makes contumelious and infolent 3 which I pre- 
ſume he infers not only from experience, but 
reaſon alſo 3 for the ground-work of humility be 
ing the ſen'e of impotence and defect, he that 
aſſumes a ſelf-ſufficiency, undermines that foun- 
dation, and in ſtead of it lays the Baſis of the 
quite contrary temper, all haughtineſs and elati- 
on of mind. A memorable example of this we 
have in the inſolent refleftions of Nebuchadnez- 
z4r, Dan. 4. 3o. which had withal ſo diſmal a 
conſequent, as, methinks, ſhould like Lot's wiſe 
remain a perpetual monument to deter others 
from all approaches towards the like vanity. 

11. AND certainly it is a moſt important 
concernment of rich men, to fence themſelves 
againſt this double temptation; to which purpoſe 
they can hardly find a more complete armour, 
than what they may borrow from one ſhort ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4. 7. What haſt thox 
that thou haſt not received? Let them look on 
themſelves as meer Receivers, and then with 
what pretence can they pride themſelves in that 
wherein 
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wherein they are barely paſlive ? Nay indeedifit 
be throughly ſcann'd, theſe Receits imply cauſe 
rather of ſhame than boaſting 3 the being filled 
from anothers hand, is a ſure Argument ( and ta- 
cit Reproach) of a natural or original empti- 
neſs 3 and if God have dealt ſo liberally with 
them, they may collect 'tis in compliance not 
with their merits, but infirmities 3 his having 
made them rich is a ſtrong preſumption, he ſaw 
them not prepared to be innocently poor : And 
ſure Pride muſt be a ſubtile Alchimiſt, that can 
hence extract matter of vanity, and might with 
equal Logick. have perſwaded the Jews to glory 
in thoſe Indulgences, which were granted them 
only for the hardneff of therr hearts. 

12. I'N like manner if they refle& on their 
riches as received, it renders them alſo a moſt un- 
fit object of Truſt. For if they were given, they 
may alſo be taken away. We hold all by that 
old terure, which the Lawyers ſtyle Alodinm,be- 
cauſe it is from none but God: and his gifts ( of 
this kind at leaft }) are never ſo abſolute, astoex- 
clude power of revocation. He then that enjoys 
athing not upon right but bounty, muſt ask his 
benefactor how far he is to preſume onit. And 
if _ would do ſo in this caſe, they would ſoon 
be reſolved how little confidence were to be repo- 
ſed in wealth. They may hear Ged the great Pa- 
tron tell them by Solomon, that riches make them- 


ſelves Eichdd and fly away as an Eagle, Prov. 23. 5+ wg 


by Chriſt, that the Treaſures which they lay up 
here arc liable to the oth, and ruſt, and Thieves 3 
and 
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and by the Apoſtle, that they are wncertain riches, 
Nay indeed, it they would but ask themſelves, 
their own daily experience and obſervation, that 
would bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day al- 
moſt gives ſome renewed inſtance of it. What 
multitudes of accidents are there to which mens 
goods are liable? A rough Wind, a tempeſtu- 
ous Sea finks at once the Merchant and his Ship: 
an 11] ſeaſon, an hungry ſoil eats out the Hus- 
bandman - and they who run not either of theſe 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor the 
earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. And 
can there any ſecurity be fanci'd in that wealth, 
which is thus a prey to each element ſingle, and 
yet more often to them united in man, to whoſe 
frauds or violences more have owed their impo- 
veriſhing, than to any of the former accidents? 
Andnow what greater infatuation can there be, 
than to place a truſt on that which is (© flitting 
and unſteady, to lean on a broken reed, or in 
Solomons phraſe, to ſet ones ezes upon that whichi 
not © 

13. BUT it by an impoſhble ſappoſition, 
we ſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, as 
they are indeed. tranſitory : yet unleſs they had as 
well $trezgth as conſtancy, they could with no 
reaſon be depended on. He that ſtayes by his 
friend to the laſt minute, it he haveno power to 
affiſt him, is only a ſpe&atour, not a reliever of 


+; -* - his ſufferings. And alas, how many niiſeries are 


men ſubject to, in which wealthgean give them no 
aid { Is a man afflicted in his body with pain ? _ 
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Indies are not a competent price for a minutes 
eaſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perſecuted in his 
Name with reproach ? 'Tis not whole Ingots of 
gold that will ſtopthe mouth of Fame : nay of- 
tentimes the obloquy 1s it ſelf meerly the proge- 
ny of his wealth, that breeding envy, and envy 
detrattion. But if the ſore ly yet deeper, if'it be 
the Soxl that ſuffers, that is yet farther removed 
from poſlibility of relief this way. IF it ſufferas 
a(lave under the dominion of fin, no treaſure can 
redeem from that vaſlalage. Wealth does in- 
deed too often by adminiſtring temptation 
ſtrengthen thoſe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as appears too evidently by the number of 
ſuch rich bondmen. If it groan under the guilt 
of ſin, labour under the terrors of an accuſi 
Conſcience, alas! gold is no balmto a wounde 
ſpirit: the luxuries which that has ſupported 
may help to pierce, but it has nopower to heal. 
Or laſtly, if the ſoul fall finally under the pu- 
niſhment of ſim, there 1s no commuting that pe- 
nance, buying off that ſmart: Riches abuſed 
may indeed ſwell the accompt, and multiply the 
ſtripes, but they can never bribe the remiffion of 
any. The Wiſe-man hath aſſured us this, Prov. 
11. 4. Riches profit not in the day of wrath. Nor 
does this carry any oppoſition to the counſel of 
our Saviour, Lake 16.9. of making friends of the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs: for he refers not 
there to any natural or inherent -property of 
riches, but only to that extrinſick and accidental 
advantage may be made of them proportionably 
ro 
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to what was ſaid before of the unjuſt Steward, 
whoſe dextrous managery was it that rendred 


his Lords debts ſo uſeful ro him 3 not that they, 


had any proper innate vertue to ſecure him from 
the neceſlity cither of begging or digging. And 
therefore we ſee Chriſts words run not in an An- 
nunciative, but an Exhortatory ſtyle: he tells 
us not that Mammon (hall make us friends, but 
excites us to make that our own care, and by a 
prudent diſpoſure to make it ſubſervient to an end 
above its native efficacy. Burt all this is ſure very 
reconcileable with that natural impotency we 
have obſerved in it. Wealth charitably diſpoſed 
may have excellent effects, but yet thoſe are to 
be aſcribedto the charity, not the wealth, which 
ſtill remains in its own eſlence the ſame unadctive 
lump in the Cheſt, that it was in the Mine, like 
the heathen Deities, unable to protect its moſt 
zealous Idolaters. As a further inſtance whereof 
I may add that which will ſound very like a 
riddle, that riches cannot deliver even from pre- 
ſent Want: which yet is demonſtrably true in 
all thoſe rich Miſers, whoſe bellies are lank; 
while their coffers are full; a fort of Tantalized 
creatures, not peculiar only to this latter age, 
for we find them deſcribed by Soloworn, Eccleſcaſt. 
6. 2. Aman to whom God hath given riches, wealth 
and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſoul 
of all that he deſireth, yet God giveth him not power 
to eat thereof. So unſignificant a thing is wealth, 
that without the addition of a new power, it en- 
ables tym not to receive the lealt benefit fromit. 
14. WHEN 
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14. W HEN all this is confidered, what is 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt confti- 
dence, fince it appears fo utterly unable to ſecure 
men in their moſt important intereſts, nay to do 
that which it moſt immediately and moſt colour- 
ably pretends to, the keeping them from want ? 
And therefore he that will not run himſelf upon 
that ſad defeat of being diſappointed in his 
truſts, failed in his greateſt exigents, muſt look 
ont for ſome firmer ground whereon to build. But 
alas! our ſoil affords it not : all here below was 


| long fince pronounced, by: one that wanted nei- 


ther wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such 
mutations and - viciſhtudes attend all ſublunary 
things, that he that attemprs to erett any du- 
rable ſatisfaftion on them, out-does the folly of 
that abſurd architect Chriſt mentions, and 
builds not on the ſand, but water: and in this 
ſenſe the world is ſtill under a deluge, not fo 
_ dry ground, as where a dove may reſt her 

g0t. 

' I5. WE are thendriven by way of neceflary 
refuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, to come home to the Ark to ſhelter our 
ſelves under his wings, where alone we may ſe- 
curely reſt, and according to the adyice which 
the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to theſe cautions, to truſt i 
the living God. And to do this amidſt all the ſc- 
ducements of Wealth, to ſee through all thoſe 
miſts which the fumes of Plenty raiſe, and whileſt 
they enjoy the gift, to confide only in the Giver, 
s indiſpenſably rhe duty, _ ſhould be the care 
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of every one,to whom S. Pal directs this charge, 
AL that are rich in this world. 

16. AND luch 1 the laſt place areto take 
notice of another branch of their obligation,aod 
that is to uſe that advantage which their Wealth 
gives them, towards the exercile of Temperance : 
which indeed can never be known to be truly ſuch, 
but when there are opportunities and temptati- 
ons to the contrary. He that hath nothing 
wherewith to maintain a Riot, leaves it doubtful 
both to others and himſelf, whether his Abſtinen- 
ces be the effects of Poverty or Temper; but he 
that has all the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits 
it not to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be 
indeed his Choice, not his fate. And this 1s a 
moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth: and 
though tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room 1n 
moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it merits 
a principal place, as being much the greateſt of 
all thoſe, which refle&t only upon the perſon 
himſelf. This reſiſting of Temptations is truly 
that Heroick courage worthy of thoſe that pre- 
tend to Honour, fit todenominate a Galant man: 
I wiſh thoſe who ſeek that reputation by many 
raſh and unwarrantable Adventures, would here 
entertain their youthful Ardours, this being a 
Field where they may be aſſured never to want 
Combatants. One while Gluttory preſents it ſell, 
armed with the allurements of a full and delicate 
Table : and though one would think him but a 
deſpicable Allailant, that has only the Kitchin 
tor his armory, yet expericnce ſhews us, thoſe 
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edgeleſs weapons may vie with the keeneſt for the 
mortalneſs of their effefts. At another time 
Drunkenneſi (ends a Challenge by delicious Li- 
quor, cheerful and diverting Company, and that 
not without menace of infamy to him, who ſhall 
own ſo much religious cowardiſe, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 
times again Lxſt attaches him with the piercing 
darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty. 
In the mean time Pride, the moſt (he and trea- 
cherous of all the reſt, 1s perpetually laying am- 
buſhes for him in the adorations of his Flatterers, 
the vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Exceſles. And now what Knight-Errand 
would wiſh for more Encounters Or why 
ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whilſt they tamely ſuffer ſuch Troops of enemies 
to bid them daily defiance? "Tis, they fay, a 
Maxim among the Swordmen, That he that has 
once been beffied is ever after an incompetent Chal- 
lenger: I wilh it might have this one ſober applt- 
cation, that' men would ſafpend all other Dwels, 
till they have righted themſelves on their Vices, 
and by ſome ſignal Conqueſts redeemed them- 
ſelves from that obloquy and defamation, which 
theſe mean, yet inſulting Adverſaries have ex- 
poled them to. 

17. HAVING ſhewed what Uſes are duly 
to be made of Wealth, let us now look back, and 
conſider whether any of them be ordinarily dif- 
cernible in PraFice. And here we ſhall meer 
with one ſort of men, who ſtumble at the very” 
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threſhold, that fail in that firſt part of duty, on 
which all the reit depend : I mean thoſe who by a 
fupine negligence ſuffer their Eſtates to moulder 
and conſume inlenſibly, for want of an eafic in- 
{pection and overlight. Of ſuch as theſe former 
Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs the 
preſent alſo, though the number of the luxuri- 
ous waſters do now ſo overwhelm them;that they 
are the lets-diſcernible. And though this ſeem 
to be the ctiect only of {loth, yet certainly there 
are other concurrents to it, generally theſe two: 
firſt ſuch an overweening of their wealth, that 
they think it inexhauſtible z and ſecondly an opi- 
nion that it is a mean and pleaſantly thing for a 
Gentleman to give himſelt the woukle of looking 
after his fortune. The motives are too ridicu- 
lous to deſerve a confutation 3 but in the mean 
time 1t cannot but extort pity, to ſee Families 
ruined by ſuch vain whimſies. And what tole- 
Fable account can ſuch a Parent give to his beg- 
gerd Ofi-ſpring, to whom 'tis very likely he may 
propagate the pride and ſloth which made the 
meer managery of an Eſtate too hard for him, 
and yet withal bequeaths them the ſadder toil of 
getting one 2 Nay, what account can he give to 
God, from whom he received it.,in order to ſeve- 
ral ends, if he thus at once defeat them all ? 
"Twas a Command to the Jews, that they ſhould 
not cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for lo ne- 
cellary an uſe as to advance a Siege, Dent. 20. 19. 
But this is the hewing down that Stock, from 


which ſo much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, _ 
taat 
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that without any pretence either of neceſſity or 
rea'ON. 

138, OUR next view will preſent us with 
another \ort of perſon, who as much tranſgreſles 
the duty of contentedaeſs in both the parts of it. 
'Tisno prodigy to ſee m-1, whom God hath af- 
forded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to allow 
themlelves that of the poor 3 ſo letting their eye 
be evil even to themſelves, becanſe God's is good. 


The Zgypt-- -- were ſuch jealous Reverers of thole 
Creature» +1ich they worſhipped, that he that 
violated - +1 was in danger of ſtoning, Exod. 8. 
26. SO 1+ mcn who have ſetup their Wealth 
for th 130d, pay it ſo much vencration, that as 
th» + +T17arient to have it invaded by others, 


ſo t!1-4 are atraidto offer the leaſt violence to it 
themicives. They have Inſhrined it to receive 
their adorations,and it 15 now become Sacriledge 
(indeed the only one they ſcruple ) to debaſe itto 
the ſupply of their necetlities. They are ſtrange 
auſterities which the Yotaries of this Deity will 
endure, even beyond the mortifications of the 
molt rigid Aſcetick, Their whole lives are a per- 
petual contradiction to a!l the appetites of Na- 
ture; yet alas! that infers here no compliance 
with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant to ſet 
up 2 Third party in the world, they equally op- 
pole theſe. And now he that thus oppreſles him- 
ſelf, no wonder if he do the like to others, if he 
extort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can 
wring from any. And that this work may not be 
retarded, he is —_—_—_— of variety of ig{truments 


- tor 
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for it. Sometimes Bribery mult give them a legal 
colour to rob his neighbour. Or if a Witneſs 
prove a better perny-worth than the Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes Extor- 
tion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and that 
not only with the [lower gnawings of the Canker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack is brought out, 
and a poor Tenant faſ(tned on it, and there lo 
{trained and diſtorted, that he can never knit 
again to any competent ſubiiltence. Sometimes 
again a poor neigbouring Prodigal ſhall be ſpur- 
red on to farther riot, ted with money, that fo 
by a forfeited Mortgage he may ſciſe on his 
Eſtate. In a word, 'twere endleſs to reckon up 
all the engines of rapine which this greedy Inva- 
der hath in his magazine.And of ſuch a one I pre- 
ſume every man will pronounce, that he notori- 
outly violates the precept of Contentednelſs. 

19. BU T though this be the grolleſt, yet is 
he not the only Tran(greſiour. There 1s allo an- 
other more plauſible tort, who though they do 
not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at other 
mens colts, yer do it too much at their own 3 
whoſe Brains are meer forges of Projects, perpe- 
tually hammering out ſome new Contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in birth of ſome 
freſh Improvement, ſuffer all the pangs and 
; throws of acarking ſolicitude in purſnit of it. I 
know this piece of Covetouſneſ{ hath better luck 

than the re(t, and patles for a creditable thing, 


under the ſpeciousname of good husbandry 3 but 
s ſure 
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ſure if it be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
no leſs oppolite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thoſe 
that ſay, they ſeek to advance their Fortunes, 
not out of the Miſers deſign of hoarding up, but 
out of the more generous purpole of living more 
ſplendidly. For ſure he that covets more to 
ſpend, 1s as little contented in his portion, as 
he that covets more to lay up: he that thinks 
his Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, is 
as far from being ſatished, as he that thinks his 
land too little, his bag too empry. $0 that 
'tis apparent theſe arrows come out of the 
ſame quiver, though they be {ſhot at ſeveral 
marks. 

20. AND between both theſe motives of 
griping, no wonder if the Duty of Alm-giving be 
crouded into a very narrow compaſs. That ex- 
cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 
the Image and imprels of Chriſt upon it : but the 
W 3rld has given it a further kind of conformity 
with him than he ever delign'd, its crucifixion 
between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, being the 
counterpart of his hanging between the Thieves. 
There wants only one member of the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of thele MalefaFors, which 
God knows our Soldiers, nay many armies of 
them have not been able todo. The many in- 
ſtances theſe times have given of the ſudden dit- 
fipation of mens Idolized heaps, have not yet {o 
diſciplin'd the Worldling, as to perſwade him 
to lay np his treaſure in heaven. And the loud calls 
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of God to weeping and mourning and girding with 
ſackcloth, have molt prepofteroutly been Eceho- 
ed back with the louder noiſe pf mens revellings, 
and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
deipile the judgments of God, are very unlike- 
/ far compaſſionate the miferies of men, and I 
oubt there are many, who thus anſwer the cha- 
raCter of the unjuſt Judge, Luke 18. that neither 
fear God nor regard man, nay that far outgo him 
in incxorableneſs of temper. He was to be 
wrought upon by i#portunity ; but ſo petrified are 
theſe mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears 
can diſſolve them. *'Tis a much eaſter task to 
dig Metal out of its native Minc, than to fetch 
It out of the covetous mans Cofler. The Earth, 
though ſhe hide, yet ſhe guards not her treafure, 
'tis acceſlible to the induſtry of any that will 
ſearch for it : but he like an Argus ſtands Cen- 
tinel about his, and founds an alarm upon the 
remoteſt appearance of a poor ſuppliant. With 
what jealoujte does he eye any that he can but 
fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
then how many arts has he to prevent the aſlault? 
Or it by ſome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have ſo \(lept at once, that he happen to be [a 
priſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of defence, 
that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by it, but the 
ſhame of an open repulſe, being ſure ta find 
him impregnable. As for the Foluptuary, he has 
to many expenſive luſts to maintain, that he has 
difticulty enough how to gratifie all them in the 
diſtrivutio2 of his wealth : they are compett- 
tors 
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tors toeach other, yet joyn to keep out that 
which would be a common one to them all. He 
that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his 
wealth, yet thinks an Alms will undo him. 'Tis 
the grand buſineſs of his life to contrive ways of 
expenle : yet when any object of charity preſents 
one, he becomes thrifty on the ſudden, like the 
Senſitive plant ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
open hand of his clutches as faſt, as if ſome con- 
vulſion had contracted it. Thus totally have men 
forgot upon what terms their wealth was given 
them, and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, ex- 
tract Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curle out of a 
Bleffing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſervientto that Compaſſion which he has im- 
plantedin humane nature : but now they are be- 
come the means of ſupprefling anderadicating it. 
Rich men look upon poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein they 
were perfetly unconcerned. *Tis Strada's fan- 
cy, that there 1s ſuch a ſympathy raiſed between 
two Needles touched by the ſume Loadſtene, that 
perſons at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent of 
their motion maintain a correſpondency. I (hall 
not nndertake for the truth of the Experiment, 
but however methinks 'tis matter of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
{o much obſervable accord, as to give pretence 
for ſuch a conjetture, whilſt men who have. fo 
many undoubted principles of union both from 
nature and grace, have quite extinguiſhed all ef- 
ſects of them. That too many have ſo, ow 
| needs 
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needs no other evidence than the many unſuc- 
cour'd extremities of the Poor. For how elſe 
can it become poſlible, that one rank of men 
ſhould gluttonize, and another ſtarve ? That he 
that thinks it death to endure either the want or 
moderation of a Meal, fhonld never conſider 
what are the gripings of the ſtill empty ſto- 
mach ? that he ſhould without all regret ſee his 
own humane nature pining and languiſhing in 
the perſon of his poor brother, whileſt in him- 
{clIt*tis oppreſt with the quite contrary exceſles, 
and might be relieved in both by a more equal di- 
{tribution ? 

21. AND now who can ſufficiently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor,ſball I fay, or rather the in- 
humanity of the Rich ! This ſurely is the ſadder 
ſpectacle of the two: the one only ſuffers, the 
other ſins. And that ſuffering too may end in 
etcrnal refreſhment, whereas the other in endleſs 
torment. Lazarws reſts in Abrahams boſon, when 
the uncharitable Gluttor fries in perpetual flames. 
And oh that this were throughly weighed, that 
they would conſider that every degree of un- 
mercifulneſs they ſhew to others, reverts with a 
rebounded force upon themſelves! Alas, 'tis not 
ſo much the poor mans body, as their own ſouls, 
that ſue for their alms. And whenever they ſhut 
up their bowels of compaſſion fromthe one, what 
do they but oGpezyiCey rauda, ſeal up Gods ſtore- 
houſes and treaſuries from the other > When they 
deny the crums from their #able, they deny them- 


iclves a drop of water to cool their tongues. 
22, BUT 
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22, BUT Irfear this of Illiberality may pals 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when ſo many 
are guilty of another ſo far tranſcending it. For 
do we not ſee divers, who inſtead of abating their 
Excelles to relieve the poor, do zz4intair their 
Riot uponthem ? It the deſperate Debts of poor 
Tradeſmen were examined, I doubt not this 
would appear a ſad truth. *Tis become fo 
faſhionable a thing to run intoScores, and fo un- 
faſhionable to pay them, that heis ſcarce thought 
well-bred, that has not bankrupted one at leaſt 
of each Trade he deals with. Their only care is 
to get credulous Merchants, who ſolong as they 
truſt ſtoutly (ſhall have fair words, but if once 
their faith fail, then, as1f the Selifidian dottrine 
hap ſtretch it ſelf into Trattck as well as Di- 
vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
ſolicitouſly avoided as the Separatiſt (ſhuns a per- 
ſon whom he 1s pleaſcd to call carnal. Poſterns 
and obſcure paliages are contrived on purpoſe 
to eſcape them; ſo that a poor Creditor muſt 
give many days, nay moneths attendances, be- 
fore he can ſurpriſe a Gertlemar, as to come 
but to ask his own 5 and then the beſt return he 
ulually meets with, is ſome empty promiſes to 
bribe a delay. But ſometimes he fares much 
worſe, and as if 'twere a crime not to ſtarve fi- 
lently, he is reviled and reproached, and harſh 
and contumelious language become his only pay- 
ment. It has been received asa Maxim, That we 
are al} kind to our own creatures : But this caſe 
bews 'tis no univerſal rule 3 for thoſe who thus 
Þ | make 
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make poor men, are of all others the moſt bar- 
barous tothem in their poverty. But let thoſe 
who thus ſhuffle oft their Reckonings with men, 
remember that there will come a day, when they 
ſhall not be able to decline their Accompt to 
God. And with that horrour and confuſion 
muſt they appear at that Audit, when they ſhall 
be charged not only with the miſpending their 
own eſtates, but other mens, the having added 
robbery to unmercitulneſs # 

23. I F in the next place we ſhall refle& on 
the Apoſtles caution of rot being high-minded or 
truſting in uncertain riches, we muſt turn to our 
Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any ſuch 
charge given, there is ſo little of it to be read in 
mens practices. Humility is a plant, that 
carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, ac- 
counted a mean degenerous quality, that like 
Trea'on attaints the bloud, and forfeits Nobili- 
ty. Gentlemen, though they are for the mol! 
part very guiltleſs of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the faſting twice a week, do yet tranſcribe the 
worle part of his copy, the thinking they are 
like other men, and believe it a juſtice they owe 
their birth todo ſo. They have mounted them 
ſelves aloft, and looking down from thoſe Pinz 
cles of Ronour, all below ſeem little and cons 
temptible, creeping things of the Earth, Worm 
and no Men. Iam not ſo for confounding of Que 
lities, as to exact they ſhould chuſe their Int 
mates and Companions out of the loweſt rank. 
J know Prudence as well as Pride has drawa a 
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Partition-wall between them (though perhaps the 
latter has raiſed it to an unneceſlary herght ) 
but I with it might be remembred, that as the 
Precept of Not eating Bloxd was deſigned not 
for it ſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murder, ſo 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble and the Mean, is valuable only 
asa fence againſþaſe and ignoble pradtices; true 
greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing not the perſons, 
but the vices of the vulgar. Yethere alas! the 
ſenſe 15 quite changed, and many who look the 
moſt faſtidioutly on the one, will yet mix free- 
ly with the otherz and while they ſoar the 
higheſt in the opinion of their ſupertcrity, do 
yet ſtoop to the ſordid beſtialities of the moſt 
abject of men. Nay, indeed this Lure does 
ſometimes make many of them deſcend even from 
their pundilioes, and thoſe wo at another 
meeting muſt have lookt for no other treatment 
but what St. James deſcribes, Jax. 2. 3. Stand 
thou there, or ſit here under my ſoot-ſtool, ſhall in 
the rounds of good fellowſhip be equal with the 
beſt: ſuch a Leveller is Debauchery, that it takes 
oft all diſtinftions. But in the mean time how 
«7 a ſhame is it, that ſuch vicious motives 
all have force enough to make them thus dc- 
grade themſelves, when al! the Engagements of 
Chriftianity are not able to do that which is much 
leſs, to abate any thing of thoſe tumours, thoſe 
lwelling conceits of their own greatneſs or ( in 
the P/almiſt's phraſe ) to make them know them- 
ſelves to be but Men. 
24. NOR 
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24. NO R has the other branch of the cau- 
tion any better ſucceſs among them. *Tis in 
many of them too diſcernible, that they place 
that Truſt zz wncertain Riches, which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the /ivinve God, fo making his 
Gifts his Rivals, and railing him a Competitor 
even of his own Bounty. For this we need no 
other ways of probation, than only to examine, 
whether it 1s, that in any caſe of difficulty or 
diſtreſs they make their earlieſt and moſt impor- 
tunate addreſles, for there we may conclude them 
to fix the greateſt confidence. And I fear 'tis 
too apparent, that where wealth makes but any 
the {lighteſt pretences, promiles the leaſt aid, 
though but remote, and at the ſecond hand, it 
has moſt'of their applications. Thus in caſe of 
Diſeaſe, they whole plenty enables them for the 
colther methods of cure, 15s not their firſt retort 
thither? Do not their Fees fly faſter than their 
Prayers? And are they not much haſtier to 1n- 
vite the Phyſician than the Divine? Nay, in- 
deed the latter 1s ſcarce ever admitted, till the 
former have forſaken them 3 a ſhrewd indication, 
where their prime hopes are built. So again in 
any diſaſtrous event, the firſt Eſſay is whether 
Money will heal the Wound. He that is un- 
der the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, ſceks to ap- 
peaſe by Preſents, or buys the friendſhip of a 
Blaſtws, AFs 12.20. to mediate for him. He that 
1s brought before a Tribunal, endeavours with 
the ſame golden Fngine to draw off his Proſe- 


gutor, to bead and incline his Judge, He whoſs 
Wealth 
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Wealth makes him purſued as a deſirable Prey, 
expects his ſafety even from that which is the 
original of his danger; and as if like a Scorpion 1t 
alone could cure its ones ſting, tries whether a 
part will ſecure the whole. And in the mean 
time no attempt 1s made to call in God to their 
reſcue 3 as1f he were an idle unconcern'd Specta- 
tor of humane affairs, or fo inconfiderable an 
Ally, as not to be worth the care of en aging 
him on their fide. Nay even in their Jaff an 

dreadfulleſt danger, many ſeem not to quit their 
dependence on their Wealth ; ſome Teſftimentery 
charities muſt then do wonders for them, and 
paſs for all thoſe Fruits of Repentance, which 
ſhould ſecure them from the Wrath to come. 
Even thoſe that have drunk the bloud of the 
Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate into 
their Eſtates, think by diſgorging ſome ſmall 
part of it (which perhaps lies crude, not yet ſo 
digeſted ) in a Legacy, to caſe their conſiences: 
ſo adapting their Reſtitutions to their Rapines, 
only in this one reſpect, that thoſe as well as 
theſe are of another mans goods 3 they never com- 
mencing till death hath diſſeized them of all pro- 
priety, as if the 7iquity of the Fathers were in 
this ſenſe to be viſited upon the Children. Thus 
their Wills become their only Paſs-port, to con- 
vey them to Abraham's boſome, and by thus ca- 
joling the Poor at parting, they truſt to extin- 
gwiſh the-clamours of all former oppreſſions, and 
in ſpight of Solomon will hope, that Riches ſhall 
trofit int the day of wrath. It will not here be 
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pertinent to inquire how many other objetts of 
Truſt they have, which divert them from that 
one, to which the Apoſtle directs them. It may 
ſuffice in general to ſay, that none can be ſup- 
poſed indeed to truſt on the living God, but thole 
who by lincere piety qualife themſelves for his 
proteCtion 5 according to which meaſure 'tis to 
be feared many even of the faireſt pretenders will 
be excluded. 

25. I F now weproceed to the laſt part ofthe 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, we 
may without an Axgur divine the return of that 
Inqueſt. For it having formerly appeared, that 
they turn that ſtream, which ſhould flow in Cha- 
rity, to make the fuller current for their Luxury, 
'tis viſible they are far from deſigning any ſelf- 
denial. But if that inference were not proof 
enough of it, they daily give us ocular demon- 
ſtrations: What ſtudious. proviſions do they 
make for the fieſh #o fulfil the Iuſts thereof £ Rome. 
13. 14. Nature affords not Meat delicate enough 
for their palats 3 it muſt be adulterated with the 
coſtly mixtures of Art, before it can become Ger+ 
tile nouriſhment. And in this they are arrived to 
ſuch a niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very 
myſterious Trade, the Kitchin has almoſt as 
many Intricacies as the Schools. And the quan- 
tity of their Meat 1s not leſs extravagant than 
the kind : Onethat did but examine their Zils 
of Fare, would think the Dogs appetite were 
the Epidemick Diſeaſe among them, if he did 
not conlidgr they had Eyes ta be fed as wal 4s 
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Bellies. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform,' as not 
to have their Drink bear a-ull- proportion' with 
their Meat 5 and 'twere well if it did no more, 
that their Drinking had but thoſe ſet hours of 
their Meals, that ſo there might be at- leaſt ſome 
Intervals and Pauſes in their Debauches 3 where- 
as now many - perſons. allow | themſelves no 
longer Intermiſſions than may juſt qualifie them 
for a new Exceſs 3 recover their wits .only ſo 
far, as may put them in capacity of loſing them 
again, 
os BU T beſides theſe, there is 4yother ſort 
of proviſion fer the fleſh, of which they are no lels 
lulicitous, and which many buy inat very dear 
rates. The embraces of a Wife are as nauſcous 
to them, as Afarma tothe 7/raclites. "Tis Varie- 
ty they hunt after 3 and ſo they might have the 
Turk's Seraglio, they would not ſtick to take his 
Mahometaniſni withall, Nay if that were as 
agreeable to their Reaſon to believe, as to their 
mclinations to imbrace, they would certainly 
reckon tt a conſiderable part of the prize, as that 
which to the preſent poſleflion ſuperadds a libe- 
ral reverfion of thoſe brutiſh delights, and would 
think they had made a very commodious Bargain, 
to have lo exchanged the Chriſtians preſent pu- 
rity, and future Heaven. | | 
27. TO all theſe Excefles, that of their - Ap- 
parel does perfettly correſpond : ſo much coſt, ſo 
much buſine goes to it, that one may almoſt as 
cheaply and eaſily rig out a Ship, as ſet ovt 4 
Gentlemen in bis compleat Equipage. How 
Q many 
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many Artificers go there to the piecing him up! 
He 'that ſhould aſſign him one 'to each Limb, 
would much contract the number, which 1s in- 
deed ſo great, that if it were computed twould 
be found it conſtituted moſt of the Trades in a 
Common-wealth. A ſtrange diſproportion, that 
the Little World ſhould ſo much outvie the 
Greater; anda lively ' inſtance it is of the multi- 
plying faculty of Vanity, that can improve Na- 
tures (imple neceſſity of covering, to ſuch an 
exorbitant exceſs, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig- 
leaves to fuch a luxuriant growth, that the Her- 
ciniati Oaks, which Mele tells ſuch wonders of, 
are but a kind of Pigmy-plant to thum that thus 
overſpread the World, and from covering of 
Shame, are grown to ſhadow and darken Reaſon 
it ſelf, fo creating a Moral nakedneſs, whileſt 
they hide a Natural. 

28. TO all the reſt we may add their Sport: 
and Recreations, the expenſiveneſs whereof 1s no 
way inferiour to all the former. Gaming, hike 
a Quick-fand, ſwallows up a man in a moment; 
and how many ſuch Wrecks have theſe latter 
Ages produced ? Hawks, and Hounds, and Horſes, 
Cc. are ſomewhat ſlower devourers, yet as they 
are managed by ſome, tend much to the ſame 
end : ſo that me thinks ſuch men ſeem to make 
the ſame menace to their Eſtates, which Goliab 


did to David, 1 Sam. 17. 44. I will give thee ts | 


the ſowls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field. 

Such vaſt numbers of them they have, and thoſe 

kept with ſuch niccueſs and curioſity, as if ay 
h 
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had a deſign todebauch the poor animals, and 1n- 
fet them with-their luxury. *Tis now no news 
in the literal ſenie, to have the Childrens bread 
given to Dogs; and it may within a while be as 
little, to have not only their Children, but them- 
ſelves want it. For Prodigality 1s of the nature 
of the Viper, and cats out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth 3 and A@zor's fate was 
both Emblem and Story, to be eaten nþ with his 
Dogs. 

I W E have ſeen now how much their Pra- 
Fice (werves from their Duty : Let us next a lit- 
tle conſider, whether they might not be happier, 
if they were regulated byit. And firlt, « prudent 
overſight of their Eſtates 1s ſure far from being 
ſuch an oppreſiing burden as ſome are willing to 
fancy it. For it it be moderate, and ſuch only 
I recommend, it is ſuppoſed to exclude all pain- 
ful and diſquicting ſolicitudes, and then .it be- 
comes only of the nature of a Divertiſement, 
helps them off with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, 
whoſe emptineſs becomes their Load, and which 
they wouldelſe be in pain, and probably at no 
ſmall coſt to diſpoſe of. And I ſee not why it 
ſhould not be full as pleaſant at the inſtant, to 
talk of their own affair, as of other mens, ( which 
= are the uſual entertainment of thoſe that neg- 
ect their own ; )) to take up Accomptsat home, as 


Reckonings at the Tavern: And I am ſure 'tis 


much more ſo in the conſequences of it, as much 
as Peace is above Diſcord and Tumult, Plenty 


above Indigence and Neceſlity. 
G 2 30.NEXF 
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30. NE XT for Contentwert, univerſal con 
ſent ſuperſedes the labour of proving that a hap- 
pineſs, it being unanimoully accorded to be the 
Elixer and Quinteſſence of all that pretends to 
that title; to be to all theſe outward things. as 
the Soul is to the Body, that which animatcs and 
inſpirits them, without which they are but dead, 
yea noiſome carcaſes, preſſures inſtead of enjoy- 
ments. This 1s the true Philoſophers ſtone, that 
turns all it touches into Gold ; the poor man is 
Rich with it, and the Richeſt poor without it. 
Whoever therefore deſires to improve his Eſtate, 
Jet him begin his culture or husbandry upon his 
mind, plant there this Tree of Life, the ſhade 
whereof will yield him a perpetual refreſhment, 
*ewill make him always as Rich as he deſires to 
be 3 and he certainly knows not what he asks, 
that demands more. 

31. THE next Duty, that of Liberaliy, 
may perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiablean 
aſpe&t; but it is only by thoſe who look uponit 
through falſe Glaſſes: men generally conſider it 
as a piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine framed 
by Divines toforce open their Coffers, and plun- 
der them without a War. Burt if they would but 
turn the right end of the PerſpeF3ve, 'twould then 
have a quite contrary appearance z they would 
diſcern that it is the means to multiply, not di- 
miniſh their ſtore, 2 more profitable way of uſu- 
ry thanany the greedieſt Extortioner hath evet 
found out. "Tis @ lending to the Lord, Prov. 19. 
?7. who ſurcly is the molt ſolvent Debtor any 
Cal 
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can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty 
retributions. This I am confident might be at- 
teſted eventually true by all thoſe who have at- 
tempted to make the experiment. The only pre- 
judice that can lie againſt their Teſtimony is the 
paiicity of thoſe that have ſo attempted (and 
would to God mcn would con{pire to ſolve that 
objeftion ) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
mon'd to give in their accompts, I doubt not it 
would appear their bounty had enriched, not im- 
poveriſhed them. I am ſure have met with (c- 
yeral remarkable inſtances of it, but never yet. 
with one to the contrary : and therefore if either 
reaſon or preſident may have force, he that confſt- 
ders but rightly his own temporal Intereſt cannot 
but have appetite to this Duty, in reſpe& of him- 
ſelf. And yet where there are many bowels, this 
is but a faint inducement compared with that 
which ariles from the calamities of the perſons 
tobe relieved. The wants of the Poor are loud 
and paſſionate Orators, ſach as cannot mils to 
work upon any, on whom couvetou'neſs hath not 
firſt wrought the unhappy Aetamorphoſſs, of 
turning them into ſtone. And theſe having once 
conveyed into a mans mind a compaſſionate re- 
ret, himſelf groans under that preſſure, which 
e ſees cruſhing the other : and then what can be 
more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable charity toeaſe 
both? None doubts of the Recerwersdelight, but 
ſure that isſhort of the Givers, by how much the 
interior ſenſe is more ſubtile and acute than the 
exterior. Would God thoſe who make it their 
GC 3 Trade 
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Trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try but this 

One piece of Epicuriim, and then I doubt nor, 
they would acknowledge that all meat is infipid, 
compared with that, which they cat with the poor 
mans mouth 3 the moſt ſplendid apparel ſordid 
and inglorious, in reſpect of that they wearupon 
his back; and all pleaſures and recreations joy- 
leſs and unealie, ballanced with thoſe tranſcen- 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chri- 
ſtian liberality. 

30. NOR have they in the next place any 
reaſon to ſuſpeCt the Apoſtle treacherous to their 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to diſpoil them of 
that either Pride, or confidence, which their 
Riches are apt to create. For the former 'tis 
certain all haughty perſons may very properly in- 
terrogate themſelves in that form, we find ſd. 
5. 8. What hath Pride hath profited us, or what good 
hath Riches with our vwannting broueht us # It would 
ſurely puzzle the maſt experienced man to define 
what there is in Pride, that can afford any felici- 
ty. The utmoſt that can be pretended is, that it 
is a lively chcarful thing to have good thoughts of 
ones ſelf 5 but he that can in earneſt make this 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice 'owe as fair an ex- 
commu to Bedlam + for according to this meaſure 
that contains the happieſt people, there being 
tho'e that are the moſt highly rapt in the opinion 
of their own Excellencies. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good EleCtion for the place, that 
ſhould look uron it with appetite. But admit 
this might indeed paſs fora pleaſure, yet it is the 
parent 
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parent of a far greater uneaſineſs, and like a car- 
cals breeds. a worm that devours it ſelf; .. For he 
that looks on himſelf with fuch reverence;-ex- 
a&ts that all-others ſhould 'dp ſo too, and when 
he fails 1a that aim ( as nane ſo frequently. does, 
as the _ what diſquiets and ' impatiencies 1s 
he under! fuch as infinitely. overwhelm all the 
pleaſure of his vain; complacencies, A little dif- 
reſpe&t from Aordecaiis able to evacuate all Ha 
man's proſperity, Such a Cheat and Impoſtgur 
is Pride, that whilſt 3+ pretends to exalt, it de- 
baſes; whilſt it elevates a man above others, it 
really ſubjects him to them, puts him in their po- 
wer to torment and cruciate, and whillt it makes 
ſhew of advaricing, 'tis but in the ſame manner 
that the Rack extends the ſtature by di{locating 
the Joynts. And then I hope 'twill be no vp- 
friendly office to peslwade men, to keep. them- 
ſelves from that Engine: of pain, or to: recom-+ 
mend to them ſuch an humility. of mind, as may 
preſerve them in that ſecurity-and compoſednels, 
which is fundamentally necetlary to all true hap- 
pineſs. | | 

33. T HE very ſame judgment is to be made 
of the other Branch of the Caution, the zof truſt- 
ing in wncertain Riches, but in' the living Gad:: 
which is moſt viſibly every mans.preſent cancern- 


"ment. He that: can entertain a doubt of it, let 


him but fall into the hands of ſome treacherous 
or but impotent perſon, that ſhall in ſome impor- 
tant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
and then lethim tell me whether it be got a mans 
G 4 immedi» 
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immediate- and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to [build 
his confidences on the Rock, not' on the Sand. 

Nothing but the amazing exigencies of a finking 
man can excuſe the folly of catching at Reeds 3 
but he that ſhould deliberately elect ſuch. Sup- 
porters, would be thought as mad, as: he is ſure 
to be miſerable. Yet this is but the faint and im- 
perfect Emblem of him who- reſts upon his 
Wealth : whereas on the other fide he that ſhel- 
ters himſelf under the ſhadow of the Almighty, 
is poſſeſt of a'moft inexpugnable Fortreſs. For 
how can he fail of ſecurity that has Omnipotency 
for his Guard, or be deluded in his truſts, that 
depends on Truth it ſelf? Let theſe fo diſtant 
ſtates be compared, and then fure Eſhall not need 
to anticipate any mans judgment, but may leave 
him to pronounce on which fide his Intereſt as 
well as Duty lies in this particular. 

34 LASTLY, Temperance allo puts in her 
claim to Pleaſure, which I preſume thoſe will be 
fare to reſiſt, who place that wholly in the ſatis- 
fation of the ſenſual appetite. Yet I believe 
one might take even theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when they ſhoyld be forced to give up their ver- 
_ ediqtforit. Come to the Glutton when he is 1a- 

bouring under the load of an overcharged ſte- 
mack; to the Drunkard when his mornings qualm 
is revenging on him his laſt nights debauch 3 to 
the l«fijulperion, when the torment 'of his bones 
admoniſhes him of the fins of his fleſb; and then 
ask them whether Temperance be not more plea- 
fant than its contrary. I can ſcarce think the 
f \ & reef) | _ Devil 
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Devil has any ſuch ſtout Corfefſors, but will then 
betray his cauſe. But th's virtue is in it ſelf too 
amiable toneecd any of theſe Foils toilluſtrate it 3 
the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an- 
Appetite, is not only nobler, but greater than 
any is to be.had in the molt tranſporting moment 
of ſatisfying them. Every man will call him a 
Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Field loſes 
the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and expo- 
ſes himſelf to certain Captivity, rather than for- 
fake his Liquour, orother:{ordid pleaſure. And 
this is juſt the decifon of the preſent caſe 3 Our 
Luſts are our mortalleſt-Enemies, and every time 
they aſlault us, 'tis in our choice either by refiſt- 
ing them to gain a ſignal -Conquett, or elſe by 
ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Cures they hold out 
to us, tobe vanquiſhed by them. He that chu- 
ſes the laſt, if he have any ſhadow of pleaſure, 
'tis only: that of a Zeeſ?, ( like an Horſe, who 
though he hath indeed the fatisfaQtion of recei- 
ving Meat, yet he alſo takes the Bridle, yea the 
Whip too from the ſame hand. ) 'Tis the former 
only, that is the pleaſure of a mar, which I ſup- 
pole ſufficient to evince to which the difference 
belongs. For ſure none canthink God hath been 
ſo unkind to his own Image in humane nature, as 
in the diſpenſation of felicity to aſſign the larger 
ſhare to the Brutes. And therefore in this parti- 
cular as wellas the reſt we may conclude, that he 
is not only the moſt. pious but the moſt happy 
perſon, that makes the right uſes of his Wealth, 


SECT. 


90 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 


— 


SECT. 'VI. 


Of the Third Advantage, that of Time: 


vantage, that of Time: which though 

men do often ſo induſtriouſly waſte, - as 

if it were rather a burden than an advantage, yet 
the differing eſtimates they make of it, when it 
1s near expiring, the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes 
of a few days reprieve, witneſs that it has a real 
value. For were 1t an empty uſeleſs thing, it 
would not then begin to appear conſiderable, 
when all other vanities grow in contempt with us, 
The unhappineſs of itis, that men learn to prize 
it, as they do moſt other good things, rather by 
the want than the enjoying, buy the skill of tra- 
ding with the loſs of the. Talent, which ſhould 
maintain the Trathck, and then only come to ac- 
count it a treaſure, when they canno longer dif- 
ole it to any benefit; and that diſpoſing alone 
1s it that can render it truly valuable. It 1s there- 
fore a molt neceflary providence to learn this art 
of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual husban- 
dry, without which a mans ſelf becomes that ac- 
curſed-:ſoji], the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. 6. 8. 
Whoſe end is to be burned. Let us therefore a-while 
examine what arc thoſe Imployments ar” our 
ime, 


I. | E T us now proceed to the third Ad- 
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Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
preſent comfort, and future account. 

2. EVERY manſays ( though perhaps few 
conlider ) that our t3me here is butt a Prologue to 
Eternity elſewhere, and that the condition of that 
Erernity;-Whether happy or miſerable, depends 
upon the well husbanding of this time. That 
therefore and that only can be the right managery 
of it, which eends to-make our future Eſtate as 
happy , as 4t 'is ſure tobe laſting. To this pur- 
poſe God hath chalked us'out ſome great lines of 
Duty, from whence: fo many leſſer do ariſe, as 
will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wmd 
themſelves with every thour of ourlives. And 
though the Duties are in the kind of them obli- 
gatory toall conditions: of men, yet frequenter 
Aﬀts of them-are expected from thoſe, whoſe 
Qualities and fortunes give them more vacancy 
from ſecular toils. 

3. FOR certainly it is not to be fancied, that 
God who has put an active Principleinto our na- 
ture ſhould” induſtriouſly provide for the ſup- 
De its operations in any, devote ſuch a Se- 
et number oof men, as'an Hecatomb to be offered 
up' to 7dlereff. Andi yet much lefs can it be 
thought, 'that he ſhould ſo promote that Iniqui- 
ty, which he profeſlesrs' hate, as to defign them 
tothe purſunts of- that, 1fmmumit them from la- 
bour, to-leave them freer for vice. And if nei- 
ther of theſe can be ſed, if their leiſure were 
net indulged them either that they might do no- 
thing, ordo ul, there remains only a third end 

: imaginable, 
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imaginable, and that is the doing good 3 ( for as 
for Sports and Paſtimes, the beſt- of them come 
ſo near to Idleneſs, and the worſt of them to 
Vice, that as the one is not to be allowed any, 
ſo the other no conſiderable part of their time. ) 
Now becauſe wore is good but one, that is God, 
Mark 10. 18. we can take our meaſures of good 
actions only from his preſcription; and ſo thoſe 
which he has commended as iuch to Mankind in 
genera], point out to this particular rank of men 
the nature of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial 
_ and leiſure does the higher degrees of 
them. | 

4. AND firſt thoſe of Piety towards God 
juſtly challenge a great ſhare of their Tizze. For 
whereas God may ſeemto have limited and conh- 
ned the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefer- 
ring mercy to themlelves before ſacrifice to kim; 
he does by exempting the rich ſrom thoſe neceſli- 
ties tacitly require their dewotion to ſwell up to 
ſome proportion with his bounty to them, who 
being freed from thoſe weights wherewith others 
are clogged and incumbred, even nature it ſelf 
ſuggeſts the expeCtation of their ſoaring higher. 
He has put them at a diſtance from the meanetr 
cares and ſolicitudes of life, as if he were jealous 
thoſe might prove his rivals, and keep them from 
growing into a claſer intimacy with himſelf. 
And (hall this deſign of his love be defeated? 
And when he has thus ſecured himſelf from one 
fort of Competitour, ſhall more and baſer be 
ſought out, every the triflingeſt and vileſt Enter- 
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tainment be courted to come and ſupplant him ? 
This were indeed toan\wer that odious charager 
of the Adulteref, Ezek. 16. 34. which was not 


m——_— 


ſolicited, but did ſolicit. And thoſe that can 


make ſuch unworthy and provenny returns to ſo 
endearing a kindneſs, evince themſelves deſtitute 
not only of grace, but of all degrees of common 
good nature. For when he o projects for their 
familiarity and converſe, what can be more inhn- 
mane and ingrate, than thus ſcornfully to decline 
it? Yetunder this charge all thoſe will certainly 
fall, who do not imploy (nay devote) every day 
ſome conſiderable part of this their vacant time 
to the keeping up their intercourſe with God, 
by Reading, Prayer and Meditation. 

5. IN the next place, Themſelves put in for 
a part. ButhereT mean not thoſe brutiſh ſenſual 
ſelves, which have in many C like Pharaoh's lean 
kine ) devoured the nobler and more excellent 5 
but itis the more divine and ſublimated part of 
them, on which their time is to be laid out. And 
here they can never want buſineſs, that being in 
ſeveral reſpeQs a very proper obje@ of their dili- 
gence. For firſt, their Underſtlandings, how 
clear and vigorous ſoever, attain not their height 
at once, are not like Ads created in a ſtate of 
maturity and perfeftion, but like his degraded 
poſterity, make gradual motions towards it, ad- 
vance by ſeveral ſteps and degrees of proficiency 3 
nor can we in this life aſcend to ſuch a Nox zltre, 
as excludes a poſhibility of growth. So that no 
advantage of Education can ſuperſede the - of 
Afrer- 
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ther improvements, bring in new 'accefſions to 
their Knowledge. And this is ſo inviting an en- 
tertainment, as may very reaſonably expet their 
companies ſome hours of the day in their Stu- 
dies. | 
6. BU T though this be a conſiderable, yet is 
it not the weighticſt part of that care they owe 
themielves. Foras the Soul conſider'd in its In- 
zelleF, may thus become their Pupil, ſo in its 
Morals it has often need to be their Patient. For 
though in its Original Conſtitution it was per- 
fetly pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this 
peſthouſe the Fleſh, it hath contrafted much of 
its contagion and by how much the more deli- 
cate and refined its compoſition is, ſo much the 
more mortal are the diſeales to which it is ſub- 
jet. It will therefore require a cloſe and wary 
attendance. A Phyſician that has anice and ten- 
der Patient, muſt be very afliduous in his care, 
obſervant of all ſymptoms, watchful againſt all 
accidents. And ſo certainly fhould men be here ; 
they ſhould make daily oblervations how their 
ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes or decays, what Hu- 
mour moſt predominates, whether Choler boil 
up into rage, Phlegm freez into ſloth 5 whether 
the Sanguineneſs of their temper make them Juſlt- 
ful, or the Melancholy revengeful, and accord- 
1ngly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, 
or the Paleſtra, preſcribe rules of Diet and Exer- 
ciſe. And doubtleſs whoever makes theſe daily 
{trict inſpetions into himſelf, will by the _ 
mable 
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mable benefit. he receives from it, be taught how 
great a blefling his Time is, and how much a 
greater to have grace thus to employ it. 

7. BUT though a Murs ſelf be a Province 
wide enough to take up a good part of his time, 
yet mult he not fo —_ it, as to defraud his 
Neighbour, who has alſoa right to ſhare in it. 
God having made man after his own Image, has 
(as part of that) ſtamped upom him the Bounty 
and Communicativenels of his nature : and there- 
fore when we live wholly to our ſelves, we raſe 
and deface that Impreſs. And when 'tis remem- 
bred that the heinouſneſs even of Murder is by 
God pronounced to ariſe from the violation of his 
Image, Gen. 9.6. parity of reaſon muſt conclude 
this no light guilt. Norisit only our Goods we 
are toimpart ( for that were a very partial Tran- 
{cript of that Bounty we are to imitate, which 
gives us ſo much beſides ) but in general whatever 
other Ability we have by which our neighbour 
may receive advantage : and ſo a man has as many 
employments of his time, as he either finds or 
can make opportunities of doing good to others. 
Ifay make; for ſure ſince God hath conſtituted 
Love to our neighbour one of the fundamental 
lawsto Mankind,we are not to look upon it only 
asan accident or caſualty, but as a main and de- 
liberate buſineſs of our lives3 net refer it wholly 
tochance whether ever we ſhall do an a& of this 
kind, or no, but induſtriouſly ſeek out and im- 
prove occaſions. Thus we find the Liberality of 
our Blefled Lord repreſented to us in the en” 
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of the great Supper, Luke 14.16. where there way 
not only liberal proviſions made for ſuch as would 
come in, but importunity uſed to draw them, 

articular invitations made to the poor ard the 
maimed. the halt and the blind; and when that 
brought not in gueſts enough, the High-ways and 
Hedges were to be ranſacked, and a general Preſs, 
as it were, made of men, to receive not the Ear- 
neſt-penny of Death, ( which is uſually the figni- 
fication of our Prefs-money ) but the Antepaſt of 
Eternal life. O that all thoſe who pretend to 
greatneſs of mind, would copy out this Munih- 
cence, that they would prevent mens deſires, 
and invitethem to come and be obliged by them. 
For want of this, many occaſions Thelen bene- 
fits are loſt; the modeſty of ſome, perhaps the 
pride of others, averts them from requeſting 
thoſe afliſtanees they molt need. It were there 
fore the nobleſt Study a Gertlemar could enter- 
tain himſelf with, to learch the various Wants of 
thoſe within his ſphere. But then he muſt be 
ſure todo it with a candid deſign, the more op- 
portnnely to apply himſelf to their aid : he muſt 
not treacherouſly inquire, who wants knowledge 
to deride, but inſtruct themz not hunt out a de- 
bauched perſon, to make him his Companion, 
but his Convert; not find out quarrels to foment, 
but compoſe them; in a word, not pry intoothet 
mens concernments, like a bufie-body, but « 
Friend 3 not to comply with his own curioſity, 
but their need. Andnow he that paysa juſt Tre 
bute of his Time to theſe three grand: Dutic, 
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will © when the other dues ro Nature, temporal 
Afﬀairs, and neceſlary Civilities are deducted ) 
not have much to lacrifice cither to Idleneſs or 
Vice, but will rather chink he wants Time than 
Buſineſs. 

3. BUT alas, the full leiſure they generally 
find for the direct contrary employments, wit- 
neſles too irrefragably that they are not thus ta- 
ken up. It is true indeed, we find God often in 
their Mouths, but it is rather in Oaths, than 
Prayers3 as if they meant their profanations 
ſhould be the only tettimony that they believed a 
Deity. How many are there ſuch profeſt Vota- 
ries to Bacchus, that their Knees are reſerved on- 
ly for-him, never to be bent bur in drinking of 
Healthsz that ſeem tou have enacted to them- 
ſelves the prophaner part of Darizs's Law, Dar. 
6.7. that of «r/king no Petition of God, only herein 
out-vying him, that their's is for an indefinite, 
notlimited time 3 who' reckon Saying of. Prayers 
among thoſe pedantick tasks of their childhood, 
which expire with the Rod and Ferwla, and can 
never think fit to debaſc their more Manly ſtate 
to it, unleſs perhaps a reſthe's night may force 
them to call it in to ſupply the place of a more 
uſual and pleaſing Anodzne. Whether this be 
pot the pitch of many Gentlemens Devotion, I ap- 
peal to any that obſerves their Practice. 

9. NO R havethcy much more to do in the 
Library, than the Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored 
with Romances > any deeper fort of reading is as 


fortiidable to them, as the Mines or Calleys3 
t nor 
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nor do they without wonder look at thoſe who 
can voluntarily ſet themſelves to tug at thoſe 
Oars. But Divinity is beyond all others under 
prejudice with them, decried not only as a crab- 
bed, but zngertile ſtudy; ſo that upon pain of 
Reproach, none are to know more of it,than may 
juſt qualifie them to deride itz or read the Bible 
t@ any other purpoſe, than to enable them to 
blaſpheme God in his own ſtile. If theſe men 
may be ſaid at all toconverſe with God, 1t 1s 1n 
the ſame manner, that the Phariſees did with 
our Saviour, with the inſidious defign of entan- 
ling him in his talk, Matth. 22. And ure the 
more time 1s thus ſpent, the worſe. 

io. PROPORTIONABLY to this 
they acquit themſelves of the other parts of this 
Duty 3 that Timee which they ſhould beſtow ei- 
ther in preventing or curing their ſpiritual Ma- 
ladies, they lay out wholly in contraCting orin- 
creaſing them. They have made a molt ſtrit 
league with the Fleſh, and like faithful Confe- 
derates they omit no endeavour to ſtrengthen its 
Party, to ſupply 1t with frefh forces, the ex- 
pence of the whole day is managed wholly 1n or- 
der to that end. Thus that they may be ſure to 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give 1t 
a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morniug, 
a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides multi- 
tudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fan- 
cies, all the day : and with theſe Auxiliaries, 1t 
need not doubt to maintain the Field againſt 
poor maceratcd Chaſtity. So again, leſt Sobrie- 
ry 
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ty ſhould happen to ſurpriſe them, and gain but 
the honour of one Day, how vigilant are they to 
give it the firſt aſſault? Scarce a day that they 
draw not up in Patalia againſt it, and ſeldom 
mils giving it a total Rout 3 and if Sleep like a 
Miſt befriend it to ſteal upon them in the 
morning again, yet that little ſucceſs 1s but a 
preparation to a more ſignal Defcat in the after- 
noon, which is with many, a time allotted whol- 
ly to theſe skirmiſhes 3 perhaps the chaſe follow- 
ed all night, nay, purſued ſo far by ſome, till an 
habitual Sottiſhneſs ſave them the labour of theſe 
Quotidian Combats. Nor is their Pride fo at-. 
fronted, as to be forgot in the diſtribution of 
their Time, a good ſcantling of it is cut out to 
its ule ſome in contriving and deſigning their 
Cloaths, and ſome in putting them on 3 ſome in 
admiring themſelves, and ſome in projecting to 
be admired by others 3 ſome in hearing flatte- 
_ and more in reficting and ruminating upon 
em. 

11, AS for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus devoted to theſe or ſome 
other ſet and ſolemn Senſualities, they are 
gleaned up by Sports and unſignificant paſtimes : 
nay, even ſome who abſtain from the former, do 
yet ſo wholly abandon themſelves to the latter, 
that their lives become utterly unprofitable. Un- 
der this number haveno intention to include all 
whoallow themſelves Recreationsz I know ſome 
divertiſement is ſo neceſſary both to the Body 
ad Mind of a man, that 1f ir keep withit! mo- 
H 2 deratc 
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derate bounds, it is but a juſt debt to himſelf, 
and canaot fall under any ill character : but 
that which is reprehenſible in this matter, 
is the exceſs and incrdinacy of it, the making 
that a buſineſs, which ſhould be but a diverſion. 
And this we ſee too uſual with many,who abſurd- 
Iy ſtretch this priviledge of their Gertility, even 
till it break; purſue their ſports of Hawking and 
Hunting, &c. ſo vehemently and afliduouſly, 
that ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their 
Callingsz never conſidering that a Faulconer 
or Huntſman is indeed as mean a Vocation, as 
thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
paſtimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
his time, he does in it extreamly reproach him- 
felf, tacitly confeſſes, that he is unfit for gene- 
rous and manly imployments, and calls himſelf 
Child, while he thus trifles and plays away his 
days. 

bh I KNOW not whether I may rank the 
great and deep Gameſters in this File 3 for though 
the nature of their imployment belong to it, yet 
there are ſuch conſiderable ruinous effedts of it, 
as ſeem to place it in the number of more ſeri- 
ous Ills. And indeed, though Cuſtom hath cal- 
led it Play, yet the many anxious fears and un- 
eaſie Commotions which uſually attend it, evince 
the great impropriety of the Title, and would 
more reaſonably have givenit a name of the di- 
ret contrary importance. But as feigned names 
are commonly an art of concealing perſons, ſo 
this Trade atlumes the ſtile of ONE ” 
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deed to diſguiſe its true original, which undoubt- 
edly is Covetouſneſs. For what imaginable cauſe 
can there be aſligned, beſides the deſire of Win- 
ing, that ſhou)d make mcn venture what they 
are ſo unwilling to loſe? It is certain, he that 
plays for a Peece, has as much of the divertive 
part, as he that ſtakes a thouſand - and were that 
all were deſigned, men need not, and certainly 
would not ſo profuſely over-buy what offers it 
ſelf at ſo much a cheaper rate. I know this is a 
motive men think too ſordid to own, but would 
God they would once learn ( in this better ſenſe ) 
to revere themſelves as well as others, and de- 
ſpiſe to be prevailed on by what they are aſha- 
med to avow. But the event ordinarily ſpeaks 
itas greata Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
are too many fad inſtances in the ſhipwrackt 
Fortunes of theſe Adventurers. And indeed there 
is nothing wonderful in it, but that men will be 
ſo mad as to run the hazard. For that being 
ſuppoſed, it is not at all ſtrange to fee them (ink 
under it. For a man has here to deal not with 
Chance alone ( which yet were but a tickle bot- 
tom toimbark in) but with ſuch combinations of 
Deceit, that even good Fortune it ſelf will not 
ſecure him: ſo that he that has not learnt to 
Plough with the ſame Heitfer, is like to make bur 
ſad Husbandry of it. And even thoſe that have, 
if they happen toget ſome few good Crops, yet 
they quite wear out the ſoil with them, forfeit 
that Reputation with all conſidering men, which 
ould et them in to farther opportunities, and 
s leave 
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leave themſelves to live not ſo much upon their 
own Wits, as other mens Follies. It 1s true 1n- 
deed, that hath in theſe latter days proved a 
Nretty large Cozzmor to graze on, and ſome have 
'2zemed to thrive well upon it 3 but generally ſuch 
Cattle meet at laſt with a pinching Winter, 
which leaves them as bare and meagre, as ever, 
In fhort, Cheating has uſually a rct:excd effica- 
cy, and deceivesnone more than thoſe that ule 
It : yctſuch a ſtroak hath it now got in Gaming, 
that in moſt Companies it leaves menonly this 
mrierable choice, Whether they will be active or 
paſliveinit. Which methinks ſhould be enough 
to awake men, as immoderate Tyrannies uſe to 
do, to vindicate their Liberties, and reduce Ga- 
ming from this exorbitancy to its Primitive ule, 
make 1t ceaſe to bea Trade, and become a Re- 
creation 3 and that too bounded within ſuch juſt 
limits, that it may not incroach on thoſe hours 
which ſhould be deſtinzd to greater concern- 
ments. But as it is between this and the reſt, 
either Impertinencies or Vices, all their time 1s 
ſo pre-ingaged and fore-ſtalled, that their mot 
important intereſt is left forlorn and neglected 3 
they have as little Leiſure as Will to conlider the 
poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that they car- 
ry any ſuch trifle about them. 

13. A N D now they that thus forget God 
and themſelves, no wonder if they afiord little 
conſideration to their brethren. . They will not 
be guilty of Ry Indecorum, or deny the Body 
of fia ts exact ſymmetry, by makmg this part 
Se bat. RE Y> Oy g a—— 
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unproportionable to the reſt: and therefore they 
either allow no pars of their timz2 to others, or do 
it to ſuch inverted perverſe purpoles, as makes the 
payment worle than robbery. Thus many be- 
ſtow Y:{ts on others, not out of any purpole of 
kindneſs, but either to trifle away their own 
time, or to make obſervations, what they can 
{py ridiculous to entertain their laughter. A my- 
ſtery the Loxdon-vilitants are generally well read 
in, who have put this bulinels long lince into a 
ſetled courle 3 ſo that the diſcoveries of one Vi- 
fit ſets them in a ſtock of defaming, backbiting 
diſcourſe for the next, and fo ſucceſiively ad in- 
finitum. $o again, many who call themſclves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that title, 
if they can find out a young Heir of much wealth 
and little prudence, how officious, how diligent 
are they in attending him? watching him as glad- 
ly asa Vulture does the fall of a Carcaſs, till they 
find an advantage to rook him at Play, entangle 
him in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray him to ſome 
mean and unequal Match. So it they hear but 
of a beantiful Woman, what contrivances, what 
defigns do they lay, firſt toſfee, and then to cor- 
rapt her; make it a buſineſs to themſelves, as 
well as a trade to their agents and faftors, to 
ſpring ſuch game? And upon ſuch occaſions as 
theſe can liberally ſacrifice their Time, of which 
when any Charitable oftice would borrow from 
them but ſome few minutes, they are then ſuch 
buſie perſons, they can by no means afford it. 
A Nabals blunt and churliſh refuſal, or at belt a 
H 4 
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Felix's put-olt to 4 convenient ſeaſon,” are the uſu- 
al returns to ſuch motions. But to anticipate 


the Propoſal, to go in queſt of ſuch Opportuni- , 
ties, looks with them like a piece of Knight-er- / 


rentry, has fo little of their practice, that it 
icarceeſcapestheir ſcorn. 

14. A ND now what a heavy Bill of Indid- 
ment 15 like one day to be brought in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
bours (hall all joyn in the Charge ! Oh that they 
would feaſonably confider how ſadly obnoxious 
they are to it, aud that condemnation which will 
inevitably follow it 3 that ſo they may, accord- 
ing to Chrilts counſel, Azt. 5. 25. agree with 
theſe adverſartes while they are in the way, 
and by yielding to each of them for the 
future a juſt portion of their Tizze, compound 
the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againit them. 
That they would remember, that of all their 
prodigalittes, this of their Time is the moſt de- 
ſperate, ſuch as is moſt impoſſible to redeem , 
and yet that wherein they are of all others the 
deeplieſt concerned. And this they would cer- 
tainly be convinced of, if their Ajery fancies 
could but ſo condenſe into Earth, as to bring 
them into any acquaintance with their Beds af 
duſt, give them tome foretaſte of their Dying 
terrors: for let them but ſadly think what they 
would then give for ſome few of thaſe Days the 
now ſtudy to fling away, and they cannot chk 
but infer the neceflity of being better Husbands. 
| We 
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We read in Scripture of the Demoniacks dwel- 
ling among the Tombs: but the Devil has ſure 
changed that habitation 3 for thoſe whom he 
now poſlefles he permits not to converſe at all 
there, as knowing it is the propereſt preparative 
to his diſpoſlefſion. And doubtleſs it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſer, as of all others, ſo 
of this Evil ſpirit ( this faltching Devil, that thus 
ſteals from men their precious hours ) often to 
deſcend into the Vault or Charnel-houſe, and 
by ſerious conlideration how ſhort their Tizee 
is, to inforce upon themſelves a care of redeem- 
ing it. 

bs NOR need they fear, that to redeem 
their Time, they - muſt ſell. their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves to a joylels ſtate of life. For 
though it is true they mult reſign their connter- 
feit, they ſhall have real Delights in exchange 3 
they muſt part with their Glaſs, but ſhall have 
Goldin ſtead of it. And as none but a rude 7r- 
dian will repine at that bargain in the Literal, (o 
none but'a ruder Chriſtian can diſlike it in the 
Moral ſenſe. For inthe firſt place, he that im- 
ploys his tizze in converling with God, is not on- 
ly more honvurably and more profitably, but al- 
lo more pleaſantly buſted than he can poflibly be 
any other way. We allſay, That God is the Cen- 
tre of Felicity : but he gives himſelf the lie, that 
docs not withal confeſs, that the cloſer acquain- 
tance we. have with him, the nearer approach we 
make to happineſs. For whoever believed the 
Sun 
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Sun to be the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to 
freez by drawing near its Rays? Indeed none but 
the down-right Atheiſt can with any tolerable 
Logick, diipute the pleaſantnefs of this Duty. 
For can any whoſe Faith has ſet up a God, ſuffer 
their fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend ? Put on 
him ſuch ualovely ſhapes, as may beget averſion, 
deter them from approaching to him ? Can they 
call him a Deity, to whom they will not attri- 
bute ſo much as they will to every ingenuous 
man, the honour of being good Company ? Thiz 
15 to be not only prophane, but abſurd. And if 
there be any of ſoſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him 
uncapable of conviction by Argument : the com- 
mon Proverb hath affigned htm his Teacher, vis. 
Experience. Let him by frequent, yet reverent 
Addrefles to God, grow into ſome familiarity 
with him, bring himſelf within diſtance of re- 
ceiving his refreſhing Influences, and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath been to him- 
ſelf in thus long holding off. In humane Con- 
verſations we uſenot to find the guſt and reliſh of 
them, till wearrive to ſome degree of Freedom: 
they that converſe as ſtrangers, are under con- 
ſtraints and uneaſineſs. And certainly the main 
cauſe of that diſguſt men have to this Spiritual 
entercourlſe, is their unaccuſtomedneſs to it. 
They addreſs to God perfely as ſtrangers, now 
and then pay him a flight Viſit, as it were by way 
of formality and complement 3 and thenno won- 
der if it be neither fatisfattory to God nor them- 
ſelves. But then 'tis ſure great injuſtice = de- 
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fame that as unplcaſant, which becomes ſo only 
by their own 111 managery 3 to fay there is no wa- 
terin the Well, only becauſe they negle&to pro- 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of it up. 

16. I N the next place 'tis ſure, their Souls 
mean them no malice, in exacting part of their 
Time. For firſt, what they beſtow in improving 
and exalting their Underſtandings, does not only 
bring them 1n vaſt advantages in the end, bur at- 
fords them alſo very fair accommodations by the 
way. Learning yields ſuch variety of agreeable 
entertainments, that like the Alanna in the Wil- 
_ it adapts it ſ{clf to every mans taſte, he 
that likes not one ſort may fit himſelf with ano- 
ther 3 and ſure he mult have a ſtrangely vitiated 
palat, to whom none of them will reliſh. I can 
(carce think Nature has produced any thing ſo 
diſtemper'd 3 but men take up general and impli- 


cite prejudices, and will look on Books in no 


other notion but as Taskmaſters, whereas if they 
would but. conſider them as Companions, they 
could not miſs of one kind or other, to find a 
pleaſant converſation among them. 

17. AS for that portion of their Tizze which 
is ſpent in attendance on the yet more ſpiritual 
part of them, 'tis rather a gift than a robbery, to 
help them to ſuch a way of expence. Ingenuous 
men think it a. prize when they meet an opportu- 
nity to reſcue from the ſullage of time any thing 
that carries the ſtamp of ancient worth and No- 
bility. But this is a piece of the greateſt Anti- 
quity, of the nobleſt, yea divineſt Imprefs. How 
i can 
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can mens hours be better laid out, than in reſto- 
ring it toits primitive luſtre, in wiping off that 
ſoil wherewith the ſteam of boiling paſſions hath 
obſcur'd it, and by disburdening it of thoſe loads 
of noxious humours under which it labours, like 
good Phyſicians recover it from a languiſhing, 
infirm, to a vigorous athletique habit 2 And ure 
the ſatisfattion of this muſt far exceed all other 
entertainments. Indeed that which 1s uſually 
taken up in ſtead of it, can with no juſtice pre- 
tend toany tolerable complacency. No man en- 
vies his felicity, but contemns bis ſordid and 
abject ſpirit, that picks out the baſeſt and un- 
worthieſt company : And ſhall it here pals for 
pleaſureto conſort only with the plebeian part of 
himſclt, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, which are the 
Common people of this Little world, to ſpend 
all histime in Treating and Careſling of theſe, 
and in the interim let the Soul, which is of fo 
noble an extraction, ſo excellent endowments, 
{tand by neglected, nay be trodden to death in 
the croud of this vulgar rabble? Certainly this 
is a Tragedy, that no man could ſee upon the 
Stage without indignation : yet: God knows, this 
15 it men daily act over with applauſe to them- 
ſelves. Would God they would once ſhift the 
Scene, and let the oppreſt Soul have its ſeaſon 
of triumphing : doubtleſs they would find it 
more pleaſant to ſhare in its Conqueſts than. in 
its ruine. We read indeed of ſome Nations 
that have by the rites of a barbarous religion 
been forced to make Humane ſacrifices ; yet me 
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find not that they had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity 
it ſelf, as to make it matter of delight. And 
has our Civility ſo far outdone their Barbariſm, 
that it ſhall be pleaſure to do that in ſpight of our 
Religion, which they did in obedience to theirs? 
To butcher the Man within us, and leave no- 
thing but our outward Form and inward Guilt to 
difference us from Beaſts? He that diſclaims this, 
muſt neceſlarily confeſs the pleaſure lies on the 
other ſide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the uſur- 
pations, yea tyranny of the Fleſh; and conſe- 
quently, that the Time he thus beſtows is not 
loſt, but improved to his own greateſt preſent, 
as well as future advantages. 

18. THE like may (in the laſt place) be 
ſaid of that part of it which is laid out to 
the benefit of others, which is that which 
brings us to taſte the moſt delicious of humane 
delights: the pleaſure of Obliging being of all 
thoſe the moſt raviſhing and tranſporting. And 
for this we neednotthe verdict of Chriſtianity : 
the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the Divine. 
Nay it is ſo received a truth, that ſcarce any man 
will avow ſo much il! nature as to reſiſt it in 
diſcourſe, how much ſoever his praQice diſowns 
it. Indeed this 1s a pleaſure of fo exalted, to 
quinteſſential a kind, that what Herod's Audi- 
tors ſaid in flattery of his Oration, we may fay 
in truth of this, *T15 the delight rather of a God, 
than a va, That Soveraign Being, though he 
were eternally happy in himſelf, yet as if he had 
wanted 


110 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. © 


wanted of his compleat felicity,whileſt he enjoyd 
it alone, was plealed rather to create, than want 
objeds of his goodneſs. And a pleaſureto which 
God himſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation, as to 
makea World in order to it, ſure cannot, with- 
out the moſt impious contradiftion of his choice, 
be deſpiſed by man. And certainly 'tis none of 
theleaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouchſafed our 
nature, that he hath given us a capacity of it, 
by affording us thoſe powers by which we may 
advantage and oblige one another 3 ſo pointing 
us out a courle, whereby we may riot only inno- 
cently, but ſuccesfully entertain L»ciſers delign, 
of being like the moſt High. It really makes Men 
what the Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, 
even Demi-gods. O that thole who think it No- 
ble to be aſpiring,would thus verifie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeavours in 
this one Generous Ambition! and then *tis ſure 
they would not need to be told the happineſs of 
this ſo Deifying an imployment. 


SSCT. VIL 


Of the Fourth Advantage, that of his Authority. 


Gentleman's advantage, in reſpect of his 

Authority over thoſe that relateto, or de- 
pend on: him. And this, if rightly managed, is 
of excellent uſe, though as capable of being per- 
verted, as any of the former. He who has ſecu- 
lar ties upon men, may often, by thoſe cords 
which bind their worldly intereſt, draw themto 
a conſideration of their ſpiritual. A Texant who 
thinks his livelihood concerned in the good Will 
of his Landlord, A Penfioner whoſe ſubſiſtence 
reſts upon the bounty of his Patron, will ſtrive 
to model themſelves ro ſuch a form, as may beſt 
ſuit the inclinations of the perſon they defire to 
endear: they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
Flint to others. But then, as variety of Seals 
make differing Impreſlions, ſo this flexibleneG 
of theirs may be either abuledto ill, or improved 
to good : this Wax may receive the Image of a 
Beaſt or an Angel. Ir 1s therefore the duty of 
thoſe whoare polleſt of this advantage, to ule it 
to the impreſting not of Vice, but Vertue; to 
contrive how they may moſt effeCtually dil- 
countenance the one, and encourage the ar 
Anc 


# | the fourth place we are to conſider the 
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And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op- 
portunities of, towards either of thoſe relations 
forementioned. 

2. BUT to none ſo often as to their Dome- 
ſticks and Menial ſervants. Thele are alwaysſo 
much in their road, that they ſeem to be marked 
out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
he is ſet as a Watchman, Ezek, 3.17. over his Fa: 
mily, and ought as jealouſly to obſerve the ap- 
proach of any Vice towards it, asa Centinel does 
that of an Enemy. Tis a very pernicious error 
for men to think themlelves no other ways con- 
cerned in their Servants, than they are 1n their 
Horſes or Oxen, to look upon them only as ano- 
ther ſpecies of Working-cattle, and ſo they do 
their buſineſs, care not how arrant Brutes they 
be. Whereasthey ſhould remember, that they 
with themſelves are Common-lervants to the one 
Great Maſter, and that the ſubordination of the 
one to the other is but the wiſe Oeconomy of their 
Lord, who has (as in great Families we ſee it 
uſual ) conſtituted the one as Stewards or Super- 
viſors, to regulate the reſt : and then *twill ap- 
pear a piece of enormous unfaithfulneſs to neg- 
let this charge. To avoid which guilt, it will 
concern Gentlemen to have a ſedulous care over 
thoſe that are thus intruſted to them, to make 
ſtri& inſpeQtions into the manners of their ſer- 
vants, and accordingly to apply inſtructions, and 
admonitions, reproots, or incouragements. And 
that they may not tranſcribe Phareohs 7 granny of 
exaGing 
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rtaFing brick without ſiraw,require the ſuperſtru- 
ture of Chriſtian lives, where there wants the 
neceſlary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
they muſt provide that none under their charge 
be deſtitute of the means of laying that ground- 
work, of knowing ſo much of Religion as may 
bring them into an acquaintance with their duty. 
But to give life to all theſe endeavours 'tis indil- 
penſably neceſlary for them to avow ſuch a Love 
to piety and vertue, and ſuch a Deteſtation of 
the contrary, that their ſervants may ſee rhac 
there is but one way of approving themſelves both 
to their earthly and heavenly Maſter. | 

3. I F it be here Objected, That it is but a 
counterfeit vertue, which derives it ſelf from the 
care of pleaſing men, and ſo that this is but to 
teach them to convert prophaneneſs to hypocrt- 
he: T muſt yield fo far as to confeſs, that where 
that continues the final motive, 1t will never 
avail any man.. But as God often uſes temporal 
and outward occurrencies, to produce inward 
and ſpiritual effefs, fo it may here happen, that 
thoſe whoſe firſt approaches to Goodneſs were 
mercenary, and out of compliance to others, may 
by coming within view of it diſcern it ſoamiable, 
that they may aſter love it for its ſelf. And in- 
deed conſidering the rude ignorance uſual among 
the vulgar, 'tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im- 
brace it upon the bare ſtrength of ſpeculation, 
and therefore mult be allowed ſecular invitations, 
as baits to allure them. As for tho'e that never 


&dvance higher than the' mecr Form of ont 
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what weight ſocver it may addto their own doom, 
yet perhaps that may juſtly be accounted leſs mil- 
chievous to the world, than the contrary ex- 
tremez Hypocriſte being a fin that cannot well 
ſet up for Proſelites, becaule it never owns it ſelf 
of a diſtin party from true Piety. And 'tis not 
1mpoſlible, that the example of a feigned Chri- 
ſtian, may teach others to ſurmount their copy, 
and be that in ſincerity, which he 1s but in appea- 
rance : whereas open Vice pretends to no ſuch 
_m_ breaths nothing but contagion, and 
ike a peſt infefts communities. We have there- 
fore reaſon to conclude, that if this care were ge- 
nerally taken, 'twere a ſervice not only to God, 
but the Common-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on her 
from any rank of men, than from lewd and idle 
Servantz who uſing their places only as a ſhelter 
for their floth and licentiouſneſs, when that 
Gonrd withers, know not whither to retire, but 
uſually either live Beggars, or die Thieves: 
whereas if Gentlemens families were \o ordered,as 
to become Seminaries of Induſtry and Sobriety, 
the number of them is ſo great, that they might 
be able to ſend out many Colonies of uſeful and 
civil perſons. 

4- THERE isalfo another ſort of Relative, 
viz. 4 Friend; over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings from this ſervile 
ſtock of hopes & fears, yet they have one of a much 
more noble deſcent, and more vigorous efficacy. 
Ericnd(hbip has a key tothe heart, which it may uſe 
not 
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not only to let it ſelf into its ſecrets, but alſo to 
mtroduce its own conceptions, ſentiments, and 
inclinations3 it ſo mixes with the mind, that it 
tnay inſenſfibly convey into it any 7d24. Now to 
uſe this intimacy to the bringing in any thing 
baſe and unworthy, is the vileſt treachery, ſuch as 
1s but imperfeQly repreſented by the treaſon' of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
briuging in Thieves or Murderers upon him. A 
guilt ſo vehemently to be abhorred,thatnone 1sto 
think himſelf at a ſufficient andquſt diſtance from 
it, but he that induſtriouſly purſues the direCt 
contrary 3 he therefore that hath a Frzexd, ought 
ſtudioutly to contrive how he may moſt promote 
his advantages, and thoſe not only his outward 
and fecular, but alſo (yea principally } his in- 
ward and ſpiritual. This is the only ſenſe where- 
in 'tis lawful to have deſigns upon him, and in 
this he1s not only licenſed, but obliged to have 
fo. He muſt here uſe all friendly ſtratagems to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make his 
kindneſs the Vehicle, wherein the more grateful- 
ly to adminiſter whatever 15 moſt wholſome,even 
reproofs, when they appear ſoz and yet by ta- 
king his own turn in being the Patient, evince, 
that 'tis no aſſuming humour, that creates him a 
Phyfician. If friend{hips were thus — It 
would be indeed a moſt facred relation, ſuch as 
would be above the violations of thoſe petty tri- 
vial diſtaftes, which now adays diflolve them. 
Hearesthat are tyed together with theſe conſe- 
trated bands, arc like 2/ar and Wife joyned _ 
F 2 er 


AM I. ————— one arm amet —_—  ——  — 
© # _ —_— - 


116 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. © 


ther inſeparably by God, and much for the ſame | 
end of propagation 3 only herein as far ſuperior | 


to their pattern, as the mind is to the body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the natural com- 
polition of a man. We may reaſonably believe 
they were Friendſhips of this making, that firſt 
brought thatname into ſo much veneration, and 
were they again reduced to this, no Encominms 
could be too laviſh for them. Such a reducement 
were a work well worthy the ſpirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who ſince they generally profels 
much reverence tothe word, 'tis pity they ſhould 
caſt away their adorations on an empty ſhrine. 
The Heathens had Ircantations to recal their dil- 
pleaſed Deities into their forſaken Images. | 
wiſh they would alſo try ſome holy magick, to 
bring back ſomewhat of the primitive divine ſpi- 
rit, to animate this now liveleſs trunk : that they 
who juſtly think it an»zgertile reproachful thing, 
not to have ſome body whom they call Friend, 
may think it much more ſo, not to pay all the real 
kindneſs due to that appellation. 

5- HAVING thus far given an account 
what are the proper and juſt imployments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Relations, our me- 
thed now requires us to refle& a little on their 
PraFice, and that in the moſt we ſhall find as far 
fwerving from the rule in this particular, as any 
of the former. So far, alas, are Gentlemen from 
making their Power inſtrumental to the infuling 
good, that there is nothing more. ordinary than 
to [ce them diſpoſe it to the direct — 
corn 
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| ſcorn and contempt they publickly caft upon all 


piety and vertue, teaches their Dependents how 
dead a trade that 1slike ro prove to them. And 
then 'tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall 
with them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain. He that 
aims to get an Exhibition, or any thing propor- 
tionable will ſoon diſcern his way lies 1n a quite 
oppoſite road. He muſt find out what Vice of 
the Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. 
$ometim2s he muſt purvey for his Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance; and even when he 
has'cloyz(] thole grofler appetites, yet his Pride 
will always remain inſatiable. He muſt ſtill pro- 
vide air for that Camelion, lay out his whole 
breat in flatteries ( a more helliſh wind than any 
the Laplanders ſell.) Tis this enſhrining his 
Diana which is the craſt by which he expects his 
wealth : and therefore whatever other office he 
execute by ſtarts, a Paraſte is to be his conſtant 
trade. 

6. IN like manner their Servants are diſciplined 
to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, and not 
only to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom miſs to be taken up by the whole 
Houſe, as if they werc tobe the Cognizances and 
Badges to witneſs to whom they retained. And 
though for this they might very well trult to the 
efficacy of their bare Example, yet as if they 
could never be ſecure enough of corrupting their 
Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 
Rules of Inſtitution. Thus it is one of the Fun- 
damental Laws of their Hoſpitality, That #9 

I 3 ſtranger 
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firanger be ſent Sober away. So that their Houſes 
may well paſs for inchanted Caſtles, no Man 
ſcarce that comes into them, being able to guide 
himſelf out. They keep, as it were, ſolemn 
Juſt and Turrements of Debauchery,to challenge 

[1 comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks. In ſhort, 
Gentlemens Families are- become ſuch perfect A- 
cademies of Licenciouſneſs, that the moſt inno- 
cent Puny will there ina very ſhort time become 
proficient. And this God knows is the ordinary 
improvement they make of their Authority 3 as 
if they affected to outbid thetyranny of the Tark, 
in {ending a Halter to his Vaſlals, and making 
them their own Executioners 3 or thought it a 
diſparagement to their Qualities, to go to Hell 
without an honourable Retinue. 

7. AS for the other ſort of power, that which 
they have over their Friends and intimates, 'tis 
not diſcernible that they manage that better. 
Who almoſt is there, that ſeems at all to advert 
to the Eſſential part of Friendſhip? What a Ra- 


Tity, I had almoſt ſaid a Prodigy is it, to find- 


_ amongſt thoſe that profeſs the greateſt 
earnels) any that hath either the Courage to 
— or the Humility to receive an Admonition ? 
ut in ſtead of thoſe wonnds of a Friend, Prov.27. 
6. there 1s nothing more common among them, 
than the kiſſes of an Enemy, ſuch mutual opp. 
in ill, as renders it inveterate and incurable 3 an 
like Joab to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20. 10. ſheds ont the 
bowels, when-it pretends to 4if. Nay, as if it 
3”. oe yy —_ 
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were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vi- 


| ces they find already planted, they ſow new 
| Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to each 
| other, as if the community of Friendſhip obliged 


them mutually to diffuſe their poiſons. Were 
many of the cloſeſt intimacies now adays ranfack- 
ed to the bottom, it 1s to be feared this would be 
found the baſis and ground-work of them. He 
that hath advanced above the beaten road.,arrived 
to the more elevated myſterious parts of wicked- 
nels, ( The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev. 2. 
24. ) would loſe much of the gult, if he ſhould 
not get ſome Confident, to whom at once to 
boaſt, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus fa- 
cerilegioully 1s this venerable relation of Friend- 
ſhip prophaned, by being proſtituted to the vileſt 
and moſt deteſtable purpoſes3 and by this accur- 
ſed abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamorphoſis, be- 
comes only a Confederacy in ſin, a Combination 
and League againſt what they account the com- 
mon Enemies, God and Vertue. 

8. THESE are ſuch wretched perverſions 
of their power, that one would gueſs it were ſome 
great and very conſiderable weight of preſent 1n- 
tereſt, that ſhould thus byaſs and diſtort them. 
But when that is examined, 'twill be found to lie 
wholly on the other ſide. The former Seftion 
gave us occaſion to diſcern how tranſporting ade- 
light it is, to be the Inſtruments of any good to 
others. But as there is no good can bear propor- 
tion with that which is done tothe Soul, ſo cer- 
tainly to be an Agent in that, muſt far tranſcend 
F 4 the 
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the pleaſure of all other Benefattions. He that 
ſo diſpenſes his Bounty,as to engage Mento Ver- 
tue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perlon, out- 
vies the moſt profuſe Donations of the greatel(t 
Potentates. They can give but ſome little par- 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like amigh- 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do him homage. So 
he that by well ordering his Family, makes his 
Servanms to be God's, daes not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, but is as it were a Patriot even 
to Heaven it ſelf; provides it with Inhabitants, 
and helpsto ſecure it from that emptineſs and de- 
population, wherewith the general wickedneſs 
of menſeem to threaten it. And thenin relation 
to ſuch his Servants, he is of all other Maſters 
the moſt bountiful and obliging : they provide 
perhaps ſome petty Annuities, he gives a ſtate of 
Inheritance, nay of Eternity. 

9. THIS isq vaſt Munificence, yet that 
which the arranteſt Worldling can have no temp- 
tation to grudge. A man may thus without a 
Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that very thing to himſelf, which he dif- 
penſes to others. So that here is no place for 
the uſual ( thonghunjuſt ) ObjeCtion of 3mpove- 
riſhing ones ſelf, which is that alone which often 
deads therelliſh, or diverts the attempt of other 
Liberalities. And therefore this fort which 1s 
xeſcued from that one poflible allay muſt certain- 
ly yicld the moſt vigorous and unmixt Pleaſure ; 
it being fure, that Bounty has in it ſelf ſo much 
of agreement with Humane Nature, as will ine- 
CU my > . . . vitably 
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vitably produce Complacence and Delight, 
where it 15nat {@interrupted or allayed. 

Io. I MIGH T hereaddex abwridanti, that 
there is likewiſe a ſecular Profit attending it. For 
if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly con(ci- 
entious, they would be of very much more uſe to 
them. They might employ them ſecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon them but their own 
Conſciences. *'Twould not then be, ſo many 
Servants, ſo many Thieves and Harpies, but ſo 
many Factors and Traftickers for the Maſters 
adyantages. So that here again their own intereſt 
engages them to this Care : though I confeſs *tis 
tobe wiſhed, that the former more ingenuous - 
Motive may be lo prevalent, as to Gentde all 
uſe of this; it being very unreaſonable that God 
ſhonld need Auxtiharies from Manmmon. Yet 
as once the 7ſ/raelites borrowed of the #gyptians, 
ſo it may not be amils to make this Inferiour con- 
fideration a ſtep to the other more Noble: that 
even they who have yet noguſt of thatmore He- 
roick Pleaſure, may on the jntuition of this 
Worldly advantage, endeavour to improve their 
Authority tq the Spiritual good of all that belong 
to them. 

11. BUT from no part of this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich ſatisfattion, as from thar 
which is exerciſed towards a Friend. For as their 
concernment 1s nearer 1in him, than in the former 
more diſtant Relations, fo the Pleaſure of doing 
good to him, mult proportionably encreaſe ; as 
that heat is moſt intenſe which is conveyed by the 
4-89 neareſt 
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neareſt Reflection. He who ſo maintains his Vi- 
tal ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
with every Member of it, muſt yet neceſſarily have 
the moſt acute ſenſe of what befals thoſe parts, 
to which he is moſt immediately conjoyned. But 
there 15 no ſtricter Union upon Earth, than that 
of a Virtuous Friendſhip; and then what can be 
more fatisfaftory, than to preſerve or advance 
the Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is 
ſure to fee], to improve and benefit that perſon, 
whois thus become a part of him? Perſons of 
quality love to deck and imbelliſh the place 
where they inhabit, abhor todwell in a Stie or 
Dungeon : but friends dwell in each other; and 
therefore cannot but be delighted in beautifying 
and adorning thoſe Minds they have thus choſen 
to live in, in purging them from all foulneſs and 
pollations, and rendring them as pure and imma- 
culatez nay, as ſplendid and illuſtrious, as 1s 
poſhble. Certainly, there is nothing upon Earth 
more raviſhing, than a Friendſhip thus entertain- 


ed. 'Tis ſome Anticipation of Heaven, where * |". 


thoſe lines of Love which ſtretch themſelves to 
every Partof the Circumference, do all meet in 
God as their Centre. It is indeed that which fur- 
mounts the poſlibility of an exa& deſcription, 
andreſerves its full diſcovery to be the prize of 
Experience. Let it be tried, and then I doubt 
not, bur he that hath made the Experiment, . will 
readily atteſt the pleaſure of thus employing this 
part alſo of his Authority. 


SECT. 


SECT. VIIL 


Of the Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation. 


I. HE laſt Advantage is that of Repata- 
tion and Eſteem : which is generally 
preſumed the due of Perſons of Qua- 

lity, unleſs where ſome perſonal unworthineſs 

hath cut off the Entail, and forfeited that right. 

And though theſe days have taught the Vulgar 

to defalk much of that reſpect which former Ages 

paid to Superiours of all ſorts3 yer I cannot think 
the Leveling Principle has fo univerſally diffu- 
ſed it ſelf, as totally to raſe out all Impreffions 
of Reverence towards them : ſo that there ſtill 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for them to ne- 
gotiate with. It will be their part ſo to manage 


-1* and diſpoſe it, as to bring in profit to their Lord, 


by making it alſo an Engine todraw men to piety 
and virtue. 

2. T HIS they may ſometimedo by Counſtlz 
ta the fucceſs whereof there is nothing more cott- 
tributive than an eſteem of the Adviſer, mt 
men being rather apt ta confider who ſpeaks, than 
what is ſpoken. And therefore perſons, whoſe 
Quality and Education have prepolleſt them 
with an opinion of their Wiſdom, have a great 
advantage towards the working on them. And 

BN this 
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this it will befit them to make diligent uſe of, by 


ſeaſonable advices and exhortations to thoſe 
whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepared for the en- 
tertaining of them, totake all prudent occaſions 
ro recommend Chriſt;ar Pradice tothem, and by 
pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- 
ſures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir- 
tue, to preſent them in their true and native 
ſhapes, the one the objett of horrour and deteſta- 
tion, the other of Jove and delight. *Tis the 
want of this diſcovery, that has given Impiety 
ſo free a range: it hasdreſt it ſelf up in a coun- 
terfeit ſplendour, falſe Gemms and Tinſel-gau- 
dery 3 and in this glittering appearance it mar- 
ches on triumphantly, receives acclamations, 
yea, and Obeiſance too, nay commands not on- 
ly the knees ( as every proſperous Uſurper can 
do) but even the hearts of men. And will 
none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Teal for 
publick Concern, as to uncloak this Impoſtour, 
_ and ſhew the dazled World what it is it thus 
bows to? Perhaps this is lookt on only as the 
buſineſs of Divines 3 but certainly would Geztle- 
ever allo ſet to it, they were like to prove the 
more proſperous undertakers. What comes on- 
ly out of the Pulpit, paſles for the ſoeliſftnef of 
Preaching, 1 Cor. 1. 21. or for the diſcourſes of 
thoſe whoſe Trade it is to inveigh againſt fin. 
All their Trzffs being of ' courſe, and expected, 
their Wards are as well known too; and wedail 

ſee Vice approve it ſelf an expert Fencer again 

them. But the endeavours of theſe would _=_ 
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be liable to thoſe prejudices : a Blow from them 
would come (like the Revolt of a Confederate) 
withthe advantage of a Surpriſe. And there is 
little doubt, but by friendly and familiar Con- 
ferences they might many times 1nlinuate that 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 
Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often 
- fail of. 

3. BU T Counſel will be of little efficacy, if 
\ It be not ſeconded by Example. They muſt 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch, as may ſhew 
they believe themſelves whileſt they go about to 
perlwade others. He that ſhall with never fo 
preſſing arguments dehort a man from that Sin, 
which himſelf at the next opportunity commits, 
willnever be ſuppoſed to have any real ill opinion 
of it, but rather ſo paſſionate a love, that he is 
jealous any but himſelf ſhould have its embraces. 
And then ſurely this will be fo far from averting, 
that it will excite the appetite of the other” to 
taſte of that which he ſees is thought lo deſirable 
as to be Monopolized. 

4- INDEED there is nothing by which 
they have ſo univerſal ar —— as their Ex- 
ample. Things that are ſet in ſome high and 
eminent place, do naturally attra&t mens eyes to 
them : ſo that eminency of condition wherein 
Gentlemen are placed, renders their actions 
more obſervable. They are like the City our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks of, ſet oz an hill, and have by that 
advantageous fituation the means of making 
their light ſhine ſarther than other mens. And 
there- 
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therefore it _ to be their conſtant care,by the 
bright luſtre of their exact and exemplary Con- 
verſations, to inlighten the whole ſphere wherein 
they move. Would Gertlewer make this their 
united deſign, what a happy Conſtellation of au- 
ſpicious Stars would they prove, by whofe benign 
AſpeCt the ſterility of Vulgar minds might be 
cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpirited and ren- 
dred capable of excellent produttions? 

5. FOR whatcan bemoreperſwaſive to thoſe 
of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to 
ſee it made the election of thoſe whom they ſup- 
poſe to have moſt judgment to diſcern its value, 
and ſo fall not on it blindfold, and who have alſo 
all the contrary pleaſures of Sin within their 
reach; nay proſtrate at their feet, ſuing for en- 
tertainment, and ſo are not caſt on it by impo- 
tence? What a blur and infamy would it caſt 
upon Vice, if it were once baniſhed out of Gemtile 
company ? And how fair a ſtep would it be to- 
wards its excluſion out of all> We ſee what a 
natural aſpiring the lower ſort have to approach 
to the condition of their Betters. And though 
that being now aimed only at their Pomps and 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper , yet 
ſure it were much in the power of thoſe emulated 
perſons to make it ſo. For would they ſo ordet 
the matter,that their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine all 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould become 
the character and diſtinftive note of a Gentlema#, 
to be eminently good, this were a way to con- 
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ge not to rack and torture men, as common am- 
bitions do,but to advance them to all vertuous in- 
duſtry. 

6. HE that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and degenerous Inclinations, and make 
himſelf a Gentleman without help of Heraldry. 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whoſe firſt riſe was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a cha- 
rity is this, and yet of all others the cheapeſt, it 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home ! The being. good, is primarily a 
kindneſs to themſelves, and to others only by 
way of re{ult, and propagation, and eafie conſe- 

uence. How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea un- 
Nall too will it then be, to deny this bene- 
faftion, which has that very argument on its 
ſide, which 1s oppoſed to other kinds of Libera- 
lities 2 That fear of le{ſening a mans ſelf which 
in thoſe contracts and fliuts up the bowels, is 
here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them: for 
in this caſe men cannot deny, without their own 
greateſt injury, and diminution. And fure 
'twould juſtly paſs for a prodigy both of malice 
and folly, for one foto avert the benefiting ano- 
ther, as to incur the greateſt damage to himſelf 
in avoiding it. 

7. BUT alas, it is not only Charity either 
to others or themfelves, . which exatts of rhem 
thus to promote Picty among men, They have 

brought. 
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brought themſelves under another more con- 

ſtraining obligation, I mean that of Jxſtice, par- 

ticularly the juſtice of Reſtitution : for 'tis too 

viſible they have been deeply acceſlary toits de- 

cay. So far have they been from adviſing and 

exciting men to good, that I fear their perſwa- 
five faculties have generally been imployed to a 

quite diſtant purpoſe. There are few or none, 

that by their own pious endeavours do at all abate 

the need of the Prieſts exhortations 3 but ma- 

ny that do evacuate their efficacy, by decrying it 

as the greateſt folly, the moft nnmanly ſubmiſ- 

ſion, to yield them any conſideration. As for 

their own Counſels, they are too often in ear- 

neſt, what Solomon's was by way of Irony, Eccl. 

TI.9. Walk inthe ways of thine heart and in the 

light of thine eyes, encouraging and animating 

men to all Senſuality. And if they diſcern any 
begin toſtartle at the conrſe, to entertain but a 

ſober thought of that diſmal end to which it 

leads; he 1s to be Jaught out of that Hypocondriack 

fit, taught to look upon it as a ſpice of Phrenſie. 
The loud noiſe of roaring Mirth is re-enforced 

to drown that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and 
by the ſound as 1t were of thoſe Trumpets he is 
incited to turn to his courſe, as the horſe ruf- 
eth into the battel, Jer. 8. 6. all arts of encou- 
ragement uſed to embolden him to runfearleſly 
on to Damnation. This is their -one known 
Recipe — for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And 
if itbe not ofevery days practice, *tis not, that 
they have any better method of Cure, but ſuch 
arts 
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arts of prevention, ſuch means of ſtupefattion and 
obduration, that the diſcaſe ſeldom occurs among 
them. 

8. NOR dothey omit to back and fortifie 
this with proportionable Examples: which God 
knows are ſo many and ſo efficacious, that like 
a diſmal Cloud they over{pread our whole Hos 
rizon. They who are by God deſigned as lights 
to illuminate all about them, have been the in- 
ſtraments of introducing a more than Feyptian 
darkneſs, thereby exemplifying that Aphoriſm 
of our Saviours, Met. 6. 23. If the light that 
# in thee be darkneſs, how great is that dark- 
neſs. 

9. WHAT a dcluge of Prophaneneſs and Im- 
piety at this day overtiows this poor Nation, is 
too viſible not only by the direct, but the reflex- 
ed beams, thoſe ſad Judgments they have brought 
down upon it. And though there be too many 
ſprings which feed this Ocean, yet there will 
ſcarce any be found to have more liberally cons 
tributed, than the open and ſcandalous viciouſ- 
heſs of the Gentry, They who are placed as 
Stars in our Firmament, it they dart nothing 
but malignant Influences, what wonder is it, 
if an univerſal Peſt enſue ? "Tis they that haye 
brought Vice into countenance, made it the 
mode and faſhion of the times, fo that people 
dread the ſingularity of being innocent, and a 
man may with leſs peril of fcorn appear in the 
moſt ſuperannuated dreſs; than own the Obſo- 
letequalitics of Meckneſs, Purity, Sobriety, _ 
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How great and fatal a ſnare this creditable- 
weſf of lin has proved, I fear there are too many 
thouſands of entangled Souls can witneſs. And 
on whom. can they more properly charge their 
rujae, than on thoſe who have advanced it to 
this repute in the world ? Mens natural pravity 
gives them propenſion more than enough to ill; 
and therefore it hath becn the buſineſs of Laws 
both humane and divine to put a bridle upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and ſhame to re- 
ſtrain their inordinacy : but this converts the 
bridle into a ſpur, when thoſe that ſhould dif- 
countenance Vice, thus animate and encourage 
It? 

Io. FOR whata Temptation is itto the vul- 
gar to rum to all exceſs of Riot, when they lec 
their ſuperiors have beaten the path before them, 
and are themſelves immerſt in the moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities? Which of them will endure to be 
ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be accounted ſo 
dignifying a quality, that it may make a Pea- 
ſant company for a Lord 2 When Gentlemen arc 
Atheiſtical, Clowns will think themſelves very 
modeſtly wicked, ifthey be but prophane. And 
when they hear their Betters diſcharge loud 
Volleys of Oaths, they will ſoon find they are 
as well qualified for that part of greatneſs as the 
beſt. Their Tongues are as much their own, Pſal. 
12. 4. and will beglad that by ſuch an ecafic 1m- 
ployment of them they can be Gentlemen ſo good 
cheap. *Twereas endleſs as unneceſlary to enu- 


merate the ſeveral ſorts of inteftion, which i 
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ill examples of great men have diffuſed. *Tis 
too obvious in the moral effetts to need any 
other way of diſcovery. AndlI am ſure it ought 
to be matter of the ſaddeſt refleftion to all who 
are involved in that guilt 3 it being a moſt direful 
account which they will one day have to make, 
who have been the Authors of ſuch miſerable va- 
ſtations, turn'd Communities of Men, of Chri- 
ſtians, jnto Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions of 
Devils. 

11. EVERY fin even of the privateſt ob- 
ſcureſt perſon carries much of contempt and af- 
front to the Divine Majeſty : but great mens 
vices are ofa yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
claim folema War with Heaven, levy torces, 
and draw in multitudes of abettors and confede- 
rates in their hoſtilities. And God knows this 
kind of Un-evangelical wielexce the kingdom of 
Heaven daily ſuffers, Oh that the Chieftains and 
Leaders of thele unhappy troops, would at laſt 
think fit to ſound a retreat 3 that they would, in 
pity if not to themſelves, yet to their ſeduced 
followers, ceaſe thus deſperately toruſh on upon 
the mouth of the Canon, the Jaws of Hell! 
And not only fo, but that they would alſo en- 
deavour tobring them into ſome terms of accord 
with that omnipotent Enemy they have provo- 
ked 3 by their own penitent and reformed lives 
teach them the poſtures of humility and ſubmil- 
fion, as they have formerly done that of deft- 
ance, Thiscertainly is that to which common 
equity obligesthem, reparation of injuries being 
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conſefledly an indiſpenſable part of juſtice. And 
certainly there can no 1njury exceed, nay, equal 
this of betraying men to eternal ruin: : aud con- 
ſequently nothing leſs than the wimoſt inl.:itry 
to repair it can be any compercnt exptation, 
God grant all thoſe, whoſe guilt gives them a pe- 
culiar title to this admonition, may own thr 
right toit by a particular and ſerious application, 
ſuch as may for the future engage them to the 
molt zealous endcavour of reforming not only 
themſelves, but others, for reſcuing their repu- 
tation from that fouleſt blot,of being an agent for 
Satan, and advancing it to that higheſt dignity of 
being ſerviceable to God. 

12. BUT thereislittle hope they will right- 
ly conſider the uſe, who are ſo utterly miſtaken 
1n the nature of true reputation. A 247 of Ho- 
eour is now underſtood only te be one that can 
ſtart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every the 
triflingeſt injury expeCts like Lamech, Gen. 4. 24+ 
to be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold; that de- 
ſpiſes the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiments of 
cowardize and unmanly puſillanimity, and has 
no other meaſure of courage and gallantry, but 
by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe. And whileſt 
reputation 13 thus hung only at the point of the 
\word, 'tis a very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bo- 
dics, butſure not to ſave Souls. We find daily 
many occaſions to complain of the Tyranny of 
Cuſtom and Opinion, but ſcarce any where ſo 
much as ia thoſe unjuſt and abſurd Laws ey 
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have impoſed in this matter : which were they 
conlideringly weighed would furely evince them 
fuch contemptible Legiſlators, as would be 
enough to dethrone M0 depoſe them from that 
uſurped Empire they now maintain in the 


| world. 


13. TO takeonly aſhort and curſory view of 
them, we ſhall in the firſt place find them to be 
horribly impious. For what can be more ſo, than 
thus to tear off thoſe ſignatures of Honour, 


| which God himſelf hath impreſt, and vilifie thoſe 


whom he hath dignified? God haspronounced 
that it is the diſcretion of a man that deſerreth his 
anger, and it 1s hjs glory to paſs over a tranſereſ- 
fon, Prov. 19.11. And again, He that is ſlow to 
anger ts better than the mighty, and he that ruleth 
bis ſpirit, than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16. 32. 
But this new notion of Honour proclaims the 
quite contrary 3 he paſles for a Phlegmatick foo), 
whole bloud boyls not at the firſt glimpſe of an 
Afﬀfront 3 and 'tis Gallantry to offer many Inju- 
ries, but ignominious Tameneſs to bear one, It 
has always been the indiſputable prerogative of 
Kings 7 G the Fountains of Honour what an 1m- 
pious daring is it then to deveſt him of that pri- 
viledge, by whore Kingsreign? To cancel his Pa- 
tents, and mark them out as the objeds of ſcorn, 
to whom God gives ſo glorious a teſtimony ? Yet 
thus is it daily done to the men, whom the King 
of Kings will honour 3 thele are all the Triumphs 
theſe Mordecay's mult expect 3 an evidence how 
much worſe they are than Hawar, that allot 
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them. Certainly there cannot be an act of grea- 
ter defiance again(t the Divine Majeſty, than thus 
to reverle his Decrees. And upon this hoſtility 
and oppoſition againſt Hcaven it 1s, that all the 
private Qruarrels, and Combates on Earth are (as 
on their foundation ) ſuperttructed 3 fo that toin- 
itiate a Duelliſt, his firſt Challerge muſt be di- 
rected againſt God himtelt. 

14. NOR are theſe falle meaſures of Ho- 
nour more oppoſite to Religion, than Prudence, 
The glofles the Sword-mer have put upon the one 
fundamental Law of Not bearing an Injury, have 
inrroduced ſuch a multitude of ridiculous Pun- 
filio's, that the next Age will be in danger of 
receiving the Fable of Don @uixot for Authen- 
tick Hiſtory. And I ſee not with what juſtice 
this can laugh at them in him and his Squire $a#- 
echo, and yet think them ſerious enough to govern 
men in their molt real and weighty concernments. 
It would indeedaſtoniſh any ſober perſon to con- 
ſider, what Chimera's they are, to which men (a- 
crifice all that ought to be dear to them. How 
many Duels have been fought, how many men 
kill'd, C whenneither of the Combatants were ſo 
implacable but that they could willingly have 
compounded the matter ) only becauſe they 
thought point of Honour exacted it, and the 
declaring it would be inglorious? Certainly the 
Gallies 1s a ſtate of perfect liberty, compared 
with this bondage, And where the Releaſe from 
thoſe neceſlarily to infer a ſubjection to this, 
were thoſe Slaves obliged thus to become Gertler 

men, 
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mer, T ſhould ceaſe my wonder why ſo many of 
them have deſpiſed a manumiflion. For thus to 
have a mans Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath, (not only to be 


| loſt, but loſtby his own a& ) 1s aſlavery beyond 


all that the moſt abject creature ever groaned un- 
der. And yet ſo prodigioully abſurd is the World, 
as to cut this out for the Berjamin's portion, make 
it the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gertle- 
men. Theyare ſet upon a Theatre, and as the 
Gladiators of old muſt kill one another, only to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not think 
Bedlam the only Seminary to breed men up for 
ſuch a Trade ? Yet fo univerſal is this Lunacy, 
that one may ſuſpect the Inſtitution of that Hol: 
pital is perverted, that that incloſes only the So- 
ber perſons, while(t the Fraatick run looſe about 
the World. 

15, BUT perhapsthe more Malicious Dxel- 
lers will think themſelves exempt from this num- 
ber, becauſe 'tis their own ſatisfaction which 
they deſign in it : their Enemies bloud wall 
makeſo delicious a Draught tor their Revenge, 
that they gaſp after it, and think it a pleature 


well worthy their purſuit. But ſure theſe differ 


from the former, not as Wiſe men from Fool:, 
but asa worle Natured Fool from a better. He 
that would juſtifie the rationalneſs of any Adven- 
ture, muſt prove the Prize at leaſt to equal the 
worth of that he. hazards for it. But who that 
confidershe has a Soul, can ſcriouſly ſetit at ſo 


contemptible a rate ? Or what man in his wits, 
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that believes a Hell, will ſay the pleaſure of aRe: 
venge can countervail thoſe pains 2 Nay indeed, 
none can with any pretence put it in ballance 
with the meer lo's of Life. For he that is kill'd 
( as every man may be that fights) can have no 
ſenſe of that pleaiure, and ſo becomes uncapable 
of the compenſation, if that were able to make it. 
Nay, I ſhall deſcend yet lower, and with !ome con- 
fidence aftirm, that the uneafie conſequences even 
of the victory do quite overwhelm the ſatisfaQti- 
on. For thisI dare refer my ſelf to any of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Murde- 
rer, and doubt nat that if they will ſpeak their 
expcricnces, they will tell us that the cry of 
their Adverſaries bloud in their Conſcience, did 
utterly extinguiſh the reliſh of it in their Fancy. 
Or ifthey were perlons who were hardned againſt 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Hu- 


mane was abundantly enough' to defeat them of . |, 


that pleaſure they expected : ſo impoflible is it 
to gather Grapes of thele thorns, to reap any con- 
tentment from ſo unchriſtian an Attempt. Their 
Revenge 1s not compleated without Bloud : and 
if they haveit, it proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projected from it. 
And then what colour of reaſon can any man 
bring, why he ſhould thus ef his ſoul for nought, 
and become a Platonick to Damnation ? 

16. BU T Revenge has two ill-matcht qualt- 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuoſity 3 and ſo all its 
darts, though they carry force and venome , 
enough to deſtroy all about them, yet by _ 
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ill aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there is not in the 
world a more prodigious [nfatuation, than that 
which rules in this affair. What can be more 
ſenſeleſs, than for me, when a man has done me 
an Injury, to think to wipe off that by expoſing 
my ſelf tomore 2 Whenhe has given me the Lye, 
to invite him to give me the Stab too ? Did ever 
any man attempt to make up a breach by widen- 
ing it ? Tocloſe his wound by tearing it further ? 
The Phyſicians indeed talk of a method of curing 
ſome Diſeaſes by Majoration : but ſure Injuries 
are not in the number of thoſe maladies, not ca- 
pable of that way of remedy. The greater may, 
'tis poſſible, overwhelm, but not cure the leſs, 
asthe more moderate Pains become inſenſible by 
the ſuperveniency of the more acute. YetIpre- 
ſume none would applaud his choice, that ſhould 


. |. call for the Racktodrown the pain ofa Cut fing- 


er, which yet is no byperbolical Emblem of this 
ſort of Revenge. 

17. BUT beſides all this, our modern Gal- 
lantry is treacherous to it ſelf, confutes its own 
pretenſion, and whileſt it vainly aflumes the Mo- 
nopoly of Courage, is indeed the meaneſt Co- 
wardiſe in the World. That by which we uſe to 
diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt caution, is the 
formidableneſs of the object feared. No manis 
reproached for not ſtanding the inundation of the 
Seaz but to quake at ſtepping over a Gutter, 
would be a ridiculous timorouſneſs. 'T would 
be neither wonder norſhame to run from the pur-' 
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ſuit of a Lion 3 but to be chaſed by a barking 
Whelp, is the property of an Hare, not of a 
Man. And according to this meaſure, what 
wretched Cowards are our greateſt HeFors £ For 
what can be more contemptible than thoſe unjuſt 
Scorns of men they ſo tremble at 2 Which if 
they were ſure to-be univerſal, yet what real ill 
can they doa man, who does not by his own fan- 
cy lend them an edge wherewith to wound him ? 
But neither can this be the Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianity and Sobriety be quite worn our of 
the world. For to a Chriſtian, 'tis certain the 
religion of Fighting a Duel would be the moſt 
infamous thing, and evento a ſober Heathen the 
folly of it would be ſo too : ſo that he can be in 
no danger of either of their Reproaches, for de- 
cliningit. And when theſe are ſet aſide, whois 
there whoſe cenſure can be at all conſiderable ? 
Yet this ſo pitiful deſpicable thing is it, which 
ſoterrifies and amazes them. And how ſhall we 
define Cowardiſe, if this be not it ? 

18. AND as it has the nature, ſo has it the 
Fate of it too, whichuſually isby fleeing an ima- 
ginary danger, to fall into a real. Men fight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards 3 and by 
fighting they donot only become indeed fo, but 
allo ruſh themſelves upon other far more formi- 
dable milchicfs, run from a Scarcrow into a Pre- 
cipice. Andnow what a Riddle is this thing they 
call Gallantry, which fo ſtartles at the weakelt 
noile, yet ſtands undauntedly the ſtroke of a 
Thunderbolt? They who fo dread the Tres” 
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of vain impotent men, do yet confidently en- 
cqunter the anger ofthe omnipotent God 3 andif 
Valour and Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant 
things, would confute my whole argument b 
making it evident, that they dare be rear 
Thus by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation their 
Fear makes them bold : would God that Artipe- 
riſtaſis might go on to work, till that Boldneſs 
have again brought them to a fear, I mean that 
penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who thus delibe+ 
rately provoke the Divine Majeſty, 

19. AND that very Deliberation isa circum- 
ſtance of ſo great an enhancement, as unmeaſu- 
rably heightens the fin. Sudden aGts may be ca- 
pable of ſome alleviations by the ſurpriſe they 
make on a mans ſpirit : but.contrived and preme- 
ditated Crimes can have no milder appearance 
than of obſtinate Rebellion. And this aggravati- 
on can ſcarce ever be wanting to a Dxe/; many 
hours, if notdays intervening between the De- 
ſignment and the Execution. And inthat inter- 
val 'tis not poſlible for all the Opiate Receits in 
Satan's Diſpenſatory to keep the Conſcience fo 
drowſie, that it ſhall not ſtartle, but it will un- 
doubtedly repreſent toa man the horrour of that 
he is going about : which is noleſs than the enga- 
ging himſelf in a double Murder, his own, and 
his Adverſaries. For the wiltul hazard of both 
faſtens on him the guilt, though both happen to 
ſurvive the Combate. But if it be his own fate 
to fall (as he has much reaſon to expe&, who 
thus puts himſelf qut of Gods Es: == 

ares 
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dares his vengeance ) what poſſible hope can re- 
main for him, who thus digs in that very a& of 
the greateſt ſin? We are generally apt to think 
but uncomfortably of thoſe who make away them- 
ſelves : but certainly many of thoſe deſerve to be 
Canonized, in compariſon with a man that dies 
in Dxel; the Principle of that being often an ex- 
ceſlive Fear of God, which ure is leſs culpable, 
than a profane contempt of him. Beſides the 
temptation in that caſe is uſually more violent 
and impetuous; it being ( it not begot, yet ) che- 
riſht and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt un- 
tractable and obſtinate of all humours : whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliaryto 
aid it, the original of Quarrels being frequently 
from too freea Jollity. And laſtly, that, ofhow 
heinous a kind locver, is yet but a ſingle fin, 
whereas this, asT (aid before, involves a twofold 
guilt. And of how crimſon a colour muſt that 
ſoul appear before Gods Tribunal, that is thus 
double-dyed in Bloud! 

20. AN D now who can chuſe but cry out in 


 - the Prophet Fſay's ſtile, Hear O Heavens, and 


bearken O Farth! What ſtrain of wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of men, that can thus knowingly 


and conſideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch un- |, 


ſpeakable miſchiefs > Eſpecially fince here they 
want even that miſerable Reſerve, which ſerves 
to embolden them to other ſins, viz. the hope of 
a future repentance. For thoſe that make but 
the ſlighteſt meaſures of that, can ſcarce fancy 

any 
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any opportunities of it in this caſe : ſince to him 
that dies, there ſeldom remains any ſpace of in- 
terval between his fin and his death, no time for 
thoſe clouds to gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres 
to deſcend, which ſhould waſh away his bloud- 
guiltineſs3 or if there did, yet what expeRation 
1s there he ſhould imploy it to any effect 2 Such 
prelumptuous conſiderate ſins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
extraordinary grace can remove 3 and after fach 
an high and daring provocation 'tis very reaſon- 
able to expett God (bould withdraw even the 
loweſt degrees, but ſure not that he ſhould add 
higher. 

21. THESE Conſiderations are all of them 
ſo obvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they are ſo weighty and 
preſſing, that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they ſhould be 
ſo univerſally ineffeftual: which can proceed 
from nothing but the want of cloſe and ſerious 
application. Would men dare but to meet ſingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, 'twould certainly 
ſuperſede all other Dxels. There remains there- 
fore nothing for me to add, but to invite them to 
this one Encounter, to beſeech them to grapple 
a-while but with the force of Reaſon,a Combat of 
all others the ſecureſt, where to be ſubdued is 
more glorious than to conquer in any other : and 
when it has deſpoiled them of that falſe courage, 
which expoſes them to ſuch diſmal ruines, to 
permit it to re-inſpirit them with a true one, ſuch 
as may give them daring enough to ſtand vu 

again 
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againſt this ſo more than Barbarous a cuſtom 3; to 
endeavour to baniſh it out of Chriſtendom, and fo 
take off that Reproach which our profeſlion lies 
under from ſo imp1ous a practice, which having 
no other Tenure but Preſcription, there needs 
nothing but Deſuetude to deſtroy it. Let every 
man for his own part ſtrictly abſtain from ie, and 
avow the doing ſo, and then by ceaſing to be a 
Faſhion, it will ceaſeto be at all. 

22. BU T the miſery of it is, no man will af- 
ſume to be leader in this ſo noble an Enterpriſe, 
to begin this ſo neceilary a Reformation : which 
though it have ſo much more of compliance even 
to carnal Intereſts, than it's contrary, that I 
doubt not many wiſh it were univerſal ; yet till it 
be ſo, they think 'twill be uncreditable to any 
particular perſon. But were that the certain 
event of it, 'tis ſure that reproach ought to be de- 
ſpiſed, when it comesin competition with Duty. 
In this caſe the reſolution of David ( as great a 
Sword-man as any of them ) is moſt proper 3 7 will 
get be morevile than thus, 2 Sam. 6.22. And cer- 
tainly a man cannot paſs a more glorious Martyr- 
dom, than to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an ac- 
count. Iam ſure 'tis a real ſhame to ſee that men 
canoffer violence to all their deareſt complica- 
ted Intereſts, to comply with that unchriſtian 
cuſtom, yet cannot croſs a fingle imaginary one, 
to ſuppreſs it. 

23. NAY the truth is, they create Pundti- 
lio'sin this caſe, by which themſelves will not be 
govern'd inany other. In a common Fire does 
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any man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till he ſee 
the whole Town running to quench the flame ? 
Or if one of theſe popular perſons had been of the 
Philiſtims company, when the houſe began to ſall, 
Jud. 16. 30. would he have ſo dreaded the fingu- 
larity of a ſolitary eſcape, as not to have attemp- 
tedit, till ſhoals of others had led the way? We 
have had ſome experience, under what prejudice 
a publick 4&# falls, that is by its makers preclu- 
ded from being a preſident. And ſure theſe men 
dotacitly ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the un- 
reaſonableneſs of this fear, whileſt they confine 
ittothis ſingle . inſtance. And cds were 
but juſt 3 they ſhould be required to be conſenta- 
neous to themſelves, and act in other things by 
the ſame meaſures 3 which would prove fo | x4 
a penance, as were morelikely to reduce themto 
ſobriety, than all the force of Argument. 

24. BU T beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
is ſure an Antidote again(t this A/alady, a way to 
ſeparate the Duty from the Contempt which 
their fancies have ſo cloſely annext to it: and 
that is by making their lives ſo uniformly Chri- 
ſtian, that it may be evident, 'tis Conſcience, not 
Fear that works with them. Without this I 
know indeed no ſceurity from reproach. For to 
ſeea man who tramples upon all other commands 
of God, catch up this, as a Buckler againſt a 
Challenger, who can be ſo blindly charitable, as 
| to impute this to any thing but Cowardiſe ? But 
when the whole tract of a mans Life is one contt- 
nued courle of Obedience, no man will m_ = 
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ſhould violate that upon this occaſion. To this 
may be added a chearful atd free expoſing him- 
ſclfto all warrantable dangers, when any publick 
occaſion of hazard is offered :' if he thenſhew him- 
ſelf daring, 'twill be apparent, that 'tis not the 
fear of Death, but Sin, which locks up his Sword 
from private Dxels. Or when there is no oppor- 
tunity of this active valour, let him approve his 
paſlive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſion. to 
any ſuffering, that attends the diſcharge of a good 
Conſcience : and of this there is little fear Cin 
theſe days eſpecially ) to want occaſions. . He 
that docs this, will be 1nno danger tobe defamed 
fordeclining Dxe/s: but on the contrary ſuch an 
equable piety will extort reverence from allzthere 
being ſuch a venerable amiability 1n it, that the 
molt protane do even againſt their wills bear it 
ſome inward reſpect. 

25. LE T not men therefore pretend the 
Fear of Reproach, as an Excule, ſince here is fo 
+ Tawny to that Objection : but let them by 
an aſliduous practice of all other Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, render this allo ſecure to them, and quali- 
fe themſelves for the propagating it tc others, 
And Oh, that we could once ſee all other quarrels 
among(t Gentlemen converted into this one holy 
contention, whoſhould be forwardeſt in thts He- 
roick attempt. *Tis the falſe norton of Honour, 
thatis one of Satan's principal Citadels, like Zz- 
or to the Jebuſtes : and the allaulting of that, 
would be an atchievement of ſo much glory, that 
ke that could proſper in it, might juſtly chal- 
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lenge the dignity which David there promiſes, 
2 Sam. 5.8. of being Chief and Captain. Here 
then they may lawfully quench their thirſt of 
Honour, yea and that of Revenge too,by wreck- 
ing their utmoſt malice on this their 10 grand 
Enemy. Let it be remembred how long it hath 
befooled and cheated the World,and be expoſed 
to all the ſhames and deteſtation of a diſcovered 
Impoltor. Nay let it be brought to a ſolemn 
Arraignment, thoſe innumerable Murders, of 
which it has been guilty, charged on it, and pro- 
ſecuted to death, ſo utterly extinguiſhed, that 
it may never again appear in the World, whileſt 
all good men applaud the juſtice, and ſay, $0 /et 
all thine Enemies periſt, 0 Lord. 

26. HAVING thus refleted on the com- 
mon Abuſes of Reputation, all that remains is to 
conſider how injurious men are to themſelves in 
their ill managery of this Talent, which might be 
improved not only to their final account, but even 
their preſent pleaſure. For firſt, he that by (ea- 
ſonable advice reſcues any man from a courſe of 
fin, will _ feel ſo unutterable a compla- 
cency in having done ſo, that he will find he was 
kind to himſelf, as well as the other, and will 
have no temptation to think himſelf unprofitably 
imployed, though that were to be his only Re- 
ward. This bringing ſinners to repentance is ſo 
noble, ſotempting a deſign, that it drew even 
God himſelf from Heaven to proſecute it; and 
that not by cheap and eafie means, but by all 


thoſe Sufferings, which humane Nature molt 
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trembles at: yet ſuch was the joy of Man's falya- 
tion, which was ſet before him, as enabled him to 
' endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb. 12. 2. 
How rich a bargain will it then be to a man to 
partake with him in that joy, toſhare with him in 
that prize, upon ſo much ealter terms, to pay but 
a little breath for that which exhauſted his bloud, 
and to become ( in alower interiour ſenſe ) a Sa- 
viour without a Croſs ? 

27. IN like manner, he that by a ſtri& and 
exemplary converſation ſets himſelf up a laxd- 
mark to lire men in this turbulent and dange- 
rous Sea, his light, 'tis true, goes forth to others, 
but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of it remains 
within his own breaſt. What chearful, what 
exulting reflexions may he make upon himſelf, 
that can make good St. Paul's proteſtation, AFs 
20. 26. that he is pure from the bloud of all men ? 
That he hath not by any ſcandalous Example en- 
inared any foul 3 but on the contrary hath by po- 
litive illuſtrious ats of Virtue endeavoured ſo to 
adorn his Chriſtian Profeſlion, as to draw in Pro- 
ſelytes not to the Name, but the obedience of 
Ehritt 2 That hath made it his buſineſs to ftand 
in the Gap, not only by his Intercefſions with 
God againſt the Plagues, but by his endeavours 
with Men againſt the fins of the Nation, and by a 
ſteady oppoſing himſelf againſt the inundation of 
profaneneſs and licentiouſneſs, hath invited 
othersto give ſome {top to thole impure torrents ? 
It has always been accounted ſo glorious athing 
| to redeem ones Countrey-from {lavery, that men 
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have thought their greateſt hazards amply paid 
with the Title of a Patriot. But their is no vaſ- 
fallageſo ignoble, no ſervitude ſo miſerable,; as 
that of Vice, and conſequently no attempt ſo 
worthy, ſo ingenuous, ſo ſatisfaftory to the un- 
dertaker, as to break that yoke. He that aſpires 
tono more than 2 private Innocence, is only on 
the defenſive part, ſtands upon his guard againſt 
Satan': but he that aims at this ſort of publick 
Reformations, maintainsan invalive War againſt 


| him, andſo more ſhakes his kingdom. The re- 


ducing of any finner is the dipoſlefling him of fo 


' much of his uſurpt territory, and weakens his 


Empire in the world. This 1s indeed the true 
Publick Spirit : which though many have pretend- 
ed to, from whom wedilcern nothing of theſe ef- 
fects 3 yet thoſe very pretenlions bear witneſs to 
theexcellency of the thing, and ought to animate 
men to be indeed, what ſo many have coveted 
to be thought. 

28. I SUPPOSE I neednotgo onto the 
other inſtance : every mans ſenſe, withont con- 
fulting etther his Reaſon or Religion, *will be 
able to pronounce that 'tis better tobe in Peace 
than Hoſtility, to have a whole than a wounded 
body, to keep ſecurely his own ſtation, than to 
be hunted hike a Partriqg on the Mountains by the 
Avenger of Bloud. The greater is the Miracle, 
thatmen who in all other inſtances devote them- 
ſelves wholly to their ſenſuality, ſhould here on- 
ly abjureit 3 that when body and ſoul come in 
competition, live as if they had no ſoul, yet up- 
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on this occaſion candare, as if they had no bodies. 
Oh that men ſhould be ſuch ill husbands of their 
ſufferings, and thus enhance Satan's markets ! 
Alas, Hell is a Purchaſe will never be taken out 
of their hands 3 how many Chapmen ſoever they 
ſee aboutit, they may ſecure their Eſtate there 
firm enough by thoſe fins they have more guſt of: 
why ſhould they be thus madly prodigal to out- 
bid the common rate? Muſt Gentlemen buy Dam- 
nation, as they ulually do Wares, dearer than 
other men ? How 1s Perdition become fo amiable, 
that like Rachel, « double ſervitude 1s judged light 
for it; whileſt Heaven in the mean time, like 
Leah, is ſo much deſþiſed, that 'tis thought an in- 
jury to have that obtruded on them, though upon 
the caſieſt terms? Certainly they are ſtrange 
transforming 0pticks which theſe men make uſe 
of. Would God they could be but perſwaded, 
ifnot to break, yet atleaſt for a while tolay by 
thoſe falſe Gleſſes, and behold things in their ge» 
nuineand proper ſhapes : and then I doubt not 
they will diſcern that Honour to be Infamy, 
which ſets men at defiance with God; and that 
Reputation then alone becomes eſtimable, when 
like a River it pays its Tribute to the Ocean, 
promotes his Glory, at whoſe feet Kings ( with- 
out diminution _) caſt both themſelves and 
Crowns. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 


E have now according to our 

propoſed Method, ſurveyed di- 

Stindly thoſe ſeveral Advan- 
tages which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely give 
the ſame Teitimony which Caleb and Joſhua did of 
Canaan, Nxmb. 14. The Land which we paſled 
thorow to ſearch it, is an exceeding good Land, 
'Tis a rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
planted, ſuch #s hath a natural aptitude and vigour 
to produce the moit excellent Fruits. But Paradiſe 
it ſelf required dreſſing, and therefore we find Adam 
bad that work aſſigned hine in his Innocence. And 
ſurely theſe his Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Tak: by the ſaithſul diſcharge whereof they may 
make ſome approaches towards that his priſtine 
fate. 

2. IT need not be again inculcated,that all theſe 
their Receits have their ſpecial and particular ends 
in Gods aſſignment. 'Twill be more uſeful to remem- 
ber them, how nearly they are concern'd mot to per- 
vert the Councel of God egainit themſelves, by neg- 
leFing to give them their dne expetFed improve- 
meuts. For though he be a moi? liberal, yet is henot 
« negligent Maſter, but keeps an exa& and puniudl 
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account of whatever he thus delivers out, and will not 
ſail ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of his Goods. 
Indeed ſuch an abuſe has ſo Fatal an Efficacy, that it 
quite changes their Nature, converts them from bleſ- 
(ings to the heavieſt Curſes: would God too many 
men had not thus exemplified their own deftrudive 
power, and by a kind of Anti-creation brought 
Darkneſs out of Light. 

2. BUT tis pity they ſhould be permited to 
ſleep in that Darkneſs, which themſelves have made. 
And therefore if this little Tract ſhall fall into any 
ſuch hands, it mmſt avow to come upon that uncivil, 
get friendly Errand, to diſturb their reſt, to awake 
them to ſome Conſideration, and as Philip's 20ni- 
tour was to remember him, that he was but a Man, 
ſo to put them in mind, that in the midſt of their 
Jreeſt enjoyments they are ill but Stewards, and 
know not how ſoon their Lord may ſummon them to 
their Accounts. And with that confuſion and con- 
flernation muſt they appear at the great Audit, who 
have ſo unfaithſully managed their truſt ? "Tis there- 
fore-now no longer time to dally, but by an aſſuduous 
care and diligence to endeavour ts redeem their paſt 
#l-hwsbandry, leſt they run the Fate of that Evil Ser- 
vant mentioned, Matth. 24. be ſurprized in the 
midſt of their Inordinacies, 'and have their portion 
aſſngened them in weeping and gnaſhing of 
teeth. 

4. AN D now what ObjeTion can they poffibly 
make againſt this ſo neceſſary a Caution, which is 
founded upon ſuch Motives, as ſhould methinks in- 
| Jallibly prevail upon all ſorts of tempers? If they 
ave 
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have any Fer e of Fear, here are thoſe Terrors of the 
Lord, which are amazing enough to ſet even a Re]- 
ſhazzar (* though with the Cup at his Mouth,his Con- 
cubines by his fide )a trembling. Certainly be muſt 
not be only frozen but petrified in deſperate impiety, 
whom even « glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will not 
be able to diſſolve. 

5. B UT if Fear ( though of God ) betoadege- 
nerows 4 Paſſion ſor a Gentleman to own, this advice 
can upon 4s good grounds addreſs it ſelf to their 
Hope : there is as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, as the outer Darkneſs for the unprofi- 
table Servant. For though God heve Right of ab- 
ſolute Dominion, and might exa& obedience on his 
bare command 3 yet he is more pleaſed to ſhew him- 
ſelf a BenefaGor than a Lord, and therefore de- 
ſeends to treat with men by the more gentle and invi- 
ting methods of Promiſes and Rewards. Nay, in- 
deed the end of bis Commands is only to make us ca- 
pable Subjets of thoſe Eternal Felicities he deſires 
to beſtow. And this ſurely is enough toexcite men to 
a diligent negotiating with thoſe Talents they have 
received, ſince it is indeed themſelves they are tra- 
ding for. The Stack it is true is Gods, but all the in- 
creaſe of it will by his bounty certainly devolue on 
them. And therefore as Naaman's Servants 
thought the cure he was in purſuit of, deſerved 4 
ſubmiſſion to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, If the Pro- 
phet had bid thee do ſome great thing, would(t 
thou not have done it ? 2 Kings 5.3. 80 ſurely 
we may conclude thoſe endleſs Joys propoſed by God, 
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ere cheaply earned even by the moſt exhauſting La- 
bours, the moſt vigorous Tasks. 

6. BUT ſuch is the Tenderneſs and Indulgence 
of onr gracious Maſter, Fo earnest his deſire of his diſ- 
penſing his Rewards, that he will not truſt mens ſloth 
and folly with ſuch a pretence of defeating them- 
ſelves 5 and therefore hath annexed no ſuch Conditi- 
on. We have ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts of 
Dut;, which conſtitute the Gentleman's Calling, 
that they are of a quite diſtant frame, not Toils but 
Refreſhments, not Tokes but Crowns, ſuch as differ 
only in ſize from thoſe Celeitial ones to which they 
tend; ſo that here is bait even to the greateit Volup- 
fuzry. Andwho that obſerves how many ſuch there 
be, would exped this Fruit of Paradiſe ſhould itil 
hang untouched ? Tet ſuch aprepoiterous Temperance 
have they put on, that they are proof againit all theſe 
allurements. Good God ! what contradiFions are 
men made up of ! It is the buſmeſs of their lives to 
purſue pleaſures, and yet when thoſe of the mot refi- 
ned and exquiſite ſort would run into their embraces, 
they grow coy, andcannot be courted to receive them. 
We daily ſee the Devil hath his Martyrs: it ſcems 
he hath his Aſceticks tos. And ſo witty is the World 
grown in creating fins, that they have found out a (in 
of ſelf-denial. Would God theſe abſurd Mortifiets 
might be perſwaded toremit ſomewhat of their ſeve- 
rity. The moit rigid Orders in Religion have ill 
indulged ſome relaxation, ſome times of Feitivity : 
why ſhould Satan's Vetaries be ſo much more zealows 
than God's, as to make their abitinences ſo perpetu- 
al e *.. 17 
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7. IT ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that Maſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it does his Policy alſo. He well 
knows that iſ theſe Divine Lights ſhould but inſinuate 
them ſelves, they would ſoon undermine his whole 
Foundation: ſo raviſhing and attra7ive are they, 
that nothing but a perfe# Tenorance of them can be 
Amulet ſufficient againit their Charms. And there- 
fore it is his neceſſary concern to keep men from ever 
taiting of them, the leait reliſh whereof would be ſure 
to make them deſpiſe all his adulterated Delicacies. 
So we ſee he can give ſome rational account of his 
part of the matter. But what can Men ſay ſforthem- 
ſelves, who play his Game for him, even when their 
own Souls are at the Fake, that at once renounce that 
Eternal intereſt, and Preſent pleaſure * This is in- 
deed in David's Phraſe, 2 Sam. 3.33. to die as 2 
Fool dieth. Their hands are not bound, nor their 
ſeet put into fetters 5 no extrinſick hindrance lies on 
them, why they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this Tree of lite, and eat and live happily here, 
and gloriouſly for ever. And yet like Solomon's 
fuggard, they hide their hands in their boſom, 
and will not ſo much as bring them to their 
mouths, Prov. 19. 24. 

8. THIS i ſo Stupid a Folly, as none that pre+ 
tends to common ſenſe, would in any worldly concern- 
ment be enilty of. Will any manrenounce a rich un- 
chargeable Reverſion, when he is not only wooed, but 
bribed by a conſiderable Sum in hand not to a 
it ? I fear there are few ſo mortified to Wealth, 
# to doit upon the ſcore of Selſ-denial 3 and ſure no 
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man would be thought in his wits, that ſhould de it 
wpon any other. For what jealouſies ſoever he had 
entertained of the Security, or Value of that ſuture 
Eſtate, yet the preſent viſible profit would deſerve his 
conſideration. There is but one circumſtance imagi« 
able, that could reaſonably avert him, and that is 
the ſuſpition of Deceit, that the Coin which is offer- 
ed him is falſe and adulterate, And that I may not 
be under a neceſſity ofpronouncing ſo many men mas, 
T ſhall ſuppoſe it not unlikely that this ſeruple may oc- 
cur to them in the preſent Caſe. They have ſo long 
brought all their Bullion io Satan's Mint, ſuffered 
him to Stamp their Pleaſures, that none will now 
paſs for current with them, which has not his Im- 
preſs : and upon this account tis too probable they 
may diſtruſt the validity of the preſent Payment, diſ- 
believe the pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties I have here 
recommended to their Enjoyment, as well as Pra- 
tice. Nor ſhall T deſire to impoſe on their belief, 
but ſhall very willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
to their Senle. But then they muſt remember, that 
that is uncapable of judging by any other means but 
Experience - and therefore if all that has been ad- 
dreſt to their Reaſon be ineffeFual, that remains 
gs the laſt reſerve for their convincement. Let eve- 
ry one of them ſeriouſly and conſtienciouſly ſet 
to the Practice, ( avd allow only for ſa much of 
difficulty, as naturally attends the interrupting 4 
contrary Cuſtom ) and then let him if he can, doubt 
of the Pleaſure. Let him allow himſelf but this 
one Mcdium toinfer it, and I ſhall defie his diſſent 
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to the Concluſion. Let him ſow with me this 


' handful of Seed in the Tears of true Contrition ſor 


remembring his Duty and Intereſts ſo late, and 
ſhall reſt confident he will reap oh this mwik, 
and carry the news of it to another, even thither 
alſo bring his ſheaves with him, abundance of 
Fruit to his account, be bleſt here, and crown'd 
eternally. 
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A C owfeſsion. 


BLESSED Lord, I thy wretched 

Creature, thy not only unprofitable 

and f{lothful, but wicked Servant, do 
here proſtrate my ſelf at: thy Feet, humbly ac- 
knowledging that I have moſt perverſly and 
moſt treacheroully miſ-imployed thoſe many 
precious Talents wherewith thou haſt intruſt- 
ed me. I have, O Lord, unworthily abuſed 
thoſe common Mercies which thou haſt afford- 
ed me as a Man, and a Chriſtian, my whole 
life having been a continued reſiſtance to the 
DiQates both of Reaſon and Religion. Bur 
I have yet farther perverted thoſe more ſpecial 
Liberalitics of thine, whereby thou haſtaflayed 
to vanquiſh and melt an —_— heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my Choi- 
ces, but I have obſtinately purſued thoſe ways, 
which I knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignorances to 
Prefumpttons, hath ſerved only to render me 
liable to the greater number of ſtripes. That 
Wealth whereby I ſhould have glorified Thee, 
and ſuccoured my Brethren, I have converted 
into 
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into fuel to maintain and accend my Covetouſ- 

neſs, Pride and Luxury, fo levying War a- 
ainſt Thee with thine own Treaſure. Thus 

unfaithful, O Lord, have I been in the un- 
righteous Mammon 3 and who then ſhall com- 
mit to my truſt the true Riches? I have waſt- 
_ ed that Time thou haſt given me, to work out 
my own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
nay often ſo viciouſly and impioully, that Idle- 
neſs, though a Crying fin of Sodom, hath been 
the filenteſt of my guilts, the greater portion 
of my Days having been devoted cither to the 
purſuit or enjoyment of my brutiſh Pleaſures, 
ſo making it my buſineſs to provide for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereofz and of thoſe ma- 
ny Days and Years thou haſt afforded me, how 
few minutes are there of which I can give any 
tolerable account to Thee, or my own Soul? 
Nay, O Lord, as if my fingle and perſonal 
Impieties had been too little, I have propa- 
gated them to Others, and have made that Au- 
thority and Eſteem, which thou gaveſt me for 
better purpoſes, the means of GE all 
whom my Intereſt or Example could ſeduce. 
And now, O Lord, how unknown aſtoniſhing 
a weight of guilt do I lie under, that am to 
anſwer for ſo many Sins of Other men, as 
well as my ſelf, that have thus been a Snare on 
Mizpah, and a Net ſpread on Mount Tabor, 
the Inſtrument of entangling and betraying 
ſo many Souls? O merciful Lord, who de- 
lighteſt not inthe death of a ſinner, look with 
pity 
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pity both on them, and me 3 Give me a ſincere 
and earneſt Repentance, for my own offences, 
and if it be thy bleſſed will, make me {ome way 
| inſtrumental to the begetting the like in them, 
that I may be as contributive to their Recovery, 
as I have been to their Fall: And let the conſci- 
ouſneſ(s of my great Sloth 'and Unfaithfulneſs in 
all the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me to a 
more diligent and induſtrious improvement” of 
all thoſe advantages thou haſt put into my 
| hands, for thy glory, the benefit of my Bre- 
thren, and the eternal joy of my own Soul. 
Grant this, O gracious Lord, for his ſake who 
came to Call finners to Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 


A Thank ſowing. 


MOST gracious and moſt bountiful 
Lord, who doſt good unto all, but 
haſt in an extraordinary meaſure 
| abounded to me thy unworthieſt Servant. I de- 
fire with all exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, 
to confeſs and celebrate this thy great good- 
neſs. Lord, thou haſt not been to me a Wil- 
derneſs, a Land. of Darkneſs, but haſt cauſed 
my Lot to fall in a fair ground. Thou haſt 
M not 
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not only given me a Natural, and a capacity 
of a Spiritual life, but haſt allo enriched me 
with many advantages for the comfortable ſup- 
port of the one, and the happy improvement of 
the other, above what thou affordeſt to mul- 
titudes of others. Thou haſt liberally given 
me of the Dew of Heaven, and fatnels of the 
Earth, an aflurance of all thoſe good things 
which may both oblige and afliſt me cheartul- 
ly to ſerve Thee. O let not my Heart like 
Gideon's Fleece remain dry, whileſt all about 
it is thus plentifully watered from Heaven ; 
but give me, I befſeech thee, fuch a ſenſe of 
thy Mercy, as may expreſs it ſelf in a con- 
ſtant and zcalous Obedience. Thou haſt done. 
fo much for this meaneſt Plant in thy Vine- 
yard, dreſt it and fenced it about with Thy 
Grace and Providence 3 and having built a 
Wine-preſs, mayelſt moſt reaſonably expect 
ſome Cluſters to be brought to it at the Vin- 
tage. O let not ſo gracious, ſo' equitable a 
demand be fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes, let it not bring forth 
wilde Grapes; let not thoſe Advantages I enjoy 
above others, tempt me to exalt my ſelf, or de- 
ſpiſe them, but grant me always to remember that 
it is Thou only that makeſt me differ from 
another. Lord, let thy Methods be my Do- 
cuments, thy Diſpenſations of Indulgence to- 
wards me, the Engagements and Bands of the 


cloſeſt and moſt inviolable Duty , that that 
| EKminency 


PRIVATE DEVOTIONS. 163 


Eminency of condition wherein Thou haſt placed 
me in this World, may be an effeftual Admoni- 
tion to me to be eminent in Virtue, that Men 
ſeeing my good Works, may glorifie Thee my 
Heavenly Father, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
and bleſſed Saviour. 


A Prayer. 


THOU moſt Righteous and Impar- 

tial Judge, who deſpiſeſt not the 

mean, nor accepteſt the perſons of the 

Mighty, Make me always to remember and ſeri- 
oully to conlider, that none of thole outward 
PriviledgesI enjoy among men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal, but that I fhall one 
day be brought to Judgment, as for all that 
have done in the fleſh, ſo particularly for thoſe 
ſpecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 
haſt diſcriminated me from my meaner Bre- 
thren: And oh let theſe Terrors of the Lord 
timely perſwade, yea conſtrain me to a chear- 
ful imploying of all I have received, to thoſe 
ends for which thou haſt beſtowed them. Lord, 
grant that the Knowledge thou haſt given me 
may have ſuch an efficacy on my Pradtice, 
that it may always guide, never upbraid me. 
M 2 And 
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And as thou haſt opened thy hand wide to me 
in temporal Plenty, ſo enlarge my heart in 
Thankſulneſs toward Thee, and in Compaſſion 
and Bounty toward thy poor Members : I am 
not ſtraitned by thee, O let me not be ſtrait- 
ned in my own bowels; let neither Covetouſ- 
nels nor Riot make me poor in the midſt of 
Riches, but grant me that true Enjoyment 
which Confilts in a Charitable diſpenſing of 
them, that forſaking all the unſatisfying nau- 
ſeated pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchaſe to 
my ſelf that more ſolid tranſcending delight of 
ſuccouring the diſtrefles of my fellow-Chriſti- 
ans. Lord, ſuffer not my wealth to be only 
a lading with thick Clay, nor the Ruſt of it 
to bear witneſs againſt me, but rather make 
me of the number of thoſe that need relief, 
than of thoſe who want hearts to give it. And 
ſince in thy gracious Providence thou haſt 
placed me in a condition of eaſe and>vacancy, 
O let me not pervert it into a. life of Idleneſs 
and Senſuality, let me not be leſs, but better 
buſied than other men. O never ſuffer me to 
incur the guilt or reproach of being more re- 
miſs or indifferent in my entercourſe with 
Thee, than others are of thcir traftique with 
the World, of having leſs care of my own and 
other mens immortal Souls, than they have of 
their corruptible bodies 3 but make me fo in- 
duſtrioutly to husband every minute of that 
precious Time thou lendelt me here, as may 
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be in order to a bleſfied Eternity both of my 
ſelf, and as many more as. thou ſhale put with- 
in my reach. O let not any perlons ever have 
cauſe to accuſe their relation to me, for be- 
traying them to Sin here, or Miſery hereafter 3 
but grant that all that are under my care or 
power, may receive ſuch whollome influence 
tromme, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian Practice 
among them 3 And, Lord, grant that my Ex- 
ample may be ſuch to all, that I neyer prove to 
any an occaſion of Falling: Let me never con- 
tribute to that power and empire which Vice 
has gotten in the world, but with a ſteady cou- 
rage oppoſe all Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- 
cesful ſocyer3 Let me think nothing Honour- 
able, but what bears Thy ſtamp and impreſs on 
it, but engage, and animate, and inflame my 
benumm'd breaſt, to the moſt cager and vigorous 
endeavour of recovering diſcountenanced Vir- 
tue to ſome eſteem and reputation among men. 
And, O Lord, grant that by an afliduous Pra- 
ctice of all Duty, I may arrive to ſach a guſt 
and reliſh of it, as may utterly ſupplant any 
ſenſual delights in my own heart, and may al- 
ſo qualifie me experimentally to aſſure others 
how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an effe- 
Ctual ( though unworthy ) Inſtrument in thy 
hand of drawing many to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, and that renouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire 
to no other honour but that of being approved 
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by Thee as a good and faithful Servant 3 that by 
thy mercy having my infirmities covered, and 
my Sincerity acce ted, I may at laſt be admit- 
ted into the Joy o my Lord, through the me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Media- 


tor. Amen. 


For more particular Concernments, the Reader may 
be referred to the Devotions at the end of 


{ The Whole Duty of Man } is 12*, fold by 
M. Garthwait. 
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